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b 4 "ig "ou ud od on 
AD not hi ends of this 
Letter bęen more to publiſh 
þ 4 than to pay court to power, 
-Your-Lady{hip had been ſaved this 
trouble. For, indeed, the author of 
theſe Diſcourſes has no talents for the 
latter. In ſaying this, he pretends not 
to acquit himſelf of ambition: he hath 
_— as ſtrong a bias of original 
A 2 guilt, 


and intirely turned from all hope or 
proſpe& of preferment, to the ſole 


view of endeavouring to deſerve it. 


In this ſituation, he was ound by your 


ſon, near twenty years 4 in an 


Honoppaple/ abt l 20 
thence, with ſome tn, (cho 


without any ſuit or ſolicitation on his 
ſide) a little more into the light, at 
leaſt into the hurry of the world; 
«where he Hach tibet to chi day 
'Unhonour'd, indeed, but (1 Hack 
Go») unteproach d, and (what is, 
perhaps, matter of more vexation than 
vanity) not unenvied; tho he ſtood 
in no man's way, nor was fival to 
any mortal, during that whole time, 
a either for eee „ or 
bse. | 


fl 


i *. } | 

— — been longs. e 2 

nſtant preacher; nor his natu- 
ral vchemence allow him to be indo- 
lent, — hat he deli- 
vered-\ His condition of life, and 
g of ſome particular 
friends, led him early to the conſi- 
deratien of almoſt all the following 
ſubjects; and a thouſand ſubſequent 
oecalions; drew him frequently eh 


repea — of n: 
that, chat he now preſumes, to pre- | 
ſent to YourLadyſhip, are, very truly, 
the Geft: ſuite of his carly-labow; and 
unwearied: zeal in the ſervice of Re- 
ligion. Ho worthy, or unworthy 
they may be of Your acceptance, Y ou 
and the World will beſt judge. Thus 
much, however, that World will 
allow, that there is no impropriety in 
10 . and that there are 
| A 3 few 


SER 
few it on t Want uestiſc 6 Sia! 
Dutits ould ſo —.— Adreſted; 
| and none (that Kilow of) T6 Giftin⸗ 

d for Parental prudence, ſoli- 
citudeʒ And ſucceſs: for which Europe 
will-bleſs' you} av Well as Britain. 
And th theſe Diſcourſes! had not 
been thus addreſſedh it were impoſli- 
ple for any deader f ehe leaſt atten- 
tion, t peruſe oe of them; to 
conſider the diſtinguiſhed — 
(there noticed) of the Aurelius and 
Corvieligs'of antiquity, in the educa- 
tion of youth, without ſeeifig this 
Möther in a light of at leaſt equal 
juſtre Nor was her care confined 
to One i it deſeended with equal ſo- 
licitade to All her Deſcendants.” And 
I myſelf have had frequent occaſions 
of being eye and ear- witneſs to her 
varied, inceſſant, and unwearied at- 
7781 8 A tention 
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_ [Un 
tentign to their, improvements, in all 
ſuits, beſt ſuiteyl, to their condition 
let thoſe who have obſeryed better, 
aud Kno more, ſpeak the, reſ.: 
+ OY > 29qqin 

nb MAD AN, an aba cas 1 | 
Another man, in my place, might 
find this a fit occaſion to do more 
ample juſtice to Your character, as a 
Parent, by diſplaying the » glorious 
effects of Your care, in the confeſ- 
ſedly great and unrivall'd talents of 
Your Son, and many accompliſh- 
ments of his iſſue. But this would ill 
become me; nor could it paſs un- 
ſuſpected in me, who am known to 
love him, and to have been early, 
and much, obliged to him; ſo much, 
that I have no need of adulation to 
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confdered, naturally calls for 
an 1 to the public; and in mot 
caſes confeſſedly ly needs it: but the real 
truth is, that the fundamental grounds 
and principles of all religious and 
' moral ditties, are not thorou * 5 and 
vmverſally under ſtood. Ar the reader 
will, I hope, be convinced, from the 
illuftration of ſome of them in the 
following Diſcourſes ) : Or if they were, 
the whole extent of reaſons for them, 
Vs * 


"i PREFACE. | 
and motives 2 them, is perhaps Inex- 
: 2 Tights, in which Hh 
| duties of life may be ſeen, are as va- 
rious as the conditions and capacities of 
men, and the — F time, 
fare, and the deline: 
rio 9 the may ; ally be as v 
rious, as the drawings of different 
painters, from. the ſame fratuzs, conſi- 
dered at different di fi th y and from 
different points of views... ... 
KFꝗSeveral men, from. * ſeveral 
capaciti ies, congiti 1071S © 5 Ale, and 
accaſrons of hſerving, mes he. the 
obli gations of. the ſame: Duties, in * 
different li gbrs; ſeme 1 


ſeme remarfably Hronger : a *. 
fore no precedent. labours upon theſe 


fubjefts can ſuperſede | ei ther. 1 e or 
ral of any ſulſenuent. 

. Beſides, that one mam may. have 
talents to Jem: the beauty of bolineſs to 


more 


HR ENA C B. oxi 
ore atlountage; 10 H both \forial 
2 Fn faireriand 
tion; and "adorned with 
pen? 7 artructive; whilſt 
the talents-of opbert cbieſy contin 
Ern ile violation o, ſurb Du. 
ties, and drawing claus; an ring 
and — . bir ſapunces; from Juch 
violations" Happy, inwhom'the Gifts 
of Natureythe Ghee , God; thr Love 
of hit Laws, and Zeal for" his Glory; 
have" upited” theſe Falents';> with" the 
additional e energy of earneſt any power - 
ful exhortations, omtiont, and deterr- 
ments Who that mam is, or whether 
any ſuch writings are yet extant, the 
reader can only determine for himPelf. 
Let me however be allowed to premiſe 
in behalf of theſe Diſcourſes, and their 

Author ; that the Subjects here treated 
upon, are ſuch, as fell early, and con- 


tinued long, under his conſideration: 
1 and 


PREFACE. 


* a — — 
Flamenti 1c wahintever batb-boen ſaid on 
e, before. 0 n e 
I bave ne mare t ol but my 
en earneſt ſu 10 God, 
that they may in their uſe, and. advan- 
cage iu the cauſe of true religion and 
virtue, bear fame pruportiam to the 
repeated care with which. they have 
been compiled, and the chriſtian zeal 
_ avith which they are publiſhed. 
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A IV: 3 zO01, t,t 
2 aabS 1. 
LN iverſal Rightequſneſs abſolutely neceſ 
fary to facial Honeſty, as well as to the 
temporal and eternal Happineſs of Man- 
kind. 


St. ames ii. 3 For mhaloever ll 
the whole lam, and — wo ite pi, 


bes guilty of all. 


| Sen Mok . 
The Duties of the Mak RIED STATE. 


Epheſ. v. 33. Nevertheleſs, let every one of 
' . you in particular ſo love his wife even as 
himſelf ; and the wife fee, that ſhe reve- 
rence ber burband. 


| 3 SzNNN 108. | 
v1 The — of Parents to their Children. 


| Pror. xxii. 6G. Train up a child in the way 
be ſhould go; and when be it old, he will 


er depart from it. 


S iber 
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Linie! 
Sox IV. 


* x 


Fan; On the ſame Subject- 3 
S rk Wok V. 


T XA Fo - 
SERMON VI. 
On 5 dame Subject. 
2298 nul | 33 Wee 1 
Mo os 14 ine e * 
SERMON, VIII. ae 


A \ * na LAik 29 
de Duty « of Crnroren to their! TIE 


hee tht 


a Exod. xx. 12. Honour thy father: and thy 


mother, that thy days may be long upon the 
land why ch the Lord thy God ' uy vet . 


ATE at AfgAM 50 0 
» v9 _ SERMON. IX. 
ade fave s, 
4 N 3 \v'2? * 
: "Sexmon: ; oO 


The Duty of SERVANTS tO danke Maſters. 


Epheſ. vi. 5, 6, 71 8. Servants, be obedient 


to ibem that are your maſßters according to 
>the feſb, with fear and trembling, in , ag 
_ of your; Heart, as unto Chris: not 
wit eye-/ ervice, ag. men-pleaſers.; 3 but . 
* the 


[=] 
» the:ſervants..of Cbriſt, doing the will of 
"\God from the heart; with good-will doing 
ce as te the Lord, and not to men: 


eming: that whatſoever. good thing any 
nan doetb, the. ſame ſhall he receive of the 


| Lord, ohether he be bond or free. 8 


Arn XI. 8 
The Duty of MASTERs to their Servants. 
Epheſ. vi. 9. Aud ye, maſters, do the ſame 
things unto them, forbearing threatening : 
' knowing, ' that your Maſter alſo is in 
Heaven; nei * rs qo -, of Om 
with lin. 4 * 


* 


The Duty of paying DeBrs. 


Rom. xiii. Part of ver. 8. Owe no man any 
thing,” but to love one another. 


' SERMON XIII. 
On the ſame Subject. 


SERMON XIV. 


The Duty of RuLERs to their Subjects: 


Preached before his — 2 Lord CARTE 
RET T, Lord Lieutenant reland, in the Caftle- 
Chapel, Dublin. 


Rom. xiii. 3, 4. For rulers are not a terror 


to og Works, but to the evil, Wilt thou 
*. a 


gon 


of the -r D. that 


which A be- 
nat the ford in Minz en 
bn ax avenger e execute wrath 
upon Bim ta 9 
. i e 3198 14 1e ante 10 N 50D 
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The mutual Daty of Prince and People: | 


PNvesched ede Aendern of "he Martyrdem of 
* e 8 ng Enerna mm I C443 


Prov. xxv. 4:5 Jute away the eh, Nn 
"the; 1 17 7 7 —— rome forth a 
velſel for the Jake que the wicked 
from before ore E : and Bit thron ee 

be ele in bree. en 
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Ep. « eee TE 0 
No e At 22 the whole Law, 
be 


| T TY a Kenia mndbatidtency,” ha he 
. mercy of Gop ſhould be, evety-where 
in the Scriptures, repreſented as miti- 
gating the ſeverity of his laws, and ten - 
dering him compaſſionatè to the errors and 
infirmities of his creatures ; and yet he ſhould, 
at the ſame time; be ſo very rigid, as to con- 
clude men under the guilt of univerſal dif 
obedience, for the tranſgreſſion of any one 
ſingle law. But this will be reconciled, if 
we conſider, that the indulgence, granted by 
- M449 B the 


2 Univerſal 8 Ser. 1, 


the golpel, is, Af; to returning. Offendets, | 
upon ſincere repentance; and, Tecondly, to 
ſins of error. ignorance, inconſlleratipn, and 
ſuch other infirmities as are inſeparable from 
Dua. mature, 2 e e are in- 
8g his in- 


conſiſtent, both with the ends of his gavern- 
ment, and the authority of his laws: Where- 
as the ſevere ſentence, denounced in my text, 
is againſt the wilful, habitual violation of 
ſome known law, where no ſuch error or 
infirmity can be pleaded: And, therefore, if 
It ſhould be found, upon inquiry, that ſuch 

a violation of one law would be as deſtructive 
to all the ends of religion, as univerſal diſ. 
obedience, I hope it will not ſeem hard or 
unjuſt to conclude, that whoſoever ſtall keep 
the zwhole law, and 8 in one Point, 
be is guilty of all. 
No that the habitual, wilful en of 
any one known law of God, is as deſtructive 
ol all the ends of religion, as univerſal diſ- 
obedicnce, will appear ene theſc two con- 
ee 8 

Firſt, That the e of 6 OD is 


equal inſulted and "—_—_ by the ha: 


Ser. L. neceſſary to Sucial Hany. 3 
bitual voluntary violation of one law, as . | 
alle Mad,, 
Sc⸗econdly, That e 
are as effectually defeated by nnn in 
one point, as in all. | 
Firſt, I ſay that the authority of Gon is | 
equally inſulted. and deſtroyed, : by the ha- 
bitual, voluntary violation of one law, as f 
all. And this is St. James's argument. All 
the laws of Gon are injoined by the fame au- 
thority: For he that ſaid, Do not commit adul- 
tery, ſaid alſo, Do not till. Now, if thou com · 
mit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thau art become 
a tranſgreſſor of the law. And the authority 
that injoins that law, is as much inſulted; as 
if all were violated. It is abſurd to pretend, 
that we offend in one inſtance out of incli- 
nation, and obey in 'another out of duty; for 
duty exacts univerſal obedience. Don ſhall 
walk in all the ways which the Lord your 
God hath commanded you, ſaith Moſes, Deut. 
v. 33. Tou ſball not turn aſide to the right- 
band, or to the left. Humour, or inclination, 
has nothing to do with obedience : or, if 
doing what we like, and neglecting what we 
do not like, be obedience, it is obedience ta | 
our on will, and not to the will of Gop. --» 
| B 2 And, 


4 Univerſal Righteouſneſs Ser. 1. 
And, therefore, this kind of obedience is juſtly 
prohibited in Deut. xii. ver. 8. and 32. 
Te ſhall not do every man uuihat ſoc ver is right 
in his own eyes. Ver. 32. What thing ſue ver 
the Lord commandeth you, obſerve to do it. 
 Thouſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh from 
it. Again: . The ſoul that doeth anght pre- 
ſumptuouſſy, the ſame reproacheth the Lord. 
Becauſe” he hath deſpiſed the word of the 
Lord, his iniquity ſpall be upon him, Num, 
xv. 30, 31. And, indeed, it is impoſſible 
to conceive a greater reproach upon Almighty 
God, than ſuch a ſubmiſſion as this: For it is, 
in reality, to deſpiſe Gop, at the ſame time 
that we profeſs to ſerve him; it is inſult un- 
der the ſheëẽ of obedience; it is caſting off 
the authority of Go, and ſetting up our own 
pleaſure in its place: And whether caſting off 
the authority of Go o doth not include in it 
the guilt of all poſſible tranſgreſſion, let any 
man of common underſtanding judge. 

Again, as the authority of Govi is equally 

inſulted, ſo likewiſe is it equally deſtroyed, 
by offending in one point, as by offending in 
all; for univerſal obedience is eſſential to all 
legiſlative authority: I ſay, all legiſlative au- 
thority neceſſarily and eſſential y exacts uni- 
| verſal 


* 


Ser. 1. neceſſary to Social Honefly. 3 
verſal obedience; it would elſe be uſeleſs: 
nor could it poſſibly ſubſiſt, if every man 
were allowed to chooſe in what point he 
would diſobey it; for the variety of mens 
intereſts and inclinations would neceſſarily 
cauſe a variety in their choice; and when 
one man was allowed to violate one law, 
another a ſecond, and ſo on, what would 
then become of the authority that injoined 
them, when every law in the whole num- 
ber would, by this means, be trampled under 
foot, and the legiſlative authority deſpiſed 
in every point? I believe it will eaſily be 

allowed, that all morality, and all religion, 
would quickly periſh in conſequence of ſuch 
an obedience; and therefore that which would 
in its conſequence deſtroy all religion, can 
never be conſiſtent with any part of it. 

But, ſecondly, As the Authority of Go p 
is equally inſulted, and would be equally 
deſtroy d, by the habitual known violation 
of one law, as of all, ſo the ends of his go- 
vernment will as effectually be defeated by 
tranſgreſſion in one point as in all. 

Such is the infinite goodneſs of Almighty 
Gov, that he always hath the happineſs and 
welfare of his creatures in view. This Is 

B 3 the 


6 Univerſal Righteouſneſs Ser. 1. 
the great end of all his diſpenſations, and 
the evident purpoſe. of all his laws. Thor 
Halt keep therefore his ſtatutes, and his com- 
mandments, that it may go well with thee, 
and with thy children after thee, was the con- 

| ſtant ſtyle of the Old Teſtament, And Me 
know, that in keeping of them there is great 
reward. Happy is the people, ſaith the 
Hfalmiſt, whoſe God is the Lord; for the 
Lord taketh pleaſure in his people, and they 

full be- ſatisfied with his goodneſs; their 
Inheritance ſhall be for ever, and they ſpall 
receive @ crown "of glory, that fadeth not 
away. And the whole tenor of the Scrip- 
tures is to the ſame purpoſe. It is plain, 
then, that the great end of Gos govern- 
ing the world, and giving laws to his peo- 
ple, is in order to their happineſs, both here 
and hereaſter; the perfection of his precepts 
| having a natural tendency to procure peace, 
and health, and happineſs of every kind, in 
this world; and to inſpire ſuch a purity of 
mind and manners as will fit us for the con- 
verſation of angels and archangels, and make 
us capable of the beatitudes of heaven. Now, 
that theſe ends will be as effectually defeated 
by tranſgreſſion in one point, as in all, will 
, _mdy 


Ser. I. rrecefſary id Sucial Hamſiy. 7 
pear from theſe two conſiderations: Firſt, 
= rs evils derived upon ſociety from 
ſuch a tranſgreſſion, will not be leſs. than 
ſuch as would follow / from univerſal difobe- 
dience. And, ſecondly, That the morality 
of the mind will be as effectually defaced by 
habitual impicty in one inſtance, as in all. 
_ Firſt, I ſay, the eyils derived upon ſociety, 
from partial tranſgreſſions, from tragſgreſſing 
in one point, will not be leſs than ſuch as 
would follow from univerſal difobedience : 
for, firſt, one man may bring as many and 
as great evils upon ſociety, by repeated acts 
of the ſame vice, as by offending in as mau 
others as he could. For example: A man 
that will not ſwear, nor allow himſelf in 
the vices of wine and women, but will 
cheat all mankind when it is in his power, 
and ſets himſelf induſtriouſly to do ſo, with 
all the art and addreſs proper for ſuch a de- 
ſign; I ay, ſuch a man may unqueſtionably 
do as much, perhaps more, miſchief in the 
world, by that ſingle vice, than he that al - 
lows himſelf the greateſt latitude in ſinning: 
for, as, in trade, he that purſucs one branch 
with all his induſtry and application, is com- 
monly more ſucceſsful in it, and attains al 
ES. th 
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8 -\ Univerſal Righteouſneſs Ser. 1. 


85 thelcods.of Po and advantage propoſed 
ttom his induſtry, more certainly and uni- 


Verfally than he that hath many projects on 
foot, and purſues many views ar once; ſo 


likewiſe in vice, he that hath one favourite 
fin, and bends all his'thoughts to the grati- 
fication' of that one, will unqueſtionably 
purſue all its intereſts, and accompliſh all its 
ends, more ſurely and ſucceſsfully than he that 
induiges himſelf in a variety of purſuits; for 
different views and purpoſes call off the at- 
tention; and diſtract the mind; 'infomuch 
that ſome muſt be neglected, and perhaps 
none attended to as they ought. Beſides 
that, the intereſts of different vices oſten 


 Interfere, and deſtroy each other; inſomuch 


that if a man endeavour to be more wicked; 
he oftentimes finds himſelf under a neceſſity 


of being leſs ſo, i in effect, than —_— he 


would have been. 
Again, A man this jndulges himſelf but 


in one ſin; is leſs ſuſpected, arid conſe- 
quently may attain all the ends of his vil- 


lany at once, with more ſeerecy and ſecurity: 


When a man throws off all appearance of 
conſcience and religion, mankind are upon 


* againſt * * is ſomething 
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ſo hideous and deteſtable in avowed, bars _ 


faced yillainy, that the Whole world isalarmed 3 


at it, abhorg and flies it: and it will be 
hard for ſuch- a one to gain his ends upon 
e meaneſt mortal; whereas partial wicked- 
nels is covered and diſguiſed by the appear- 
ance of ſome virtues that go along with it, 
that ſhroud and ſupport it, and cover its 
deformity from the world; and therefore ir 
yery often attains its ends, ſafe and unſu- 
ſpected. It is evident therefore, that che 
evils derived upon ſociety, from trangreſſ- 
ing in particular inſtances, will not be leſs 
than ſuch as would follow from univerſal | 
diſobedience. 
In the next place, that all morality in the | 
mind will likewiſe be as effectually defaced, 
by habithal - iniquity in one inſtance, as in 
all, will if we conſider, 
", Firſt,” That the great law of charity, or 
univerſal good will to mankind, is the foun» 
tain and principle of all morality 2 all fin 


againſt our neighbour is a tranſgreſſion of 
this law: the. law'is general, and the ſe- 
yeral particular duties of life are contained 
under it. And therefore he that allows 


kimſelf to violate the general law, doth vir- 
lg Fi eh þ . _ 
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3 the particulars included 
in it; as he that cuts off the trunk of a 


tte doch effectually cut down every branch 


that ſhoots out from it. And therefore 
St. James argues very nghtly⸗ F tbou do 
not commit adultery, ret i thou kill, thou 
art 'become a tranſgreſſor of the lau. That 
is, the law of love; or as he himſelf ex- 
preſſeth it, #he royal law. For, faith he, if 
uu fidfl. the royal law atcording to the 
Dans Dou ftalt love thy neighbour as 

thyſelf, ye do well. The great law of love, 
or, as the moraliſts expreſs it, of univerſal 
benevolence, obliges us to do all manner 
of good to all mankind, and to abſtain from 
all manner of evil. And it is certain, that 
if we are influenced by any regard to this 
law; all the duties of it will be equally ſa- 
cred to us: And therefore if we could loox 
into the hearts of thoſe men that allow 
thernſelves in the committal of particular 
ſins, we ſhould find, that they only abſtain 
from others, either through want of incli- 


nation, or ability, or fear of greater evil. 
Firſt, I ſay, for want of inclination ; for, 
as corrupt as the world is, yet it hath pleaſed 


Gov io to ef and balance the vices ang 
: paſſions 


f 


Ser. 1. 1ieceſſary 70 Social Honeſty. 11 
paſſions of men; that ſcarce: any are-inelined 
to univerfil deptavity; or, if they were in 
clined, they ate not able. The powers of 
men are very happily limited by Go p, and 
no man is ſufficiefit for univetſal tranſgreſ- 
ſton: and happy is it, that they are not; for 
if partial and limited wickedneſs produce 
ſo much miſchief in the world, what would 
become of it, if the abilities of evil men 
were unlimited, and it were expoſed to 
boundleſs and univerſal iniquity? But, at the 
ſame time, certainly there is no kind of vir- 
tue in abſtaining from a vice from which we 
have an averſion, or WhIGE we are not able 
to commit. 

Again, though men are able and inclined 
to vice, yet they are often reſtrained from 
it through fear of greater evil. It hath 
pleaſed God ſo to conſtitute his laws, that 
the violation of them is not only attended 
with eternal puniſhment, but likewiſe with 
temporal inconvenience; inſomuch that evil 
and affliction are the natural, and almoſt in- 
ſeparable attendants of vice: pain, poverty, 
and infamy, wait upon it; and it is no won- 
der, if theſe very often affright their vota- 


Figs | in their warmeſt purſuits, . 


For 


12 Univerſal Righteouſueſe Ser. 1. 

For example; There are ſome vices at- 
tended with confiderable expence; ſuch as 
luxury and intemperance: and theſe ſome 
men abſtain from, becauſe, as well as they 
love them, they are loth to indulge in them 
at the hazard of that poverty and ruin that 


Waits them. There are others, who, tho 


perhaps they could bear the expence, yet 
have not a conſtitution to ſupport them in 
the purſuit; and therefore they abſtain, be- 
cauſe health and life are dearer to them. 
There is a third ſort, who, tho their for- 
tune and conſtitution would bear them out 
in their extravagance, yet are with-held by 
oppoſite principles or purſuits; their avarice 
vill not let them; ſhame forbids them; re- 
putation, fear of authority, or perſons they 
have a dependence upon, check their courſe. 
It is true, the world has the advantage of 
their abſtinence, and they themſelyes ſhun, 
in a good meaſure, the numerous inconve- 
niencies of their views; but yet it is evident, 
that in the eye of Go they are not inno- 
cent, but are, in ſome degree, guilty of all 
the wickedneſs they had at heart to per- 
petrate; and from which they were not 


with held by wy motive of conſcience, or 
tear 
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fear of Gobp: But yet, on the other hand, 


| it is hard to conclude theſe men under equal 


guilt with thoſe that allow themſelves a full 
looſe in ſinning; becauſe there ſeems to be 
ſome degree of virtue in being with held 
by ſhame and fear, and ſuch other bars and 
reſtraints as it hath 1 Gop to yp —_ 
us, in our way to vice. 81 2 4 


In the next place, that " morality' in the 
mind will as effectually be deſtroyed by ha- 
bitual iniquity in one ipſtance, as in all; will 


appear, if we conſider, that the moral vir- 


tues have a near relation, and are cloſely 


connected with one another: And the break - 


ing of one link will effectually diſſolve the 


whole chain. And that this is no ſpecula- 
tion, but true in fact, will appear, if we 
conſider, that one ſin lays men almoſt under 
a neceſſity of committing others; as rob- 
bers are ſometimes forced to murder, in 
their own defence; and murders frequently 


beget other murders, to prevent diſcovery. 
Thus it is obvious, that lyars will ſwear, to 


ſupport their falſhood; and drunkards muſt 
be idle and extravagant, and liable, at leaſt, 
to every other vice. Thus it was notorious, 
in the * ages of Chriſtianity, that 

ſchiſma- 
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ſchiſmatics eaſily became heretics; hero- 
ties idolaters; and idolaters, murdeters. 
Hamer informs us of Clyitemneftra, that 
me began with: crucley and ingratitude, in 
daniſhing her guardian; ſhe then proceeded 
to adulterys that was ſucceeded by hypocriſy, 
_ of devotion, in thanking the gods for the 
ſucceſs of her guilt; and ſhe ended in mur- 
der. And the reaſon of all this is manifeſt : 
vices beget one another, like diſcaſes; and 
it is in the mind as in the body, one ulce- 
rated and corrupt part drains even the beſt 
humours to feed it, and converts them in- 
to like corruption. 
5 — to purſues this matter a \ little more 
cloſely; let a man reſolve to renounce every 
other ſin, and yet allow himſelf in the 
ſingle vice of drunkenneſs: In allowing him- 
ſelf in this vice, he muſt be idle and extra- 
vagant, he muſt neglect his family, impair 
his reaſon, his health, and his fortune, and 
haſten his end: he is incapable of diſcharg- 
ing, as he ought, any one duty to himſelf, 
his Creator, or his country; he is at the 
ſame time in the power of every vice ima- 


ginablc ; lewdncſs in its worſt forms and 
em 
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abominations; wrath, revenge, blaſphemy; 
he is, upon the apoſtle s principle; worſe 
than an infidel, becauſe he neglects to pro- 
vide for. his own houſe; he is a bad hu 
band, a bad father, a bad friend; he vio» 
lates every duty to God, and to his neigh- 
bour; he tranſgreſſes (as occaſion” offers) 
every one of the Ten Commandments; his 
belly is His god; he is the idolater of his 
liquor; he takes the LoRDs name in vain 
every moment; he profanes the ſabbath, he 
diſhonouts his parents, he murders his beſt 
friends, and betrays their ſecrets ; he com- 
mits adultery, in his heart, with every wo- 
man he looks upon; he robs his children 
and wife of their ſupport, and their inhe- 
ritance ; he utters every folly and falſhood 
that comes into his head; and he covets 
every thing his ſilly eyes are ſet upon. So 
that we may ſay of this vice as of the evil 
ſpirit in the goſpel; it is not a lingle devil, 
but it is legion. 

Again, let a man reſolve to allow him- 
ſelf only in the committal of one other 
ſin ; vis, to exact, extort, and oppreſs every 
man in his power, from day to day, and 
from year to year; to grind the face of the 


Poor, 


4 


. 
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poor, and to inrich himſelf by their ſpoils: 
Can it be made a doubt, one moment, wie 
ther à man of this character be not com- 
pletely wicked? whether there be! oe cor: 
ruption in human nature that is not deep at 
his heart? and whether this ſingle man may 
not do more evil in the world; in the 
courſe of ſuch a life; than a thouſand other 
men, who might occaſionally violate every 
one of the Ten Commandments? Or, take 
the matter in a far leſs flagrant. inſtance let 

a man. reſolve to allow himſelf; only in the 
committal of this one ſin; vis. To eheat 
and oyer-reach others in his dealings, as 
often and as much as he can— To compaſs 
this end, muſt he not endeavour to appear 
honeſt and fair in his dealings? muſt he not 
lye at leaſt, perhaps too, ſwear, to gain credit 
to his ſmooth aſſeyerations and pretences? 
that i is, in one word, muſt he not allow 
himſelf in all the arts of hypocriſy, perjury, 
falſhood, and fraud, as well as injuſtice ? 
Does not this habit alſo include in it the 
guilt of the robber that aſſaults you in the 
highway, and the thief that invades you by 
night? Is he not the author of that poverty 


' that ſtarves your family to death, that tempts 


you 
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you to all ſorts of vice and villainy, and 
barter your conſcience and religion for bread? 
To ſay nothing of the evils he brings upon 
the fair and honeſt dealers, whom he cauſes 
to be treated as knaves and villains ;* whoſe 
honeſty, however ſincere, muſt always be 
ſuſpected, for his ſake, Who abuſes all the 
marks and characters of honeſty, to all the 
| purpoſes'of villainy . And therefore dots 
not this one habit virtually include in it all 
kinds of evil and impiety? And conſequently 
do you not tranſgreſs the whole law, when 
you offend in this one . 
1 illuſtrate this in one inſtance more: Let 
a man diſclaim all other vices, and allow 
| himſelf only in this one; vig. To corrupt 
and ruin the virtue of as .many women as 
come in his way: he will not ſteal, becauſe 
perhaps his bread depends upon the credit 
of- his honeſty; perhaps, too, the ſucceſs of 
his vice depends, in ſome meaſure, upon his 
being thought a man' of honour. He will 
not ſteal, that is, he will not defraud you of 
a trifle; yet, at the ſame time, he wall not 
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dem, pag. 63. edit. Oxon. © 
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ſeruple to rob his nearcſt friend of the 
greateſt bleſſing of his life, the affection, 
eſleem, and virtue of his wife; nor will he 
ſcruple to rob that dear friend's children of 
their inheritance, by ſubſtituting his own 
ſpurious iſſue in their place. He will not 
rob, nor murder, upon the road, becauſe 
he fears the gallows; but then — will run 
in debt with all mankind, and is perfectly 
carcleſs how many poor families are ruined 
by his extrayagance :yor ſay, he pays his 
debts, and performs his contracts in the 
common affairs of life, is he religious in 
ſo doing? Quite otherwiſe: perhaps his 
livelihood depends upon it; nor would he 
other wiſe have where withal to ſupport him 
in the purſuit of his favourite ſin; ſo that 
it is not religion, but rather irreligion, that 
hinders him from committing that ſin; one 
vice forbids another. 


Thete is ſomething ſo groſs and ſhocking 
in this vice of corrupting women, that it 
is hardly poſſible to expoſe it as it ought : 
it is like ſome deformed creatures, roo foul 
and too loathſome to be handled ; its tur- 
| pitude defends it; the bare mention of it 
Is almoſt an offence to modeſty : and yer, 


' whoeyer 
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whoever has lived long enough in the world, 
to obſerve the dreadful effects of it, will 
eaſily conclude it infinitely flagitious and de- 
teſtable; and to convince you, that it is 
ſo, we need only mention this one cha- 
racer of it, that it delights, above all others, 
in the ruin of innocence and virtue, than 
which nothing can be more deviliſn. 
And, if we add to this, the miſery and 
deſolation it derives upon all families, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, the corruption of 
body and mind; the infamy, the poverty, 
the proſtitution, to which ĩt betrays the moſt 
helpleſs of the moſt heavenly part of the 
creation, we ſhall juſtly conclude it under 
a complication of unſpeakable guilt; and 
conſequently that he that offends in this 
one point, is completely guilty of all. 
And the like may be obſerved of all 
other vices whatſoeverz for vices ate in 
alliance and combination with one another, 
as well as virtues; and any one in a very 
high degree, implies all the reſt. It is im- 
poſſible to indulge one evil habit without 
indulging many others at the ſame time; 
or at leaſt contracting ſuch a depravity of 
mind as diſpoſes a man to tranſgreſſion and 
| C 2 diſobe· 
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diſobedienee, in all other inſtances as well 


as that; and e N Kills t virtue 


within him. 109 $111: 

And ſince one deſign of the divine laws 
is,” (as I beſdte obſerved) to inſpire ſuch a 
purity of mind and manners, as mighit fit 
us for the converſation of angels and arch- 


angels, and the beatitudes of Heaven; and 


ſince habitual-iniquity, in any one inſtance, 
depraves the mind to ſuch a degree as to 
deface all morality and purity from it, it 


is evident, chat this end of the divine go- 


vernment will alſo be as effectually defcated 


by tranſgreſſion in one point as in all. 


And thus I have done with the ſcveral 
heads I propoſed. to treat on in this diſ- 


courſe: and I hope I have ſhewn, to your 


entire ſatisfaction, firſt, That the authority 
of Go is equally inſulted and deſtroyed 


by the habitual known violation of one 


law, as of all. Secondly, That the ends of 
his government would as effectually be de- 


feated by tranſgreſſion in one point, as in 
all. Theſe ends, I ſhew'd you, were the 
happineſs of his creatures in this world, and 


ſuch a purity of mind and manners as might 
fit and RESP us for the beatitudes of 
5 | | Heaven. 
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Heaven. As to the firſt of theſe, I ſhew'd 
you, that the evils derived upon ſociety, 
from. tranſgreſſions in particular inſtances, 
would not be leſs than ſuch as would fol- 
low from univerſal diſobedience; and con- 
ſequently that the happineſs of G oÞ's crea- 
tures in this world would as effectually be 
defeated, by offending in one point, as by 
offending in all. And, ſecondly, Fſhew'd 
you, that all virtue, all morality in the 
minds of men, will as effectually be defaced 
by habitual iniquity in one inſtance, as in all; 

and conſequently, that it will render them 
equally and utterly diſqualified for the bea- 
titudes of Heaven. 

The inferences deducible from this doc- 
trine are very obvious: 

And, firſt, It is obvious to obſerve from 
it, that refinement and perfection of virtue, 
introduced into the world by the Chriſtian 
religion. My brethren, is this no more than 
heathen morality? Did their utmoſt extent 
of wiſdom ſo much as ſuggeſt to them an 
idea of any thing ſo exalted and accom- 
pliſhed? Had even the Fews, who were in- 
finitely better informed, any notion of ſuch 
excellence? Quite otherwiſe! they imagined 

C 3 tat 
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Ef a zeal for any one virtue atoned for 
negligence and iniquity i in all the reſt: nay, 
have the boldeſt advocates for heathen per- 
fection any idea of it to this day? Is it not 
yet a paradox, even to the beſt Chriſtians? | 
And yet, upon inquiry, all depends upon it! 
not the purity of religion and virtue only, 
but their very eſſence; and, in conſequence 
of that, the perfection and happineſs of the 
whole race of Adam, both in heaven! and in 
In the next place, we may infer from this 
doctrine, the neceſſity of inquiring into our 
own ſtate, and examining whether we in- 
dulge ourſelyes in any one habit of vice; 
for, if we do, all our imaginary virtues will 
avail us nothing: we may perhaps do ſome 
good in the world : but then we cannot do 
it from a principle of virtue, Can the ſame 
fountain, my brethren, ſend forth ſweet 
water and bitter ? N o, if we are thus vir- 
tuous, we are virtuous upon the very ſame 
principles that we are vicious; becauſe it 
pleaſes us, and is agrecable to us: we are 
virtuous to gain the eſteem of men, or to 
gratify our vanity, or to comply with a 
ſtrong natura — ty: we arc virtudus 

| s | for 


4 
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for the ſame reaſon that the hiftorian ob- 
ſerves of Cato, Becauſe he could not be 
otherwiſe; but by no means upon a prin- 
ciple of religion or conſcience: for, if we 
practiſed any one virtue, becauſe Gop had 
commanded it, we ſhould certainly practiſe 
every other in our power, for the ſame rea- 
ſon : and, if we avoided any one vice, purely 
becauſe GOD had forbidden it, we ſhould 
certainly avoid every other for the ſame 
reaſon: and therefore, if we allow ourſelves 
in any one vice, it is certain we are not 
bleſſed with any one virtue. 

From hence we may infer (and indeed 
it is melancholy to refle& upon it) the low 
condition of virtue in the world; for, if we 
ſtrike off all thoſe virtues that were 'born 
with us, that is, which we practiſe merely 
in conſequence of our natural temper and 
conſtitution, all thoſe that education hath 
inculcated, and habits confirm'd, without the 
impulſe or aſſiſtance of religion; all, that 

fear, ſhame, reputation, and awe of autho- 
rity, have bound upon us, without regard to 
conſcience, or the fear of GoD; alas! what 
will remain with us at the foot of the ac- 
count! We ſhall indeed have, in ſome mea» 

C 4 ſure 


ſure, the temporal felicity of many virtues, 
and the world will have ſome advantage from 
them; but where will be the merit, or the 
reward! It is true, theſe good diſpoſitions 
are the ſureſt foundations of virtue; and, if 
improved and cultivated from a ſenſe of re- 
ligion, will, without queſtion, intitle us to 
the beatitudes of Heaven: but ſurely it is 
much to be feared, there is leſs real virtue 
ef this ſort in the world than is commonly 
imagined. If the church of Nome had con- 
ſidered this as they ought, if they had re- 
flected, that no virtue can be placed to any 
man's account, further than as he practiſed 
it from a ſenſe of conſcience, and duty to- 
wards Gop; and that, even there, the in- 
fluence of the divine grace left him but 
ſmall ſhare in the merit; and that no vir- 
tue, ſtrictly ſpeaking, was conſiſtent with 
any habit of vice; they would find their 
fund of merit much lower than they ima- 


aine, (or at leaſt pretend) and conſequently 


that proud, preſumptuous, pernicious doc- 
trine would fall with it. They would find, 
that no fleſh could boaſt in his fight, who 
Is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; that, 
ſhould He be extreme to mark what is done 
amiſs, 
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amiſs, O Lord, who might abide it! In one 
word, they would quickly conclude, With 
our Bleſſed Saviour, That, when they hal 
done all, they were unprofitable ſervimts. 
In the laſt place, from the doctrine of 

my text, we may infer the neceſſity of guard- 
ing againſt our favourite vice. It is agreed, 
that every man living is more prone to 
ſome vices than to others: the corruption 
of our nature diſpoſes itſelf differently, ac- 
cording to our different conſtitutions and 
habits; and the point that tends to, is out 
favourite vice, which we are ſtudious to re- 
preſent in the moſt favourable light, and leſ- 
ſen the malignity of it with all our art and 
induſtry: we intercede for it, as Lot did fot 
Zoar, Is it not a little one? and flatter our 
ſelves, that we may compound” with Gop 
for one ſin; and that, if we diſcharge our 
duty in other points, he will not be extreme 
to call us to account for this one: little 
conſidering, that every habit of vice is a mor- 
tal ſin; and that one mortal diſeaſe is as in- 
conſiſtent with health, and as deadly, as a 
thouſand; that a mortification, or a gangrene, 
may as well begin from one point, as from 
any number; and will as effectually over- 

run 
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run the whole man; that vices are con- 
nected; and that one ſin, admitted to our 
heart, is like that evil ſpirit in the goſpel, 
who, when he had taken poſſeſſion, brought 
with him ſeven more ſpirits, worſe than 
himſelf. And, laſtly, That we have ſcarce 
more than one ſin to conteſt with, the ſin 
| that does ſo eaſily beſet us; that, tho this 
world be a ſtate of warfare, yet have we, 
for the moſt part, but one mighty enemy 
0 combat; the reſt arc weak, and caſily de- 

feated. The corruption of our 'naturg dil. 
poſes itſelf to one point; and there, as in 
the breach of à fortreſs, we ſhould be 
particularly watchful, becauſe there is our 
greateſt danger. And if we are ſo falſe to 
ourſelyes, and to the Captain of our ſalva- 
tion, as baſcly to deſert or ſurrender the poſt 
he has appointed us to maintain; how ſhall 
we dare to. appear before him! eſpecially 
when we were aſſured of his ſupport in the 
conflict, and might have taken up the whole 
armour of Gop for our defence; whereby 
we ſhould be enabled t quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one, and to ſtand in 
the day of battle. Stand therefore, my bre- 
thre, in the name of Gop; having Your 
toms 
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loins girt with truth, and having on the 
breaſt plate of righteouſneſs ; and take the 
helmet of ſalvation, and the fword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, praying 
always, with all prayer and ſupplication in 
the ſpirit, and watching thereto with alt 
perſeverance, that ye may be found faith- 
ful in the day of trial. Which God of 
his infinite mercy grant, rhrough the me- 
rits and mediation of JESUS CHRIST. 


* 
* F in — 
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| particular, fk love bis: hs: even 
as  himpelf; ; and the wife fee” that 
I reverence her kulant 5 
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n E apoſile's principal deſign, in this 
epiſtle to the Epheſaans, is, to deter 
| theſe new converts from all thoſe corru tions 

that reigned i in the heathen world, and ex- 
hort them to that purity of life and manners, 
injoined by the goſpel : that they ſhould pur 
off, concerning the former converſation, the 
ald man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful luſts ;. and be renewed in the Jpirit 
of their mind, putting on the new man, 
which after GoD is created in righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs. 
Many of the deitics worſhiped by the 


heathen world, were the greateſt monſters 
2 ä of 


4 
oy 


as we are aſſured by Strabo and Atbhenæus. 
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of - iniquity and fincleanneſs, that ever were 
heard of. And therefore it is no wonder, 
if their worſhipers thought there was no evil 
in thoſe actions, which were authorized by 


the example of their gods. Nay, on the con- 


trary, foraſmuch as all religion directs us to 
the imitation of what we adore, hence it 


came to paſs, that the moſt flagitious and 


monſtrous impurities were not only practiſed, 
but injoined, injoined as neceflary ritcs of 
adoration, and actually performed in their 
very temples. And as this was the practice 
in many other places, it was remarkably ſo 
at Epheſus, (whither this epiſtle is directed) 


And therefore the apoſtle's "deſign, in this 
epiſtle, is to reclaim his converts of that city 
from thoſe abominations, to which they were 
before devoted. 

And, in order to do this, he gives them 
to underſtand, that the God they were now 
taught to worſhip, was a Being of infinite per- 
fection and purity : and therefore to make their 
adoration acceptable to him, they muſt put off 
their former pollution, and imitate his purity : 
they muſt put off the old man, which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful luſts ; and put 
F on 
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on the new. man, which after — 
ated in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. - 
For, however the guilt of their, e 
corruptions might be alleviated from the 
ignorance in which they were then involved, 
yet were they now, from the advantage of 
better information and inſtruction, altogether 
without excuſe, if they committed the ſame 
enormities. For, faith he, ye were ſometimes 
darkneſs, but now are ye light : but forni- 
cation, and all uncleanneſs, let it not be once 
named among you, as becometh ſaints. For 
this ye know, that no whoremonger, or un- 
clean perſon, hath any inheritance in the 

kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 
And ſoon after this, the apoſtle ſubjoins 
the duty of husbands and wives: the duty of 
ſubmiſſion and reſpect in the one, and of 
love and tenderneſs in the other: modeſtly 
implying, that a religious regard to the ma- 
trimonial contract was the moſt natural and 
rational method of avoiding thoſe ſenſual 
corruptions, into which the heathen world 
'was ſunk. And when he hath ſhewn, that 
the original union of one man with one wo- 
man was an emblem of the myſtical union 
of CHRIST and his Church, he adds, Ne- 
vertheleſs, 


vertheleſs, let every one of you- in particu- 
lar, &c. That is, But whatever this myſtery 
may be, however, / ſetting aſide the myſtery, 
tet every one of you in particular, ſo love his 
wife even as himſelf; erb bar 
* reverence her husbamd. 
Having thus explained wh n and 
intent of theſe words, I now proceed, from 
them, to lay dan to Jen the 1 of _ 


married Hate. 

I ſhall begin with the he, to his 
wife. And this may be reduced to theſe 
three heads; love, fidelity, and ſupport. 

Fitſt, Husbands are to love their wives. 
And this they are engaged to do; from all the 
natural and moral mocives that can Ae 
a rational creature. 1G ©: 

And, firſt, it is obſerved, FR an equality 
is neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment of an entire 
affection and friendſhip in life. For this rea- 
ſon, tyrants and ſlaves are no more to be 
tied together in the bands of love, than an 
aſs and an elephant can be harneſſed under 
one yoke. Equality is neceſſary to union; 
and therefore love is obſerved, either to find 
all perſons equal, or to make them ſo. This 


the great Author of our nature well knew, 
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and therefore he created the firft pair perfectly 
equal; and, to expreſs this equality, as di- 
vines obſerve, He formed Eve from Adams 
ſide the woman was taken from thar part, 
rather than from any other, either higher or 
lower, to ſignify, that ſhe is neither her huſ- 
band's miſtreſs, nor yet his ſlave: that as ſhe 
is not to inſult, ſo ſhie is not to be inſulted; 


but to be treated apon afoot of en * 


lity, with affection and regard. 


Again, union ig neceflary to wy to 
have the fame defires and averſions. For this 
reaſon; Gop Almighty made the firit pair of 
one-fleſh.. And Adam ſaid, This is now 
bone of "my bones; and "fleſh of my fleſh; ſhe 
ſhall be talled _—_— * n War _— 


out of man. 
And this natural unton of the Att par was 


but an emblem of that moral and myſtical 
union, that was to be eſtabliſhed between all 
ſucceeding pairs, that ſhould be joined to- 
gether in the holy ſtate of matrimony, nd 


the end of the world. 
And hence it is, that, when Adam had 


declared his ſenſe of this union that joined 
him to Eve, he adds, as from himſelf, (yet 
mew evidently by divine appointment) There- 

D fore 


34 e of the Manied State, Ser. 


fore ſtall a, man. leave. his father aud his 
mother, and ſpall cleave unto his wife: and 
they two. ſhall be one. fleſh: Signifying, that 
the bonds of marriage ſhould, from that 
moment, be more powerful than the bonds 
of nature; and that the tie of conjugal at- 
fection, which, bound a man to his wife, 
| ſhould excced the neareſt and ſtrongeſt ties of 
blood : and for that rcaſon a man ſhould for- 
ſake even his father and his mother, from 
whom he derived his being, and cleave to his 
wife, which was to be his ſecond ſelf, and, 
of conſequence, nearer and dearer to him, 
even than his parents: as ourſelves are nearer 
and dearer to us, than any other mortals. - 
Ax D. indeed when we conſider the na- 
ture of this union, we ſhall ſce evident-rea- 
ſon, Why man and wife ſhould be nearer 
and dcarer to one another, than any other 
mortals. For, firſt, they are united upon the 
terms of as intimate a correſpondence, and. 
as univerſal and intire a communion, as if 
they were one ſoul and one body. And, ſe- 
condly, their intereſt is in all reſpects perfectly 
the ſame. That which tends to make one 
happy, naturally tends to make the other hap- 
py alſo: and that which tends to make the 
3 one 
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one miſerable and uncaly, tends to make the 
other miſerable at the ſame time. 

Tx intcreſt of the neareſt friends in the 
world, out of marriage, will often interfere z 
and it requires great generoſity and diſintereſt- 
edneſs, not to repine oftentimes at the good 
ſucceſs of the neareſt and deareſt friends: 
becauſe, how intimateſoever their correſpond- 
ence may be, their intereſts are ſtill diſtin, 
and often oppoſite. Nor is it poſlible to put 
a caſe, wherein they are, in all reſpects, the. 
ſame, except in marriage. 

SUPPOSE a brother that I loved as my 
life; yet till my eſtate is not his eſtate : my 
honour is not his honour: my children arc 
not his children. But in marriage the caſe 
is actually ſo. Your eſtate is your wife's 
eſtate; it is actually her property, as much as 
yours. Your honour is her honour : and your 
children are her children; as dear and near 
to her, as they are to you; and the care of 
them, and proviſion for them, as much her 
concern, and her intereſt. And hence it is 
that the idea of an intire and perfect friend- 
ſhip is no- whete to be met with but in the 
married ſtate. 


D 2 | I 
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I Iremember but three ot four inſtances of 
extraordinary friendſhip, recorded by pro- 
fane writers, in all antiquity: and three of 
theſe are downright poetical fiftions. And 
the fourth, vis. That of Alexander and 
Epheſtion,ſcems to have no better foundation 
than an extravagant imitation of Achilles and 
Patroclus: or, ſuppoſe it eſtabliſhed in a par- 
ticular inclination and intereſt, it was, in this 
view, no more than ſuch. as might engage 
any two men of honour as neatly, to this 
day: and, no doubt, hath and doth engage 
thouſands, every day. Nor was it founded 
either in a ſimilitude of manners, (which is its 
ſureſt baſis) or in a fixt union of univerſal in- 
tereſt. 7.41 
THERE is alſo one authentic inſtance of 
extraordinary friendſhip, in facred hiſtory, 
S. That of David and Fonathan. And 
this, altho' founded in a ſimilitude of manners 
between two generous and martial youths, 
yet ſeems to be raiſed much above the con- 
mon level, by divine appointment; for the 
preſervation of David. And yet, perhaps, 
had Jonut han out: lived the generoſity of 
youth, and ſeen his friend placed high above 
him; his friend a ſovercign, and himſelf a 
ſubject; 
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ſubject; his friendſhip would not have ſo in- 
tirely ſhryived his ambition and intereſt, 
WHEREAS in marriage, where the union 
is for life, and the intereſt is always the ſame, 
the reaſons for mutual affection and confi- 
dence, muſt always continue, and increaſe 
with generous and virtuous ſpirits, to the laſt 
moment of life, To ſay nothing of thoſe 
powerful engagements to love and tender- 
neſs, from the natural attractions of a mo- 
deſt and amiable woman; and thoſe thouſand 
endearments, (no- where elſe to be met with) 
which Gop hath, in his great wiſdom, eſta- 
bliſhed for the continuance of ſo uſeful a 
rc without en ſociety n not 
ſubſiſt. | 
NA And; nothing farcly: can be: a Loci em- 
3 blem of. this union, than the two pieces of 
4 wood which Gop commanded the prophet 
Y £Ezekzel to join together, and they became 
one in his hand, Ezek: xxxvii. the mar- 
riage tie being, by the divine command, like 
the covering and incloſing rind, which 
bound both into one body, circulating all 
the mutual and endearing offices of affection 
and intereſt thro' the one, in the marriage 
| D 3 union, 
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38 Duties of the Married State. Ser. 2. 
union, as the nutritive and vital juices are 
circulated thro the other, in the natùral. 
Tux next duty that husbands owe their 
wives is fidelity. | 

As the laws of Gop and nature e oblige 


you to love your wives with diſtinguiſhed 
affection and tenderneſs, ſo do they oblige 


you to love them alone. And this is what 


is meant by fidelity in the married ſtate. 
AND this duty is demonſtrably founded 


in the law of nature. For ſince it appears 


by accurate obſervations. upon the increaſe 
of mankind, that there are more males born 
in the world than females; and that, in a 
conſtant and eſtabliſhed courſe, in the pro- 
portion of about thirteen to twelve, nearly; 
and fince the right of marriage is a right of 


nature, which all men have equal claim to, 


and yet this right cannot be obtained, if any 
number of men be allowed to have many 
wives at once, therefore no man muſt have 
many: becauſe, as many wives as ſuch men 
have above one at once, ſo many muſt ſuch 


n number of other men want. | 


Ir one man, for example, hath twenty 
wives to his ſhare, nineteen men muſt of 
— be robbed each of them of their 

natural 
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natural right. And conſequently if it be 
agrecable to the law of nature, that nine- 
teen men ſhould have nineteen wives, then 
it is directly contrary to the law of nature, 
that one man ſhould : have ee en or 
1 above one at once. 2 
- 'AnD that this union of one man wich 
one woman ſhould be for life, is evident from 
our. bleſſed Saviour's expreſs Words: I hat 
God hath joined, let no man put aſunder. 
And therefore if man cannot, muſt not put 
them aſunder, they muſt continue together, 
till it pleaſe Go to part them by death. 
And ſo far was Go from intending to part 
them before, that he plainly intended they 
ſhould ſooner part with every thing elſe, 
even their neareſt and deareſt friends. For 
this cauſe, ſhall a mun leave father and mo- 
ther, and cleave to his uf. 

Av indeed if this union were to con- 
rincte only at the diſcretion of either party, 
or for any term leſs than life, the evils that 
would be devolved upon ſociety, from ſuch 
a limitation, would be infinite: the great 
engagement to peace, and mutual love, would 
be diſſolved: all the truſt and confidence of 
the perfecteſt friendſhip would be intirehy de- 

D 4 ſtroyed: 
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ſtroyed: the aſſurance of conſolation di- 
ſtreis, of ſupport in ſickneſs, and ſociety in 
age, would be taken away froni ther earth: 
and the intereſts of families would be torn 
into ten thouſand diſttactions. In ſhort, tlie 
evils of life would-be: infinitely multiplied 
by it, and its n bee ag im- 

wee in] 0 9 
AN p — 9 — if 8 is not to be 
allowed upon any other than the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, much leſs is; adultery, or. fornica- 
tion, to be ęndured upon any pretence what- 
ſoever; ſings all the arguments either againſt 
arbitrary divorces, or in other words, either 
againſt ecmporaty martiages, or a plurality of 
wives, conclude with much. greater farce 
againſt hoth theſe yicgess, inaſmuch as theſe 
vices naturally tend to deſtroy all the bleflings 
and ſecurities of love and friendſhip, They 
create engleſs jealouſy, and conterition, and 
diſtruſt: and 'gither xuin your fortune, or 
divert it from its natural courſe, And in the 
next place, it is impoſſible for you to in- 
dulge either of theſe: vices, without allow- 
ing yourſelf either in the corruption: of in- 
nocence, or the enjoy ment of cortuption; 
and either of theſe acer overwhelm the 
ſoul 
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ſoul with ſo much confuſion, and diſtraction, 
and remorſe; as muſt, if you are not hardened 
into the malignity of fiends, either conclude 
in the bitterneſs of — or in the 
2 deſpair. N 

Fon certainly if you think at All; you 
cannot bear the reflection of having cor- 
rupted innocence; of having betrayed a Mr- 
tuous and valuable woman to infamy, and 
all the dreadful evils that await it, to po- 
verty and proſtitution, and ſuch a corruption 
of body and mind as will render her, at once, 
the reproach and horror of human nature. 
ON the other hand, can you, with lefs 
reproach to your reaſon, give yourſelf up to 
the arms of a proſtitute? To mercenary and 
polluted embraces? To the wiles of ſerpents, 
that twine around you, for no other reaſon, 
but to prey upon you, and ſting you to death ?; 
As to deter you from ſuch a ſhameful 
and corrupt courſe, read Solomon reflections, 
read the obſcrvations of the wiſeſt of man- 
kind, upon the danger of ſuch a conduct, 
and the ſure ruin that awaits it, in the vit 
and viith chapters of his proverbs. 

To keep. you from the evil woman, from 
the /lattery of the tongue of a ſtrange woman, 
luf 


- 4 
„ « 


4.8 Duties of che Married Stat. Ser. 1. 
ut not after her beauty in thine heart, nei- 
ther let her take thee with her eye-lid. Can 


4 man take fire ia his boſom, and his cloaths 


not be burns? Can one go upon hot coals, and 
his feet not be burnt ? So he that goeth into 
his neighbour's wife, whoſoever: toucheth 
her, ſhall not be innocent. And: ſurely it is 
full as certain, that he that goeth in to a pol- 
luted proſtitute, whoſocvertoucheth her, ſhall 


neither be innocent nor unhurt: but doth, 


in truth, take fire into his * almoſt i in 
A literal ſenſe. _ F 2 


as; 
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AGAIN, Gith the vile wan, Whoſoe com. 


mitteth adultery with a woman, lacketh un- 


derftanding. He that doth it, deftroyeth his 
own ſoul. A wound and diſtonour ſtall he 
get, and his reproach ſball not be wiped 
away. Nor is either the wound or the re- 
proach leſs certain in the commerce of a 
mercenary harlot. The arts with which 


theſe wily creatures lie in wait to deceive, at 


once to deceive and to deſtroy the thoughtleſs 
unwary part of mankind, are moſt admi- 
tably ſet forth in the viith chapter of the Pro- 
verbs; where, after the wiſe man hath de- 
ſcribed the lewd woman's ſhameleſs allure- 
ments, at large, he then adds the ſure ruin 


of 
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of the ſimple one that was caught by them: 
With her much fair ſpeech ſhe cauſed him 
to yield: with the flattering of her lips 
ſhe forced him: he goeth after her ſtrait- 
way, as an ox to the ſlaughter, or as a foot 
to the correction of the flocks: till a dart 
ferike thro his liver; as à bird haſteth to 
= the ſnare, and knoweth not, that it is for 
His life. Hearken unto me now therefore, O 
ye children, and attend to the words of 
my mouth, Let not thine heart decline to 
her ways, go not aſtray in her paths. For 
ſhe hath caſt down many wounded: yea 
many ſtrong men have been ſlain by her. 
Her houſe is the way to hell, going down to 
the chambers of death. 

"AND altho' vitious liberties are common- 
ly regarded as leſs criminal on the ſide of the 
man, yet in reality, and in the ſight of Gop, 
it is not ſo; becauſe the obligation to fide- 
lity is equal, is exactly the ſame, on both 
ſides. And therefore the ſame apoſtle that 
tells us, 1 Cor. viith, That the wife hath not 
power over her own body, but the husband ; 
tells us alſo, in the fame place, That the huſ- 


band likewiſe hath not power over his own 
body, but the wife., 


Ir 


FL 


44 Dutiesof rie rr iu Stafs. Ser. 1. 
I is true, the reputation of families is 
more concerned inthe chaſtity of the wife: but 
on the other hand, the intereſt and well: be. 


ing of families is, for the moſt part, more 


concerned in the chaſtity of the husband: 
becauſe he hath. it more in his power (ge- 


the family by vitious extravagance in this 
point, than the woman hath: and actually 
does ſo, in twenty inſtances to one. And 
therefore, however men may be indulged 
in cotruptions of this kind, from the liber 
ties of a looſer education, and from the worſt 
title in the world, the privilege of a long 
practice in fin; Perhaps too from the partia- 
ty of human laws; . yet are they, both from 
the law of nature; and the law of Go b, un- 
der tqual' ties of fidelity with the wife; and 
under equal guilt from the violation of it. 


er unclean perſon, hath any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Chriſt, and of God. And 
therefore, let uo man deceive you with vain 
wordt; for, becauſe of theſe things, cometh 
the wrath of God wpon the children _ a 
obeartence. 


THE 


nerally ſpeaking) to deſtroy tlie fortune of 


And this we know, that no «Horemonger, 
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Tus laſt duty of the husband, is to ſup - 
port and maintain his wife. And this ariſeth 
from the conſideration of their being one 


fleſh. Therefore the apoſtle: tells us, that 


men onglit ſo to lave their wives as their 
own bodies: he that loveth his wife, loveth 
himſelf. For na man ever yet (faith he) 
hated his own fleſb, but nauriſbeth and ebe - 
riſheth it, even as the Lord; the church. 
FROM hence it appears, that the ſame 
obligations that are upon you, for your own 
ſupport and nouriſhment, engage you alſo to 
the ſupport and nouriſhment of your wives: 


And this is accounted the more direct and 


immediate duty of the husband, becauſe the 
adminiſtration and management of the for- 
tune, is (generally ſpeaking) in his hands; 
that, being, by the divine appointment, his 
province: as being better fitted by nature, 
for the fatigues and hurry of life: and, for 
the moſt part, endowed with a greater ſtrength 
both of body and mind, to enable him to 
make a proper proviſion for his family, I 
ſay, for the moſt part, becauſe there are 
many particular inſtances, where this care reſts 
chiefly upon the wife, when ſhe is found 
bleſſed by almighty Gop with better talents 

4 for 


46 Duties of the Married State. Ser. 2. 
for thoſe purpoſes. But, generally ſpeaking, 
the buſineſs of the woman is the care of 
her houſe, and family: to relicve the man 
from the fatigue of domeſtic concerns; and 
to be, in this reſpect a help meet for him; 
and to ſee, that what he provides, is pru- 
dently managed, and carefully preſerved. 

Ap thus I have gone thro' the ſeveral 
dutics which the husband owes to the wife, 
viz, Love, Fidelity, and Support. 


SERMON 
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Wevertheleſs, let every one of you in 
| particular, fo love bis wife even 


as himſelf ; and the wife ſee that 
ſhe reverence her husband. 


F now to the duties of the 
wife; and theſe are, Love, Fidelity, 
and Obedience. | | 
Firsr, She is to love her husband: and 
that, upon the ſame principles, and for the 
very ſame reaſons, that he is to love her. 
FIRST, Beeauſe they are one fleſn: For 
this cauſe ſtall a man leave father and mo- 
ther, and ſhall cleave unto his wife: and 
they two ſhall be one fleſh. And in truth 
they arc joined together upon terms of as 
intire and thorough a communion, as if they 
were one ſoul, and one body : and, ſecondly, 
Becauſe their intereſts are, in all reſpects, per- 
fectly the ſame; which is the trueſt founda- 
tion of friendſhip. The husband's happineſs 
naturally tends to make the wife happy, at 
9 the 
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48 Duties of the Married State. Ser. 3. 
the ſame time; and his miſery, to make het 


miſerable; his riches make her rich; and his 
poverty makes her Poor. It is always their 
inteteſt to wiſh, and avoid, to deſire, and to 
deteſt the ſame things: and ſurely to have 
the very ſame intereſt, the ſame deſires and 
averſions, to be happy in each other's happi . 
neſs, and miſerable in each other's miſery, 
are the ſtrongeſt engagements, and the ſureſt 
foundations of intire friendſhip, and perfect 
affection, that can poſſibly be imagined; 
SECONDLY, She is to be faithful to him; 
and as thc reaſons of tidelity arc the fame 
both in the husband and the wife, the crime 
of infidelity is more ſhameful and ſcandalous 
in the woman; becauſe it is committed 
againſt the rules of a more reſerved and 
3 education, and againſt the natural 
decency and modeſty of the ſex: and, at the 
fame time, is of far worſe conſequence to 
the honour of families; becauſe it brings a 
laſting ſtain of infamy along with it. And, 
what is worſe than all this, it often robs the 
right heir of his inheritance, and ſubſtitutes 
a ſpurious offspring i into his place; an injury 
that is the more to be dreaded and avoided,. 
becauſe, when once it is committed, it is. 


impoſſible. to be repaired, 
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Ser. 3. Duties of the Married State. 49 
Tus much; however, may be faid in ho- 


nour of that ſex; that this crime is leſs fre- 


quent among them; and rarely committed 
till the husband's infidelity, or ill conduct, 
hath firſt provoked to it. And this is the true 
reaſon, why the infidelity of the wife re- 


flects ſo much ſcandal and diſhonour upon 
the husband; becauſe (generally ſpeaking) his 
own vices and ill conduct have brought the 


evil upon him. And therefore the only true 


way of ſecuring your own reputation in this 


point, as well as your wife's virtue, and the 
honour of your family, is to behave your- 
ſelf with ſo much fidelity and tenderneſs 
towards her, as may entirely ingage her af- 
fections, as well as her conſcience, to you, 
and you only. 

AND indeed, let any man reflect ſeriouſly 
upon the treatment the generality of wives 
meet with from their husbands, and then 
think impartially, whether they have not too 
much reaſon to be provok'd at their rudeneſs 


and neglect. Before marriage they are adored, 


and preferred before all the world: but ſoon, 
very ſoon after, they are ſlighted and diſ- 


regarded, as if they were unworthy of com- 


mon eſteem; and they are ſlighted, for the 


E very 


co Duties of the Married State. Ser. 3. 
very fame reaſons, for which they ſhould be 
reſpecttully and tenderly treated. They ob- 
ſerve at the ſame time, that their husbands 
can ſtill treat other women with reſpect and 
complaiſance: and that other men ſtill con- 
tinue to uſe them with reſpect and complai- 
ſance; and none, but the husband, ſlights 
and deſpiſes them: as if marriage, which is 
the ſtrongeſt engagement to tenderneſs and 
affection, were but a privilege for contempt 
and rudeneſs. This is in truth provoking ; 
and I am ſatisfied, the generality of thoſe 
women, who have been ſo unhappy, and fo 
wicked, as to violate the marriage vow, have 
been provoked to it, by the rudeneſs and 
neglect of their husbands; or urged to it, in 
revenge of their prior falſhood. 

Ir is not indeed to be imagined, that 
Seats treat their wives with the ſame 
reſerve, and formal complaiſance, after mar- 
riage; that, the freedom and eaſe of friend- 
ſhip forbids: but why friendſhip and free- 
dom ſhould be a reaſon for ill-treatment, I 
muſt own I cannot conceive. I am ſure they 
ſhould be reaſons of a very different con- 
duct: and I believe there is not a righter rule 
in life, or of a more importance for the pre. 

ſervation 
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ger. 4. Duties of the Married State. 5x 
ſervation of friendſhip, than this, never to 
let familiarity exclude reſpe&t. . 

Bur, after all, wives that are ſo unhappy 
as to be too much provok'd by the ill treat- 
ment of their husbands, ſhould always re- 
member, that their husbands guilt doth not 
juſtify theirs: and much leſs will neglect or 
Wrudeneſs in the husband juſtify infidelity in 
I the wife. There are arts of decency and 
good behaviour, which have inexpreſſible 
IX charms; and if a woman can but have con- 
ZEftancy enough to practiſe theſe, and to con- 
Ftinuec in well-doing, they are almoſt irreſiſti- 
ble: and it is ſcarcely poſſible to imagine 
any husband fo brutal, as not to be at laſt 
4 reclaimed by them. And women would be 
more ſolicitous to reclaim their husbands in 
this manner, by a courſe of good behaviour, 
if they conſidered, that, in ſo doing, they con- 
ſulted their own real intereſt, and the in- 
tereſt of their children; and greatly recom- 
XX mended themſelves, and their concerns, to 
3 the favour and protection of Almighty Gop; 
and, at the ſame time, ſaved a ſoul alive. 
= Whereas the contrary behaviour can tend 
to nothing but the utter ruin of their chil- 
| E 2 dren, 
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4 2 Duties of the Married Stars. Ser 3. I 
_ dren, and their own mutual amen I ' 
both of body and ſoul. 1 
ITE next duty a wife owes her husband, J 
is 8 that is, aid, comfort, relief, and 
ſupport, in all the anxieties and exigencies of I 
life. And hence it was, that when Adam 4 
Was created, Gop Almighty declared it not | 
good for him to be alone; and therefore he 
adds, 1 will make him a. help meet for, him. 
And. therefore ſuch wives, as think it be- 
neath them, to trouble themſelves about low 1 
domellic concerns, that are above the care 4 
of their husbands and family, would do well 
to conſider how they anſwer the end of their 
creation. Surely they cannot imagine, they 1 
were made for no higher or nobler ends, 4 
than to dreſs, or viſit, or to be eſteemed, like 4 
a ſtatue: or picture, for a fine ſhape, or a fait 3 
outſide. Are theſe purpoſes worthy of in- 4 
finite wiſdom and goodneſs? No, Gop Al- 
mighty intended — not only for the ſup- 1 7 
port of ſocicty; but for conſolation, friend. 3 
ſhip, and alliance; to. be partakers of the 3 
husband's joys and cares; to lighten the la- 4 
bours of life, and increaſe all its enjoyments, 1 
by ſharing in them. For, as cares are leſſened i 
by being divided, joys arc increaſed by being 1 
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communicated.” And therefore what can be 
more deſirable in life, than to have a pru- 
dent, a faithful, and an affectionate friend, 
who is perfectly in our intereſt, to alleviate 
all the evils, and increaſe all the happineſſes 
that befal us? And to this purpoſe, GOD Al- 
mighty hach endowed the other ſex, not on- 
ly with more native tenderneſs, but likewiſe 
with a certain vivacity and gayety of heart that 
bears up againſt misfortunes; or, at leaft, is 
not ſo long caſt down under them, as men 
uſually are. Their ſpirits are mote light and 
volatile, and their imagination more ſpright- 
ly and this prompts them to think and ſpeak 
a thouſand agreeable things, which would ne- 
yer enter into the heavy heart of an anxious 
and thoughtful husband; and by that means 
inſpires a chearfulneſs which is not natural 
to kim, and is a wonderful relief to the toils of 
life. And, without queſtion, this is one great 
reaſon, why Gop Almighty hath endowed 
the other ſex with a greater quickneſs and 
_ readineſs of ſpeech upon common oecurren- 
ces; that, the husband, upon his return into 
his houſe from the cares and labours of the 
day, might be entertained with chearful ac- 
3 of his family affairs; and with agreg-. 
E 3 able 
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able inquiries into his own conduct; not 
without pleaſing and proper reflections upon 
both. And therefore that diſpoſition to dif. 
courſe, which melancholy and moroſe huſ- 
bands are wont to cenſure as troubleſome 
and impertinent in their waves, is, in truth, 
an inſtin& moſt wiſely and graciouſly ap- 
pointed of Almighty God, for the relief and 
joy of the conjugal ſtate; and life would, in 
endleſs inſtances, be an inſupportable load 


without it. 
; Wrar therefore women are concerned 


to do upon this account, is this; not to ſpeak 
leſs than they are naturally inclined to do, 
but to endeavour to ſpeak better, than the 
generality of them are taught, or wont to 
do. It is not their buſineſs to check the in- 
ſtinct that Gop Almighty hath endowed, 
them with, but to direct it, and make it an- 
fer its true end, the relief and delight of 
their husband, and their houſhold ; whereas, 
when it is diverted from its right end, and 
degenerates either into impertinent garru- 
lity, or into brawling and abuſe, it forms one 
or other of the moſt hateful and unbecoming 
characters in life. And therefore Solomon 
rightly obſeryes, Prov. xxi. That 1 is bet- 
ter 


Ser. 3. Duties of the Married State. 5 5 
ter to dwell in à corner of the houſe-top, 
than with a brawling woman in a wide 
houſe. That is, it is better to be confined 
to one ſpot on the top of a houſe, expoſed 
to all the injuries of the weather, than, en- 
joying all the adyantages of ſhade and ſhel- 
ter, to be expoſed to the aſſaults of a boi- 
ſtrous tongue. And again, Ir is better to 
dwell in the wilderneſs, faith he, than with 
a contentious and angry woman; that is, it 
js better to be baniſhed the ſociety of man- 
kind, than be confined to ſuch ſociety as 
that. [ 
4 Now, there arc two things required of 
women, in order to make their converſation 
X agrecable: The firſt is, the ornament of a meek 
ſpirit, without which no other ornament 
will become them. And this, the apoſtle 
aſſures us, is in the ſight of God of high 
price: nor is it leſs ſo in the eyes of men. 
© The next is, that they endeavour to furniſh 
XZ their minds with a ſtore of uſeful obſerva- 
tions, for the conduct of life; from a com- 
petent knowledge of the manners and hiſtory 
of the world, a thorough acquaintance with 
the holy Scriptures, a particular and exact 


ſtudy of their husbands inclinations and inte- 
E 4 tereſt; 
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&6 Duties of the Married State. Ser. 3. 
reſt; and a careful inquiry into the axconomy 
and good government of their family: and 
this, joined to a fund of virtue and good hu- 
mour, will rightly direct their natural in- 
ſtinct, and make their converſation equally 
agrecable and uſeful; will give them new 
and lovelier charms, when thoſe of youth 
and beauty are long ſince waſted and de- 
bang 

_AND here ] cannot but reflect with con- 
cern, upon the unhappy methods which have 
obtained in the world in relation to thle 
education of women x. One of the firſt 
things that takes poſſeſſion of their minds, 
is the hopes of a husband; but how to be- 
conie a faithful friend, and an agreeable ami- 
able companion in the married ſtate, are 
leſſons rarely taught, and more rarely learnt. 
Superficial and ſhewy accompliſhments are 
indeed 'inculcated ' with ſufficient care; bur 
how to acquire ſolid worth,and uſeful know- 
ledge, makes, for the moſt part, but a ſmall 
_ of parental folicitude. * this means 


Among the many complaints but co juſtly made 
by women of ſenſe upon this head. there is one very 
properly introduced, in the perſon of a lady of diſtinct- 
jon, in the elevench dialogue of that excellent book called 
wwe De, G Val... Part II. p. 0 G 
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a woman becomes every thing to a husband, 
but what ſhe ſhould be; a ſocial friend, and 
an uſeful aſſiſtant. Forgetting, that the in- 
tereſt of all men makes that, one eſſential 
part of the character of a good wife, laid 
down by Solomon, Prov. xxxi. 26. That be 
openeth her mouth with wiſdom, and in her 
tongue is the lau of kindneſs. That is, As 
ſhe hath acquired habits of prudence and dif 
cretion from ſtudy and obſervation, ſo ſhe 
4 hath made it a fixt rule to herſelf, not to be 
X imperious or preſuming upon her know- 
| ledge; but rather, to make it a reaſon of 
canſtant chearfulneſs and good humour; to- 
gether with a ready, a rational, and an affec- 
tionate aſſiſtance in every exigency, and on 
eyery occaſion; in her tongue is the law of 
kindneſs, And ſurely wiſdom, ſo ſeaſoned 
and ſweetened, is amiable and delightful 
beyond expreſſion. And therefore this cha- 
racter is crowned by Solomon with that noble 
encomium, Many daughters have done vir- 
tuouſly, but thou excelleft them all. That 
is, Many other women may be as virtuous; 
but virtue thus recommended, virtue that 
is adorned with all the graces of prudence 
and good humour, is virtue in its higheſt and 
loycliclt 
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58 Duties of the Married Stats. Ser. 3. 
lovelieſt perfection; Thou excelleft them all. 
And again, Favour is deceitful, and beauty 
is vain; but a woman that feareth the 
Lord, fbe ſhall be praiſed. That is, the re- 
gard that ariſeth from colour and complec- 
tion, is tranſtent and unſteady; beauty is de- 
ceitful, a fair face may cover a deform'd 
mind, and is at beſt a fhort and uncertain 
recommendation; but piety and virtue are 
ſure and laſting perfections, which will always 
intitle the woman, that is bleſſed with them, 
to eternal veneration and eſteem. 

Bor further; a good wife is, in many in- 
ſtances, to do yet more than this; ſhe is, not 
only to relieve her husband under his houſ- 
hold cares, by the goodneſs of her humour, 
and ſprightlineſs of her converſation; but 
ſhe is likewiſe to lighten thoſe cares, by di- 
viding them with him, and bearing her part 
in the burden. And therefore the leaſt that 
is to be expected from a wife, is, that whilft 
the husband is buſied abroad, or in affairs 
that call off his attention from the care of 
his family, that care be ſupplied by her: and 
this conſtitures the true character of a good 
wife; at leaſt that part of it which is of prin- 
cipal and moſt univerſal uſe in life. 


THE 
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THE care and good ccconomy of a fa- 
mily is a buſineſs of a very diſtinct nature 
from that of making a proviſion for the ſup- 
port of it : the care of providing for a family, 
for the moſt part, reſteth upon the husband; 
becauſe that is a buſineſs of more labour and 
fatigue, than women are ordinarily able to 
undergo; but then the adminiſtration of 
what is ſo provided, is the woman's pro- 
vince: thus is the labour of life divided; and, 
if cither fail in their proper buſineſs, the 
affairs of the family are in a ruinous way. 
And upon this is founded that known ob- 
ſervation, That a man muſt ask his wife whe- 
ther he ſhall be rich; foraſmuch as few men 
ate able to take ſufficient care both abroad 
and at home; and foreign care will be of 
ſmall uſe, if the domeſtic be negle&ed. 
And therefore it is, that Solomon, in the cha- 
racer of a good wife, Prov. xxxi. 11. tells 
us, That the heart of her husband ſhall 
ſafely truſt in her, ſo that he ſhall have no 
need of ſpoil. That is, She will manage his 
| houſhold affairs, with ſo much prudence and 
fidelity, that her husband ſhall need no in- 
direct methods of fraud, or oppreſſion, to 
ſupport her luxury and extrayagance, Again, 
he 
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he tells us, v. 27. That fbe'/ooketh well to 
the 'ways' of hen houſhold, and eateth not 
the bread of idlenefs. Indeed he adds many 
other circumſtances of great induſtry, ſuch 
as her riſing" up by night, and plying the 
ſpindle and diſtaff, and providing cloaths for 
her husband and family ; but theſe being 
gixcymſtances of induſtry peculiar to a country 
life, and better adapted to the ſimpler ages 
of the world, when trades were not ſyffici- 
ently ſettled and diſtributed into their diſtinct 
claſſes, I think them not ncceſſary to be 1 in 
ſ Med on in this place. 
Now, as the care of the houſe ind family 
I the immediate and direct duty of the wife, 
it is cyident, this duty cannot be diſcharged 
if ſhe be addicted to rambling and going 
abroad, and do nor delight to dwell with her 
family; and, indeed, a diſpoſition to running 
abroad, and neglecting the care of her houſ- 
hold, is an argument of a light and vain 
mind; and is made, by Solamon, a mark of 
the moſt infamous character among women; 
for, when he deſcribes a vicious woman, in 
the tire and habit of an harlot, he tells us, 
ſhoe is loud and ſtubborn, her feet abide not 
i her houſe. And therefore all women that 
would 
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- would be deemed modeſt and virtuous, 
ſhould avoid this character of neglecting their 
husbands and their homes, as a piece of ill 
conduct, that will lead them into many 
others; and ſuch as ſeldom end but in in- 
oy and ruin. 

Solomon. hath obſerved, that the ant is a 
fine emblem and example of induſtry; and 
the obſervations of modern naturaliſts have 
made this emblem yet more inſtructive to us, 
in the diſtribution of the conjugal care. The 
male ants, they tell us, are at a certain age 
furniſhed with wings, to facilitate their ac- 
quiſition of food; whereas this advantage 
is denied the females, inaſmuch as their 
province is the diſtribution of what is ac- 
quired. 

ANOTHER principal and very important 
branch of the wife's duty, is the education 
and care of her children. For the buſineſs 
of the father being for the moſt part with- 
out doors, and the man being, from educa- 
tion and uſe, leſs fitted for the lower cares 
that are due to children; having, alſo, leſs 
leiſure to employ that way; having leſs gayety, 
to chear and enliven their humours, and leſs 
natural tenderneſs to relieve all their little 

4 wants 
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wants and afflictions; having, from nature, 
a ſtronger propenſion to ſullenneſsand ſilence; 


and being upon that account, leſs fitted to 


gratify the eager curioſity of children, in 
their endleſs inquiries after every thing that 
is new, or unknown to them; for theſe rea- 
ſons, and upon all theſe accounts, the early 
education of children reſts almoſt intirely 


upon the wife; and ſhe is, in truth, by na- 


ture, much better fitted for it. 

AN sn, in order to qualify her for ſo great 
a truft, upon which the well-being of every 
family, and, conſequently, of the whole 
world, doth ſo greatly depend; it is requiſite, 
that her mind be rightly formed, by a tho- 
rough acquaintance with the Scriptures, and 
ſome few uſefnl books ofdeyotion, to humility 
and meekneſs; to temperance and diligence; 
to humanity and charity; and, in one word, 
to all the virtues of a ſocial and a chriſtian 
life. And, beſides all this, it is neceſſary, that 
ſhe be furniſhed with a competent know- 
lege in the employments and. accompliſh- 
ments proper to each condition and age in 
life that ſo ſhe may be capable of direct- 
ing her children, how to employ their time, 
GRAY and uſefully, and conduct them 

gradually 
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gradually to virtue and goodneſs: by her 
practice, as well as her precepts. - And altho 
the mother's principal buſineſs be, the edu- 
cation and care of her daughters; yet her 
ſons alſo, claim their part of inſtruction and 
improvement at her hands; foraſmnch as 
they remain ſome years intirely under her 


tuition; and the goodneſs of their mind and 


manners depends mainly upon the firſt im- 
preſſions they receive; upon the firſt forma- 
tion of them, to . 6 and * and 


piety. 


AND, however mothers may, in theſe ages, 
be thought unequal to ſuch a task, they were 
not anciently ſo eſteemed of; but were re- 
markably ſucceſsful in the education of ſome 


of the greateſt men of antiquity. Thus it 


is well known, that Cornelia the mother of 


the Cracchi, and Aurelia the mother of 


Cz2ſar, had a principal hand in forming thoſe 
men, who were the glory of their age; and 
we have yet left an excellent lecture to king 
Lemuel, (with good reaſon believed to be 


Solomon) which his mother taught him. 


INDEED the caſe is now, in a good 


meaſure, altered, from the preſent courſe 


of education, which (as it reſpects the better 
ſort) depends mainly upon a knowlege and 
2 4 


—_— att 
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a maſtery the learned langunges; which 
vomen do not ordinarily attain to but 
then; on the other hand, it ought to be re- 
membred, that virtue and: good ſenſe are 
to be learnt in every language; and foraſ- 
much as morality and religion are now 
much better underſtood, than they were in 
the heathen world, the inſtruction of children, 
in all the important duties of life, is now a 
Vork of much lefs . chan ir Nrw. 
Axp, that mottiers may be the better en- 
abled to go through with this great task of 
education, it is abſolutely neceſſary, as I be- 
fore obſerved, that they be perfectly well 
acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, ſo as to 
be able to apply all the precepts of them to 
all the duties in life; to every purpoſe, and 
every occaſion, that ſhall offer; and alſo to 
be well verſed in the moſt uſeful and ap- 
proved treatiſes that have been publiſhed 
upon the ſubject of education; ſuch as thoſe 
of Mr. Locke, and the archbiſhop of Cam- 
bray, And this is the true way for all mo- 
thers to intitle themſelves to that real 've- 
neration, and ſincere eſteem, from their chil- 


daten, and from their husbands, which com- 
2 peltes 
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pletes the glorious character of Solomons vir- 
tuous wife ſo often mentioned, Her children 
ariſe up, and call her bleſſed; her husband 
Alſo, and be praiſethi he. 
Ax thus having gone through the ſe- 
veral branches of that aſſiſtance the wife owes 
to her husband, in order to make her an uſe- 
ful and agreeable help meet for him, I now 
proceed to the laſt inſtance of duty ſhe owes 
her husband, to wit, obedience. 
Max and woman were at firſt created 
perfectly equal. For altho' there are ſome 
paſſages in St. Pauls epiſtles, which imply a 
ſuperior dignity in the man, yet are there 
none, that infer a ſuperior authority, or right 
of dominion, on his part, before the fall. And 
indeed, when Adam and Eve were yet in 
their innocence; when their underſtandings 
were clear, and their wills upright; when 
their intereſt and inclinations were in all re- 
ſpects the ſame, and pride and vanity had 
introduced no competition of ſuperiority be- 
tween them, there was not the leaſt need of 
giving either of them power and authority 
over the other; becauſe the greateſt pleaſure 
either of them could be capable of, in that 


— was to do every thing that they 
F knew 


and, conſequently, there was no need of 
power, or command, or force, to oblige 
either of them to do, what either of them de- 
fired; But when the woman ſinned, thro 
a vain deſire of knowlege, and poſſibiy from 


a vain hope of being ſuperior to her husband, 
inthe only point that gave him pre- eminence 
over her, it pleaſed GO to puniſſi that 


vanity in a diſappointment of the very end it 
aimed at, and to make that very deſire of pre- 
eminence à reaſon of ſubjetionj decreeing, 
that from thenceforward her deſires ſhould 
de referred to the will and pleaſure of her 
husband, either to reject, or comply with 
them, as he thought fit. As you may read, 
Gen. iil. 16. And thy deſire all be ta thy 
busband, and he ſhall rule over the. 
Ap indeed the ſame deſire of pre: emi- 
nence is, for the moſt part, the cauſe of their 
ſubjection to this day. There are few women 
of tolerable diſcretion, that might not in- 
tirely preſide in their families, or at leaſt be 
perfectly at caſe, under the government of 
their husbands, if they did not too apparently 


affect to rule. And this, as it is exceedingly 
r e and the occaſion of almoſt all the 
diſquicts 
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diſhuiers that diſtract the married ſtate; ſo is 
it; in truth, immoral and irreligious; ſince 
they ate expreſly commanded in the Scrip- 
tures, to ſubmit and be obedient to their huſ· 
bands; as you may read, Epb. v. 22, &e. 
ſmuus, ſubmit your ſelues unto your own hufe 
bands as unto the Lord; for the husband is 
the heud of the wife, even as Chriſt is the 
head of the Church, and he is the ſaviour 
off the budy. That is; as CHR ISH and the 
Church make one myſtical body, af which 
CARIS᷑ is the head, fo man and wife make 
one body, of which the man is the head; 
and as CHRIST is the Saviour of the Church, 
fo likewiſe is the husband given to the wife, 
ta be a ſaviour to her; to maintain and pro- 
tect and defend her, and by his ſuperior pru- 
dence to provide for her well-being, and to 
conduct her in every inſtance of diſcretion 
and duty. But then, as the head hath no in 
tereſt of its own diftin from the reſt of the 
body, nor any advantage over the other parts, 55 
unleſs the care of directing and | 
for them be deemed an advantage, ſo hath 
the husband no true intereſt ſeparate from 
the wife, nor any advantage from his ſupe- 
n But the care and trouble that attends 

171 F 2 it. 
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it. And therefore neither hath he any rea- 
ſon to pride himſelf upon his power, nor 
ſhe to repine for her ſubjection; 3 ſince a con- 
dition of ſubjection to a wiſe and good go- 
vernment is, beyond all queſtion, the hap- 
pieſt condition in life; and a lawleſs licen- 
tiouſneſs would but put us into the power of 
every paſſion, and every folly, to hurry or 
ſeduce us to deſtruction. And I mult, inſiſ 
upon it, that it is in the power of moſt wo- 
men, by prudence, gentleneſs, and ſweetneſs 
of temper, to make the authority of their 
husbands a ſource of caſe and e e to 
both. _ 

FE Ro M hence it follows. that, a * au- 
thotity of the husband is a rational authority, 
devolved upon him by Gop, for the direc- 
tion, and preſervation, and well - being of the 
wife, it ſhould never be exerciſed but with 
that view; and that, in an humane and rati- 
onal manner: conſequently, blind tyranny, 
and brutal force, ſhould be baniſhed the ſo- 
ciety of reaſonable creatures, and is contra- 
dictory to the very nature and end of the 
marriage union. So ought men to love their 
wives, faith St. Paul, Eph. v. as their own 
bodies, He that loveth his wife loveth him. 
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ſelf: 1 no man ever yet hated his ow 
fleſh, but nouriſheth and cheriſbeth it, even 
as the Lord the Church. Dominion was 
given to man, not for oppreſſion and abuſe, 
but for preſervation and protection; on ac- 
count of his ſuperior wiſdom and prudence : 
let theſe then be the reaſons and meaſures of 
his rule; otherwiſe he defeats the ends of his 
dominion, and, at the ſame time, degrades 
himſelf from the dignity of his nature, and 
declares himſelf un worthy of the prerogative 
he is poſſeſſed of. And therefore St. Peter, 
I Ep. iii. directs the husband, to dwell with 


the wife according to knowlege, giving ho- 


our to the wife, as unto the weaker veſſel ; 
that is, making that ſuperiority which Gon 
hath given you, a reaſon, not of inſolence 
and abuſe, but of humanity, and IA 
and conjugal affection. 

AND Plutarch very beautifully to this 
purpoſe tells us, that husbands ought to pre- 
ſide over their wives, not with the ſame 7 
ſpotic power, where with men diſpoſe of 
their poſſeſſions, but with ſuch a kindly 
ſway, as the ſoul rules the body; ſympathiz- 
ing, and, as it were, growing into one with 
its ; united by all the ties of tenderneſs and af- 
Dr F 3 fection. 
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Hon. . Aud ſince the” dominion of the 
man ſceins to have been otiginally found - 
ed, by the divine appointment, in his ſupe- 
riority of wiſdom, if his heart be ſer upon 
ſupporting his authority, his firſt cate ſfould 
be, to ſupport that ſuperiority of wiſdom, 
upon which it is beſt founded. Wiſdom is 
; a natural claim to dominion, and where-cycr 
chat is, authority and rule will wait upon it, 
eſpecially when kindneſs and good - nature 
| are added to it; for then it is irreſiſtible: nay, 
In truth, kindneſs is oftcntimes, in itſelf, 
more powerful to the attainment of all our 
_ deſires, than the utmoſt ſtretch of power 
can be. And this is fincly illuſtrated in the 
fable of the ſun and the north wind *. 
Tux fable is well known, and the moral 
of i it obvious; and I would carneſtly recom- 
mend it to all mnie men * to 
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him. When the wind was weary, the fun 7 05 
yed bis chearful beams upon him ſo ſucceſsfully, 
ay melted him down into a kindly warmth, that 
coat 1. only T7 but troubleſome to bim; 
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remember, that when ſtorming ind raging 
are, ineffectual to gain their ends, kindneſs 
and good - nature wil ee or cher fail ol 
ſucc i 

An thus I ke gone chrangh the fereral 
duties of the married ſtate. 

I x duties on the mans part, I told you, 
were love, fidelity, and ſupport;-but, above 
all, fidelity, foraſmuch as infidelity, for the 
moſt part, deſtroys the other two duties, and 
is the common cauſe of poverty, as well as 
contention and hatred. And therefore it is, 
that Solomon (Prov. v.) adviſes to remove 
far from the ſtrange woman, leſ} ſtrangers be 
filled: with thy wealth, and thy laboars be 
in the houſe of a ſtranger ; and thou mourn 
at the laſt, when thy fleſh and thy body are 
conſumed ; and ſay, How have I bated in- 
ſtrubtion, and my heart deſpiſed reproof, and 
| have not obeyed the voice of my reathers, 

nor inclined mine ears to him that inſtructed 
me] And ſoon after he adds, Drink waters 
out f thme own ciſtern; let thy founturs 
be bleſſed, and rejoice with the wife of thy 
youth; let her be as the loving hind,” and 
pleaſant roe ; let her breaft rich thee at. all 
en and be thou raviſted akways with hen 

F 4 love; 
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leve. And cuby uit thou; my ſon, be raviſe 
with a ſtrange woman, and tmbrace' the 
boſom of 'a firanger © For the ways of man 
are before the eyes of the Lord, and be 
pondereth all hir goings; his own miquities 
ſpall take the wicked himfolf; and he ſpull be 
loaden-with the cords of his own ſms.” Re- 
member the:Apoſtle's admonition. Remem- 
ber, that as the wrfe hath no power over her 
gum body, but the husband, fo likewiſe the 
husband-hath no power over his own body, 
but the uuifr. Nay, although your wives had 
not any power over your bodies, yet would 
you have no right to abuſe and proſtitute 
them to the purpoſes of vice. ¶ hat, know m 
ye nat, that 'your bodies are the members of 
Chriſt? Mill ye then take the members of 
Chriſt, and make them the members of an 
Harlot? Cod forbid. What, know ye not, 
that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is in you, which you have of 
God, and ye are not your own, for Je are 
bought with a price? Therefore glorify God 
in your rar, and; a an ſpire, New are 
God's. | | 

ON Aten hand, let the enn al- 
ways remember, not only to be faithful to 


her husband, but agrecable, and obſervant; 


not querulous, not contentious; diligent in 


the care of her family, and the education of 
her children in the nurture and fear of the 
Loxp; for this is the womars juſteſt and 
higheſt praiſe, both in the ſight. of Gop 
and man; Whoſe adorning; let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and 
wearing of gold, and putting on gorgeous 
apparel ; but let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 


even the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpi- 


rit, which in the ſight of God 1s "of great 


price: Deſpiſing the ſhewy outſide of things, 


the. paltry, the periſhing vanities of this 
world, and being cloathed upon, in their 
ſtead, with the ſilent, the laſting, the invatue- 
able ornament of modeſty, and humility, 


and piety, which are of eternal excellency! 
ornaments of irreſiſtible charms, even in the 
eyes of men, as well as ineſtimable value in 


the ſight of Gop. 


AND now, my brethren, if ye VE 


theſe things, happy are ye, if ye do them. 


And ſurely ye would do them, if ye knew 


your own happineſs. Brethren, how good 
and . a thing it is to dwell together in 
unity! 
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unity! to dwell together i in an intire union 
of affection and intereſt; and in a perfect 
harmony both of heart and ſoul! forbearing 
one another In love, and keeping the unity 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, well know- 
ing, that ye are tied down to an intire and 
perfect union, by all the natural engagements, 
— by all the moral and chriſtian bonds, that 
can be imagined. And as your temporal in- 
tereſts are one, ſo alſo are your eternal. As 
ye are one body, ſo like wiſe are ye of one 
"Spirit, even as ye ate called in one hope of 
your calling; ye have one Lon b, one faith, 
one baptiſm, one Gop and Father of all, who 
is e all, ain all, n mem 


. 0 rag in the union of the 'glorigus 

and ever · bleſſed TRINITY,...be all 

* ane. and Puck, and Peak, for 
evermore. 
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Tro rain up a child in the way he vida 


I And although the giddineſs of youth, 
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LL. the wiſe men in the world agree, 
that the firſt impreſſions, made upon 


us, in our tender years, fink the deepeſt, and 


laſt the longeſt. And therefore Solomon well 
directeth, that children ſhould be carefully 


taught, as ſoon as they are capable of in- 


ſtruction, all thoſe principles and duties which 
we would deſire to have them practiſe 
throughout the whole courſe of their lives. 
If good precepts and principles are carly im- 
preſſed, and fixed, they will be ſo many lights 
ſet up in the minds of children, to direct 
their conduct through this maze of life; to 
guide them in the ways of virtue and truth, 
and in the paths that lead to everlaſting hap- 


and 
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and the blind impulſe of unruly paſſi ons, 


ſhould ſometimes drive them out of their 
courſe ; yet as Don as this tumult and infa. 
tuation is over, and the mind calmed to the 
dictates of reaſon, they will. again return 
into the way they ſrould £0. ; and when they 
are Ol, they will not depart from it. 

From theſe words, thus explained, 1 wall 
make it the buſineſs of this, and ſome fol- 


lowing diſcourſes, to lay down the duty of | 


parents to their children, in All its pa 8: 
and this I ſhall” endeavour to do, in the ilty- 
ſtration and proof of the follo\ wing | propoſt- 
rions. f 
Fir, parents are to take care of the health 
and conſtitution of their children. 
© Secondly, They are to give them good 
inſtruction. 
mmh, They are to correct them i in their 
faults. 
FTourrhiy, They are to ſhew them good 
, examples.” ow 
£ Fichi, They are to make a proper provi- 
fion for them, as far as they are able. 
And, laſtly, They are to pray to Gop for 


8 210 them. 
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Fut, L. are to take care of the health 
and conltitution of their children. 


»  & 44 


And this care ſhould; begin earlier, and 
extend further, than is commonly imagined. 

It i is a conſtant care in the culture of trees, 
to, have. a ſtri regard to the goodneſs and 
health of the c ſtock you plant from; becauſe 
ſuch as the ſtock ; is, ſuch will the cyon be; 
and the prudent. husbandman exerts the ſame 
care, in relation to all the creatures, whoſe 
increaſc he is concerned in; and would count 

it ſtrange ſtupidity, to breed from beats, 
1 were either diſeaſed, or vicious And 
with great reaſon; bends ſuch as the ſire 
or dam is, ſuch, in all probability, will che 
iſſue be. And, if men be ſo much, and ſo 
juſtly, concerned for the fruits of their trees, 
and the offspring of their brutes; can it be a 
queſtion, whether they ſhould be much more 
concerned for their own? Eſpecially as it is 
of far worſe conſequence, to bring a vicious 
man into the world, than a bad apple, or a 
vicious horſe. And therefore all perſons that 
intend to marry, ſhould take particular care, 
both of their body and their mind, to form 


both in ſuch a manner, as that neither 


ſhould be a ſource of cyil to the world; 


they 
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Wl they ſhould; abote all things, take care not to 

become the toundets of 4 vicious and an 

\li | Infected race. For tkis reaſon they are to take 
care to ſtrengthen their bodies by tempe- 
ranee and exerciſe; and to- abſtain from all 
exccſs in eating and drinking, by which thelt 
Realth and ſtrength may be impaired. And, 
above all, they art carefully to abſtain from 


that vice, ſo common and ſo fatal to youth, 

of for-whoſe puniſhment Gor Almighty hath; 

il in ſignal judgment, appointed fo ſevere and 

| dreadful a diftemiper : a diſtemper, of ſuch 
1 diſtinguiſhed malignity, and inveterate in- g 
fettion, that it deſcendeth to late poſterity ; : 


—_ 


and-is one of the chief, among thoſe remark- i 
able methods, by which GOD wiſtteth the 
Ane of the — upon the * to | 
Arnd a8 the body is to-be'diſciplined-to ; 
health and ftrength by temperance and ex- 
ereiſe, fo likewiſe ſhould the mind be diſci- 
plined to knowlege and religion, by proper 
information and inſtruction; and, by the 
practice of every virtue. Good habits ſhould 
be acquired, and vicious habits removed and 
rooted up, with all poſſible diligence, before 
men become parents; that they may not de- 
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rive 


filled the World with a race of ſiends and 
monſtets; nor the cutſe upon their poſterity, 
of having evil conſtitutions, and evil habits, 
eenweyed to them with their very being: 
fuclh habits; as may make them very miſer- 
able in this world, and lead them to cver- 
laſting miſery in the world to come; for- 
aſmuch as it is well known, that the diſpo-· 
ſitions of the mind, like the features of the 
body, are conveyed down from father to 
ſort and; as the common obſervation is, ra 
in the © blood: and therefore the firſt duty 
that parents owe their children, is, to convey 
health, and trength, and a good conſtitution 
of body and mind to them, as far as it is in 
their power fo to do, by a proper care of 
their own health, and a conſcientious abſti- 
nence from all exceſs and vice of every kind. 
And when that is done, the next care they 
owe theit children, is to provide for their 
health and ſtrength, by proper nouriſhment: 
The parents are not to think they have 
done enough, in bringing their children into 
the world in as good a condition as they 
could. That, although not the leaſt, is how - 


ever "buf the firſt part of their duty. The 
next 


oy 
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next is, to ſupport the good conſtitution they 
have brought into the world, by proper nou- 
riſhment, and care of their health. And, to 
this purpoſe, GOD Almighty hath impreſs d 
a ſtrong inſtinct of love and tenderneſs for 
their young, upon all the creatures. And 
this love is attended with ſo much delight 
and complacence in the tender offspring, as 
is a natural relief and compenſation. for all 
the trouble of education, and even for the 
pains of travail : agreeable to our bleſſed 
Saviour's obſervation, xvi. chap. of St. Jahn, 
21. ver. A woman when ſte is in travail, 
bath ſorrow, becauſe her hour is come; but 
4s ſoon as ſhe is delivered of the child, ſhe 
remembreth no more the anguiſh, for joy that 
à man is born into the world. And that 
women may have wherewithal to cheriſh 
this joy in their hearts, and to ſupport theſe 
tender objects of their love with delight, 
-Gop Almighty hath furniſhed them with 
breaſts, filled with the moſt proper food in 
the world, for the nouriſhment of their 
young; and hath annexed a very uncommon 
degree of plcaſure to the adminiſtration of 
itz and as uncommon a degree of pain and 
danger, to the with-holding of it from the 
©-4 POOr 
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poor infant: ſo tlrat this is 2s plainly a law 
of natute, to all mothers, to ſlickle their 
own children, as it is poſſible to conceive 
any law to be; attended with immediate 
rewards and puniſuments, as it . 
tranſgreſſe. 1 
As to the rewards chars ad e btw 
ance of this law of nature, poſſibly fer- 
women that hear me, know any thing of 
that matter; as having never tried the natu- 
ral pleaſure there is in adminiſtring the breaſt 
to their on helpleſs infants; unleſs, per- 
haps, their phyſicians might, at ſome time or 
other, have preſcribed- ir to them fora cure, 
or recovery. But as to the puniſnment chat 
attends the with · holding of that nouriſment 
from their iſſue, I do not doubt bur that 
moſt mothers that hear me, may be ſuffi- 
ciently acquainted with it: ſince it is well 
known, that repelling the milk by art, al- 
ways occaſions fevers, and a variety of other 
dangerous diſorders, which often end in the 
death, and always in the danger, of the un- 
natural mothers; and not unfrequently make 
their lives miſerable. And all theſe evils 
they endure, to avoid the diſcharge of a de- 
lightful duty, which they owe to Gop, and 
| CG : ig 
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to their On flcſh and blood; and to which 
ſite natural delight ; and by one of the 
ſtrangeſt natural inſtincts in the world: fo 
that we, may apply to the women of our age 
that bitter complaint of Jeremiab, in the 
Ach ch, of his Lament. ver. 3. Even the ſea- 
monſters draw out their breaſt, they give 
fuck-to- their young ones*: the daughter 
af my geople is become cel like the eh, 
in the uilderneſs. 

This is one of the effects of that falſe po- 
litenefs, which hath undone the warld. How 
much better would. it become us to imitate 
the ſimpler manners of thoſe ſeemingly rude 
nations, where all women think themſelves 
indiſpenſably obliged to this duty , from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, and think themſelves 
ſufficiently authorized in doing ſo, from the 
example of the brute world, around them 
It is true, this duty, as it is attended with 
much pleaſure, ſo it is alſo attended with 
a good deal of care and trouble: but then 
it is ſo chiefly to the poor, who are forced 


This is particularly applied to the lamenting, by. Leguat, 


p. 69. 
t Symp ſon tells us, in his Voyage to the Eaft-Indies, that in 
the Moluques mothers ſuckle their own children ; ; and dare do 


no otherwiſe, not even the n; alle the example of 
beaſts, P+ 141 * bing ; 
to 
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to ufdergo it all chemlelyes ; F "ad 1 et theſ ſe 
| are almoſt the only people that di (charge itz 
and cen! theſe own, that the pleaſure of it. 
greatly. exceeds the pain: and it is plain it, 
muſt be io, both from the goodneſs of Gon,, 
and the preſervation of the creatures, which, 
muſt otherwiſe. periſh. And this i is clearly, 

evidenced from the” Joy and complacence ex: 
preſſed by the poorelt creatures, in the Per: 
formance 2 it. And the reaſon of chis is 
evident: the breaſt i is one of the moſt ner 
vous and delicate textures of our frame; and 
wonderfully, rte by the Author of our 
being, for thoſe fine ſenſations, Which the 
ſoft and tender infant-organsa are as well fitted 
to produce; ; the natural conſequence of 
which is, love, joy, and complacence in the 
inſtrument of that innocent happineſs; and 
love makes toil not only tolerable, but de- 
lightful: and, if women of better condition 
would but once ſuffer themſelves to be go- 
verned in this point by the dictates of their 
duty, I am ſatisfied, that to them it would 
be doubly delightful; inaſmuch as they could 
eaſily be relieved by the aſſiſtance of ſer- 
vants, from every thing offenſiye and vexa | 
tious in that parental office: and then, no- 
G 2 thing 
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thing would remain in the diſcharge of it, 
befides the natural pleaſure that atrends it; 
and this, without any regard to the joys of 
a good conſcience, would be abundantly its 
own reward. Or, ſay it were not, where is 
there any duty in life, that is not attended 


with ſome uneaſineſs? And if that could 


exciſe from the diſcharge of it, there would 
be no ſuch thing as virtue in the world: 
merit and detnerit, praiſe and diſptaiſe, would 
be taken away from the carth; and then 
idleneſs and induſtry, courage and cowar- 
dice, would be reduced to one value; and 
temperance and chaſtity would be placed 
upon the Gmc level with diſſolution and 
drunkenneſs. And therefore if women have 
any regard to the diſcharge of duty, in a point 
of ſo great conſequence, both to their own 
health and happineſs, as well as to the health 
and happineſs of their children, and the good 
of mankind, they are, in the ordinary courſe 
of things, indiſpenſably obliged to nurſe 
their own children, at their own breaſts, if 
they are fitted fo to do, and their health 
will allow it. And how much more rational 
and eligible is this, than to expoſe them (as 
is ROW the common practice) to the neglect 
and 
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and cruelty, to the vices and diſtempers, of 
mercenary women, who can have no regard 
to them, from any other tye but that of in- 
tereſt! And, foraſmuch as they often find 
their account in the death of the infant, 
more than in its life and health, there is no 
' queſtion, but the proſpect of thoſe perqui- 
fites which attend a new nurſing, often 
tempt them to many inhumane methods of 
getting rid of the- incumbrance of one in- 
fant, to make way for another they expect 
more adyantage from. And, on the other 
hand, if they find their account in the life 
of the preſent child, (as, Gop knows, their 
whole ſubſiſtence often depends upon it) 

then are they too much tempted, never to 
let him die; I mean, to impoſe another 
upon you, - when he doth. And, by this 
means, the ſpurious iſſue of idlers and va- 
grants, the dregs of ſtews and brothels, are 
ſubſtituted in the place of your own legiti- 
mate offspring, and divide the inheritance 
with the brethren; or perhaps come ſingle, 
and alone, into the enjoyment of all that 
fortune, which you have toiled out your 
lives to gain; it may be, to the loſs of your 
G 3 OWN 


86 The Duty of Pagans Ser. 4. 
own ſouls. And, no queſtion, hut this is 
often the caſe; hen the apparent children of 
good men, and good women, who bars bern 
well principlad, and carefully educated, in 
the fear of Gop, betraꝝ ſuch profligate, pet 
verſe, abandoned diſpoſitions, as are no way 
to be accounted for , upon any natural prin- 
ciples, other than their being the ſecret iſſue 
of other parents, from whom they have de- 
rived the hidden ſceds . ſo much villainy and 
corruption. 

To all this may be added another motive 
of great importance to all mothers ; the early 
engaging the tender affect ions of their iſſue 
in their favour; which is perhaps the beſt 
{ccurity of their duty. It is well known, 
that nurſing hath a natural tendency, and 


8 


(if either are not very abandoned) muſt, in 
ſome meaſure, create a mutual endearment 
between parents and their children, now 
too little ſeen in the world. Children are 
generally ob ſerved to retain an uncommon 
affection for ſuch nurſes as have treated 
them well, until they are laughed out of 
1: nor is it altogether without reaſon, that 
ig ſome countries, the being nurſed upon 
| the 
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the ſame breaſt, is thought a natural founda- 
tion of relation *. _ 

AND thus much for the 9 of Mothers, 
in providing for the health and ſtrength of 
their children by proper nouriſhment, I 
now proceed to the duty of the Father; for 
neither is He exempt from his portion of 
the parental care, in this point, ſince it is 
equally his concern: and, therefore, as the 
immediate adminiſtration of nouriſhment is 
incumbent on the mother, it is the duty of 
the father to make a ſufficient proviſion for 
her ſuppott in the adminiſtration of it; and, 
by all poſſible marks and methods of tender- 
neſs and good- nature, to relieve, and make 
her as happy as he can, in this moſt important 

article-of the conjugal care, And this is no 
more than what inſtinct inſpirerh many of 
the inferior creatures to do. And, if natu- 
raliſts rightly inform us, it is to this we chiefly 
owe all that harmony that fills our fields and 
our groves, at the approach of ſpring; Gan 
Almighty having ſo appointed it, that the toil 
of incubation ſhould be relieved by ſprightly 
* Thus the Siamites call their nurſes, mothers. Kem- 


fer's Hiſt. of Japan, p. 15. And both they and the Iriſb 
call thoſe brothers and ſiſters who have ſucked the ſame 


breaſts, 


G4 muſic z 
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muſic; that, whilſt the hen ſits upon the eggs, 
ſhe ſhould be relieved, under that painful and 

tedious confinement, by the ſongs of her 
mate: and where the male is not endowed 
with a power of relicving her toil in this de- 
lightful manner, then we are aſſured, he 
divides it with her; and is frequently ſeen to 
force her from the neſt, that he may ſucceed 
to his portion of the trouble. 

Ap, beſides all this, where the care 
of incubation will not ſuffer the female to 
take her uſual range in ſearch of food, her 
mate takes care not only to provide it 
ſeaſonably for her, but alſo to adminiſter it 
in the tendereſt manner (a). And, ſurely, 
= what inſtinct inſpireth the lower creatures to 
1 act, in a point fo neceſſary to their preſerva- 
tion, reaſon, good - nature, and affection, 
ſhould yet more ſtrongly direct, in beings 
who boaſt of higher MOOR and ſupe- 
rior excellence. 

Ax thus much for the duty of parents, 
in providing for the health and good 2 1 
tution of their children. 


(a) This I f. peak from certain knowlege, grounded 
upon long and — obſervation. | 
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Train up a child in the way be ſhould 
20. and when he is old, he will not 
— from it. 


HE next duty that parents owe their 
children, is, to give them good in- 
ſtruction. 

Tur care of the body, however i impor- 
tant, is yet but a lower concern. It is true, 
as it is the inſtrument of the ſoul, care ſhould 
be taken to make it as uſefully ſubſervient 
to it, in its operations, as is poſſible. And, 
foraſmuch as this is not to be done without 
health, and a good habit, therefore we owe 
the ſame care to the body on theſe accounts, 
that a muſician doth to his inſtrument; be- 
cauſe, if that be neglected, if it be either 
broken or abuſed, or if the ſtrings be of 

an undue tone or texture, it will never an- 

ſwer the ends of his art; but will often ſend 
forth a diſagreeable diſcord, inſtead of a de- 
lightful harmony, ----For this reaſon, the firſt 


and 
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and-great carc in life ſhould be, to join a 
ſound mind to a ſound body; and to preſerve 
both in their perfeQtion.----Now, foraſmuch 
as the mind is believed, by many wiſe men, 

to come into the world a perfect blank, free 
from all characters of good or evil, and ca- 
pable of any; and, forafmuch as knowlege 
and virtue are its health and ſtrength, there- 
fore the firſt duty, in life, is to impreſs right 
notions, and good principles, upon it, in the 
beginning: And, for this reaſon, you are 
firſt to impreſs a ſtrong awe of Almighty 
Gop upon the minds of your children; of 
that Gov, who made all things in heaven 
and in-carth, by the word of his mouth; 
and can deſtroy them again at his pleaſure : 

_ of that Gop, who knoweth the ſecrets of 
our hearts, and ſeeth the thoughts afar off : 

and there is not a motion in our minds that 
is hid from him ; bur he will puniſh all evil 
thoughts, as well as evil actions, with dread- 
ful vengeance; and, on the contrary, will 
reward every act, and every intention of vir- 
rue; with exceſs of happineſs! And when 
your children know all this, your next care 
is to teach them, as far as they are capable 


of learning, what virtue and goodneſs is: 
and, 
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and, on the contrary, what thoſe wicked 
actions are which will offend Gap, and pro- 
voke his wrath againſt us; and then inſpire 
them, by all poſſible methods, with the love 
of the one, and abhorrence of the other. 
The virtues, which they are firſt to be taught, 
are, to love, and do all good offices to, all 
around them: to pity the miſeries and miſ- 
fortunes of all they ſee in afflition; and to 
be charitable to the poor. And all this moſt 
children are capable of learning, cyen before 
they can ſpeak: whereas the contrary to this 
is the practice of moſt parents; or, at leaſt, 
of thoſe to whoſe care they commit their 
children. Wrath, revenge, and cruelty, are 
the firſt paſſions children are taught to exert: 
if they fall, the ground is to be beaten in 
revenge: if any one offend them, they are 
taught to ſtamp, and clinch their fiſts, and roar 
out ſome expreſſions, even of inarticulate 
rage, againſt them : if birds, or other poor 
creatures, are brought to them, to divert 
them, they are to be abuſed and killed. 
And thus, inſtead of being early inſtructed 
in meekneſs and compaſſion, in humanity 
and good-nature, they are taught reſentment, 
and wrath, and cruelty, in their yery cradles. 

Vices 


— ord. CO - 
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Vices which, in all probability, the beſt in. 
ſtruction in the world will never be able to 


unteach them for the reſt of their lives :---- 


and ſo they become monſters of oppreſſion 
and inhumanity to all they deal with. 


Ihe ſentence of the Areopagus, one of 


the wiſeſt aſſemblies of Greece, or of the 
world, is well worth our attention on this 
head: they condemned, and paſſed a ſevere 


ſentence upon, a child, who diverted himſelf 


with putting out the eyes of quails; con- 
ſidering that action as a mark of a moſt de- 
teſtable diſpoſition, which, if it were ſuf- 
fered to grow up with impunity, would be 


pernicious to a great number of people. 


The next virtue that children are to be 
taught, is Veracity; that is, to tell the truth 
upon all occaſions: and this is a virtue in 
which they will be more caſily inſtructed; 
becauſe it is a virtue to which all children 


are naturally diſpoſed ; and from which moſt 
of them are warped with difficulty. And 


to confirm them in this diſpoſition, they are 
to know, that this is a virtue which Gop 
Almighty hath a peculiar regard for; that he 
delighteth to be called the God of truth: 


that mercy and truth are his great attributes; 
" _ 
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that none ſhall abide in his tabernacle, none 
ſrall dwell in his holy hill, but he that ſpeak- 
eth the truth from his heart. On the other 
hand, they are to be taught the utmoſt dread 
and abhorrence of a lye: that the devil is a 
lyar, and the author of it; but that Goo 
Almighty hateth and deteſteth it: that he 
hath declared, by the mouth of Solomon, 
that lying lips are an abomination unto the 
Lord; and that he that ſpeaketh lyes ſhall: 
not eſcape : and whereas moſt lyes are told 
to hide faults, every fault, that is confeſſed 
with ingenuity, and ſorrow for having com- 
mitted it, ſhould be forgiven; but a lye 
ſhould never be forgiven, but corrected with, 
double chaſtiſement; and for this plain rea- 
ſon, becauſe it doubles every fault that is 
committed, by adding known falſhood to 
it. This, I fay, is what children /hould be 
taught; but the very contrary to this is too 
often what they are taught. They are threat- 
ened and flattered into falſhood, as ſoon as 
they are capable of being guilty of it. And 
almoſt the firſt ſentence a child learns, after 
he can ſpeak, is a lying excuſe for his nurſe, 
or his ſervant. If he fall, or be hurted, by 
their negligence, he is to deny it to death. 
If 
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If they have given him any food that makes 
him ſick, he is to deny it ſtedfaſtly, altho' 
the lye ſhould coſt him his life. I believe 
there are fe that hear me, who have not 
known ſeveral, and heard of many more, in- 
ſtances of children, who have loſt their 
limbs, and been eripples all their life long, 
by this corruption of their attendants. 
But how many thouſands have loſt their lives 
in this manner, is impoſſible to ſay.----And, 
indeed if they only loſt their limbs and 
theit lives, the evif would be, in ſome de- 
gree, tolerable; wliereas this early habit of 
lying depraves the mind, beyond any other 
whatſoever; and betrays children into f6 
much impudence and effrontery, as makes 
them hardened to every virtue, and obſtinate 
in every vice: and of confequence muſt end, 
too oſten, in theit eternal ruin. 

Jo this we owe that ſtedfaftnefs in fag 
hood, confpicuous in the charactets of ſome 
men; men that allow themſelves in the vileſt 
and moſt villainous falſhoods, that can any 


way contribute to increaſe their gain, or hide 
their guilt; to mask and diſguife their hypo- 
criſy, and raiſe the reputation of their rigu- 
teouſneſs: and though — ſhould be in- 
* ſtantly 


Ser. 5· 10 their Children. 
ſtantly detefted, and. expoſed even 1 — 
merous aſſemblies, this makes no change in 
their conduct; for the hypocrite's whole life 
is one. continued lye: you may confute, but 
you can't confound him. They receive our 
correction with ſuch a placid compoſure, with 
ſuch a meckneſs and humility in hypocriſy, 
that you, can ſcarce believe your ſenſes to 
their diſadvantage: How is it poſſible ſuch 
meck, ſuch diſintereſted, ſuch ſanctiſied men 
ſhould be villains? And, indeed, it would be 
hard to account for it, were we not in- 
formed by the Spirit of Go, that the great 
father of lyes can, upon occaſion, W e 
himſelf into an angel of light. 910 18 | 
Another duty, which children ſhould- be 
carly taught, and which, perhaps, will be 
the beſt guard ian of their veracity, and every 
other virtue, is an awful regard, and high 
veneration, for the Name and Honour of 
Gop : for this will eſtabliſh a high ſenſe of 
the divine power and majeſty in the minds 


of children, when they underſtand that his 
name is not to be mentioned, but with awe 
and reverence.----And yet, GoD knows, the 
direct contrary to this is the practice of the 
world and the very firſt words children are 

often 
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which, of all others, will beſt prepare them 


Ser. 5. 
often taught to pronounce, is ſome profa- 


rien in a curſe, ot 


an oath. 

De fear of the Lord (faith Solomon) is 
the beginning of wiſdom : Children are in- 
fluenced into duty by the impreſſions of fear, 
even before the uſe of reaſon; and, there- 
fore, the fear of G op ſhould be inculcated 
as carly, and as deeply, as poſſible; as the 
ſureſt means to inſpire them with caution and 
conſideration, which are the ſure founda- 
tions of wiſdom and virtue; and the beſt 
guardians againſt error and impiety: 
whereas, when children have got carly ha- 
bits of profaning the name of Gop, they 
immediately loſe all ſenſe of fear towards 
him; and, with that, all ſenſe of religion 
and virtue; and ſo become utterly profli- 
gatc, and abandoned to all vice and villainy ! 


inſomuch that, I believe, there ſcarcely 


ever was one inſtance of any child, who was 


carly allowed to curſe and ſwear, that ever 


became a good man, to the laſt day of his 
1 

The next virtue, in which I would have 
children inſtructed, is, Humility. The virtue 


for 
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for all the croſs accidents and calamities they 
are ſure to meet with in life, will give them 
the trueſt ſenſe of their own corruption, and 
weakneſs, and vanity; and of conſequence, 
will diſpoſe them to contentment and reſig- 
nation, under all the diſpenſations and cha- 
ſtiſements of the Divine Providence. And 
this is a virtue, which the modeſty of their 
tender years will incline and enable them to 
practiſe with eaſe: whereas, in the common 
courſe of education, they are carefully ini- 
tiated into the contrary vice, and are taught 
pride, with as much diligence, as if it were 
the moſt important duty in life: and, as if 
the delay of fo excellent an inſtitution;- were 
of dangerous conſequence, they take eare 
to begin with it betimes, and inſteu@&thew 
in it, as ſoon as they are capable of diſcern- 
ing their own figure in the glaſs: andithen is 
the imagination of the poor young creature 
bewildered, with all the gayeties that vanity: 
can invent; laces, ribbons; feathers, fineries; 
and fopperies of all kinds and coloatꝭ are 
crowded together, to adorn the tender clay; 
and the imagination of one, if not both 
parents, is ſtretched, to diſpoſe and vary alt 
theſe to 9 that the poor little pas 

H geant 


98 The Duty of PaxtuTs Ser. 5. 
geant may, by all means, be early taught to 
ſet a right value upon its perſon; and to di- 
ſtinguiſh itſelf from other children, whoſe 
parents have leſs fortune or foppery than 
its on. The conſequence from all this is, 
that ſo ſine a ereature cannot bear to go into 
a cold dirty ſchool, or mix with a herd of 
tattered children; and ſo is kept at home, 
for fear of ſpoiling its fine cloaths, or its fine 
complexion.— And by this means, its little 
head is in a very little time ſo intirely filled 
with ſuch. fine ideas of dreſs, and faſhion, 
and vanity, that there is no room left for 
any thing good or uſeful ever after. If the 
child be of the other ſex, it is odds, but ſhe 
is committed, perhaps truſted intirely, to the 
care of an ignorant and phantaſtic ſervant, 
who; ifſhe hath the good fortune to be born 
a forcigner, is, from that | ſole advantage, 
without the recommendation of any one 
uſeful talent in life, too often thought quali- 
fied to educate children of the higheſt con- 
dition; and will take ſpecial care, never to 
ſpoil the ſine eyes of her pupil, either with 
work, or reading; never to moleſt her mind, 
either with the low troubleſome knowlege 
* family affairs, or with the ſeyerities of 
* religion 


av 
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religion and virtue; will teach her to ſpeak 
a foreign language with great eaſe and vo- 
lubility, perhaps without knowing how to 
read her owõn - and, what is infinitely worſe, 
will be too apt to unteach her the auk ward 
unfaſhionable virtues of modeſty and reſerve; 
will let her underſtand, that bluſhing is the 
higheſt crime ſhe can be guilty of; and that 
ſhe onght to be aſhamed of nothing, but be- 
ing out of countenance, or out of faſhion: 
in a word, will make her a complete, per- 
haps a perverted woman, before ſhe _—_ 
what it is to be a chila. 

If the child happen to be os <6 nid 
kind; it is odds, but a French:tutor will do 
as much by him. I would here by no means 
be underſtood to mean any. refloction upon 
that great nation, which hath produced ſo 
many men of eminence in every branch of 
uſeful knowlege I cenſure nothing but 
our on folly, in too often chooſing the 
meaneſt of that nation, forthe moſt impor- 
tant office in life, the gducation of our chil- 
dren . Theſe are who from their skill 
in outward ornaments due too often abſurdly 
chaſen, to infuſe inward; accompliſhments; 
men who will carry their pupils, by a ſhort - 

| - 35 road, 
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toad, thro” coffee-houſes, play-houſes, and 
aſſemblies, into what they call, the knowlege 
of the world; without paſſing through the 
tedious round of old and obſolete books 
and languages, and the ſevere diſcipline of 
ſtudy z and without incumbering their fine 
 htads with the lumber and pedantry of arts 
and ſciences. Such is that deteſtable edu- 
cation, by which many of the beſt fortunes 
and families amongſt us are too carly cor- 
rupted and crampt, to the reproach and ca- 
damity of their country! Men, well known, 
and ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed in all places of 
Public reſort; except the Church, the Senate, 
and the Courts of juftice : for in the firſt of 
theſe, they are rarely ſeen, at leaſt to any 
good purpoſe; and in the reſt, as rarely heard. 
And-altho': fome, by the force of a better 
genius, and the influence of the Divine 
Grace; may break thro the prejudices of ſo 
uithappy an education; yet theſe are but few, 
and rare, in compaxiſon of the mighty num- 
bets that are utterly undone by it. 
Another virtue that ſhould be early and 
carefully taught children, is Juſtice; and that 
equity and honeſty in our dealings, which is 
_ preſcribed by this virtue, is fo very agrecable 
5251 | | to 
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to the firſt rudiments of reaſon, that children 
are very early capable of it. And to give 
them a high veneration for this virtue (which 
is the ſhicld of right, and the bond of peace), 
they are to be taught, that it is of high value 
in the ſight of Gop; that juſtice and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his throne; and 
that he hath in his holy word promiſed great 
and laſting bleſſings upon thoſe that practiſe 
this virtue from the heart : that God 
bleſſeth the habitation of the juſt ; that they 
are under his immediate care and protection: 
that he hath promiſed, that no evil ſhall 
happen unto them ; and that he will deliver 

them from trouble. | 
On the other hand, they are to be inſpired 
with the utmoſt deteſtation and abhorrence 
of all fraud and iniquity in their dealings 
They are to be taught, that eyery degree of 
theſe vices. are marks of the meaneſt and 
baſeſt minds; that there is as much villainy 
in defrauding a ſchool-fellow of a taw, or 
a trifle, as in robbing him of any thing of 
greater value——for if a child be allowed to 
do injuſtice in a trifle, he will be much more 
tempted to it when he can gain conſiderably 
by it. And therefore he is to be taught, 
| H 3 that 
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that this is a vice which will render him de- 
ſpicable, as well as hateful, in the eyes of 
the world; and doubly odious in the fight 
of Gop—that falſe weights and falſe mea- 
fares are an abomination to him that if 
any man defraud his brother, Gop hath de- 
clared himſelf an avenger of all ſuch —- 
that he hath declared, that neither Zhieves, 
nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
ef God. Your children are to be carly and 
carefully taught, that nothing under heaven 
can juſtify any degree of fraud or iniquity in 
our dealings; that no pretence, even of good 
intentions, or pious purpoſes whatſoeyer, 
can ſanctify wicked means; that we muſt 
by no means do evil, that good may come; 
and that the Spirit of Gop hath expreſsly de- 
clared of all that do ſo, by the mouth of 
his holy apoſtle, that their amnation is juft : 
that Gop himſelf hath declared by the mouth 
of his prophet 1/aiah (1xi. 8.) that he hateth 
robbery, though it were for a burnt-offering, 
And above all, they ſhould be carefully 
taught, that of all robberies, they are the 
moſt heinous, the moſt hateful, the moſt 
abhorred of Gop, who have the ſpoils of the 
aer and the orphan for their object; the 

help- 
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helpleſs orphan; the ſickly, the aged, the 
deſolated widow. O Lord, righteous and 
juſt, how juſt are thy judgments, which thou 
haſt pronounced againſt their oppreſſors in 
thy holy writ! Oppreſs not the widow, nor 
the fatherleſs, nor the poor, ſaith Zecha- 
riah (vii. 10.). And he obſerveth of all that 
do ſo, that they made their hearts as an ada- 
mant-ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the law, 
and the words which the Lord of hoſts hath 
ſent in his Spirit by the prophets——There- 
fore came a great wrath from the Lord of 
hoſts— therefore it came to paſs, that as he 
cried, and they would not hear; fo they 
cried, and I would not hear, faith the Lord 
of hoſts. Mo to thee that ſpoileſt, and thou 
waſt not ſpoiled ( faith Iſaiah, xxxiii. 1.) and 
dealeſt treacherouſly, and they dealt nat 
treacherouſiy with thee. Rob not the poor 
( faith Solomon, in the xxiid ch. of his Pro- 
verbs, Rob not the poor) becauſe he is poor; 
neither oppreſs the afflified in the gate: 
for the Lord will plead their cauſe, and 
ſpoil the ſoul of thoſe that ſpoiled them. 


H 4. Gop, 
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God, of his infinite mercy, deliver this 

audience from this guilt, and from the 
vengeance due to it; through the me- 
tits and mediation of ISS CHRIST. 
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SERMON VI. 


PRO v. xxii. 6. 


71 rain up a child in the Way he ſhould 
go; and when be is old be will not 


depart from it. 


N a former diſcourſe upon theſe words, 
1 propoſed to conſider the Duty of Pa- 


rents to their Children in the tollowing 
order: 


Firſt, That — are obliged to take 
care of the health and conſtitution of 
their children. 

Secondly, That they are to give them 
good inſtruction. 

Thirdly, That they are to correct them in 
their faults. 

Fourthly, That they are to Gow them 

good example. 

Fifthly, They are to make a proper pro- 

viſion for them, as far as they are able. 


And, laſtly, They are to pray taGop for 
them. 


Under 


"2 
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Under the firſt of theſe heads, I ſhew'd it 
to be the previous duty of all perſons that 
entered into the married ſtate, to take care, 
that their conſtitutions were not impaired 
by intemperance, or exceſs, or vice of any 
kind; nor their minds infected with evil 
habits, inaſmuch as evil | diſpoſitions are 
found by experience, to be propagated as 
well as evil conſtitutions :- and altho it be a 
reflection of ſufficient dread and diſquiet, 
to be the author of a miſerable infected race 
of wretched mortals; yet it is infinitely more 
ſo, deliberately to diffuſe vice and villainy 
among mankind, and entail them upon late 
poſterity, to be the founder of a _ of 
fiends. © 

In the next place, I ſhew'd it to be bake 
indiſpenſable duty of mothers to nurſe their 
own children, if their health and conſtitution 
will allow it: that this is indiſputably a law 
of nature ; and, as ſuch, guarded with evidcnt 
and ſufficient ſanctions; the obſervance of 
it attended with the reward of ſignal plca- 
fare and happineſs to the parent; and the 
tranſgreſſion of it, with dangers and puniſh- 
ments of yarious Kinds, 


The 
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The next duty of parents which I conſi- 
dered in my laſt diſcourſe, was that of 
giving their children good inſtructions: and 
the firſt part of this duty, I told you, was to 
give them early and ſtrong impreſſions, of 
the awe and veneration of that great Being, 
that made heaven and earth; that ſearcherh 
the ſecrets of the heart, and ſeeth the 
thoughts afar off —the Almighty Author of 
ſure and unerring vengeance to the wicked, 
and infinite and unſpeakable rewards to the 
righteous; and then, gradually ro explain 
and inculcate the ſeveral virtues, that will 
intitle them to his favour, and inſpire the 
utmoſt abhorrence of thoſe vices, that will 
draw down his vengeance upon them. 

The chief of theſe virtues, I told you, 
were Mercy, Humility, Truth, and Juſtice ; 
which are the nobler and more immediate 
tranſcripts of his own perfections, the great 
guardians of peace upon earth, and good. 
will towards men: and under ſome of theſe 
heads, I ſhewed you the pernicious practice 
of parents and ſervants, in early initiating, 
and carefully inſtructing children in many of 
the contrary yices, Wrath, Ryenge, Cruelty, 

| | | | Pride, 
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Pride, Lying, and profaning the Name of 
God, in unhallowed oaths and curſes. 

I concluded with an earneſt exhortation 
to parents, early and carefully to inſtruct and 
exerciſe their children in the principles and 
in the practice of juſtice ; which is the ſhield 

of right, and the bond of peace : to teach them 
that nothing under heaven can juſtify any 
fraud or iniquity, in our dealings; that no 
pretence of good intentions or pious pur- 
poſes whatſoever, can ſanctify wicked means. 
Having this conſidered the principal vir- 
tues, in which children are early to be in- 
ſtructed, I now proceed to conſider thoſe, 
which may, I think, be properly called, ſe- 
condary or miniſterial virtues; as being ſub- 
ſervient to virtues of greater conſequence,and 
higher excellence than themſelyes : and the 
chicf of theſe are, Temperance, Obedience, 
Modeſty, Civility, and Induſtry. As to the 
firſt of theſe, I am well aware, that Temper- 
ance is, and hath ever been accounted a car- 
dinal virtue; nor is it any part of my inten- 
tion to debaſe its dignity; but only to ob 
ſerve, that as it is ſubſervient to highei 
purpoſes, than bare abſtinence from exceſs; 

and 
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and is indeed neceſſary to the exerciſe of 
every other virtue; therefore I think, it may 
not improperly be termed miniſterial: and 
it is certain, that wiſe men have ever 
eſteemed Temperance ſo neceſſary both to 
health and virtue, that ſome have gone ſo 
far, as to injoin it ſtrictly to the breeding 
parent; that ſo the child may come into 
the world, in ſome meaſure, influenced by 
this habit; or, at leaſt, properly prepared for 
it. All phyſicians agree, thar the plaineſt 
and ſimpleſt foods are beſt fitted to young 
and tender ſtomachs, and are attended with 
leſs danger of ſurfeit and exceſs; and of con- 
ſequence are more ſafe and ſalutary: and all 
philoſophers agree, that Temperance is the 
trueſt foundation of every virtue, and good 
habit in the mind. And if ſo, it is evident 
to common ſenſe, that this foundation can- 
not be laid too early: and therefore parents 
cannot be too careful in avoiding all ſweeten- 
ings and ſeaſonings, all heightenings of 
taſte, in their childrens food; which cannot 
fail of having ill effects upon their health; 
and giving them an carly turn to luxury, the 
inlet of every vice, and every corruption, to 
which the human nature is prone! — Luxu- 

ry, 


. 


210 The Daty.of Patents Ser. 6, 
ry, our national reproach and ruin! to which 
we owe, among infinite other evils, the 
0 immeaſurable uſe of that too faſhionable and 
pernicious plant, which weakens: the ſto- 
mach, unbraces the nerves, and drains the 
very vitals of our national wealth; to which 
neyertheleſs our children are as early, and 
as carefully enured, from the very breaſt, as 
if the daily uſe of this liquor were an indiſ- 

penſable duty which * owed to Go and 
their country. i | 
The next miniſterial virtuc which children 
ſhould be carly taught, is Obedience; and it 
is ſufficiently known, that this is always the 
firſt dury inculcated by that order of men, 
which hath hitherto been moſt eminent for 
the education of youth. Children, obey your 
parents in all things, ſaith the Apoſtle ; for 
this is well pleaſing unto the Lord. And, 
doubtleſs, nothing can be more agreeable to 
the Gop of orger, and Fountain of all virtuc 
and albfelicity, than this ſubmiſſion of chil- 
dren to their natural ſuperiors and guardians; 
which is the beſt carly guardian of their 
health, the beſt ſecurity of their virtue, and 
ſource of their happineſs; it being evident, 
that in the ordinary courſe of things, nothing 
| can 

I 


Ser. 6. to gbeir Children. 111 
can be more reaſonable, or of greater uſe to 
children, than a ready undiſputing ſubmiſſion 
to the will of their parents ; they being from 
the advantage of more age and experience, 
better judges of what they ought to do or 
avoid; And therefore this obedience ſhould 
have no limitation or reſerve, except where 
the parent is found to command ſomething 
contrary to the law of Gop: in that caſe, and 
in that only, the child's obedience is to be 
diſpenſed with; in all others, to be ſteadily 
and uniformly exacted, without admitting 
the leaſt debate or heſitation; than which 
nothing can be of worſe conſequence, either 
to the peace of the parent, or the virtue and 
well-being of the child: the ſame ſpirit that 
is reſtive to the authority of the parent, will 
in time be refractory to that of the magi- 
ſtrate, and rebellious even to that of Almigh- 
ty Gop; and will at the ſame time, in all 
probability, degenerate into an offenſiye 
rudeneſs, or an unſociable ſullenneſz to the 
reſt of the world, And therefore parents 
ſhould ſubdue this ſpirit early and effectually, 
if they expect their children ſnould become 
good ſons, good ſubjects, or good chriſtians. 
And the true way to do this is, by carefully 

avoiding 
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avoiding all cruel, unjuſt, and wicked com- 
mands, and exacting a ſevere and ſteady obe- 
dience in all others. And theſe, in a'pru- 
dent and good parent, muſt often be ſuch as 
will ſhew the child his own intereſt and hap- 
pineſs, in the obedicnce he yielded to them; 
although neither of theſe, neither his intereſt 
nor his happineſs, ſhould ever by any means 
be made the rules or meaſures of his obe- 
dience (becauſe there are infinite inſtances, 
in which it is impoſſible he can either diſcern 
or judge of them): no, this muſt be intirely 
reſolved into the parents right of rule; the 
natural pleaſure of a dutiful ſubmiſſion to 
their authority; and the comfortable aſſurance 
of a bleſſing from Almighty Gop, upon their 
chearful and conſcientious obedience.* 
Another virtue that parents are carefully 
to-cultivate in their children, is Modeſty. By 
Modefty I mean, not that outward demure- 
neſs and artifice of face; that affected guiſe 
and phraſe of humility, which impudence 
often aſſumes, and hypocriſy always: the 
mask of fraud, and harbinger of deceit ; that 
On the flave-coaſt of Guiney, children give and 


receive nothing from their parents, or elder brothers ; nor 
wives from their husbands, but upon the knee. Baſinan, 
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meek unibluſning aſſurance, Winch diſtin- 
guiſhes the ſiiooth and ſaintly Phariſze/that 
ſmooths" his phraſe, and humbles Ris- eyes; 
witli alf ne arts, and to all tlie püfpeſes of 
deluſtoi⸗ Gf hem tte Pfalmiſt {6 jultly'ob-" 
ſeryes}! that there if b uithfulneſs in hit 
mouth; "their throw 7 4if Wen thre 
they" futter with ther tongue.” Ne true 
modeſty atiſcs from true fenfe of. Food 
5 duty, and beſt fewstfelf in à becbHin 
neſs of behaviour, and due defercnec Sits 
reſt of the world, "according to'theirſeyeral 
relations and ſtations im it; equally removed 
from fawning and from falſchosd: ad 'of 
this we nekd fay little more, than that it is 
at once the greateſt ornament of youth, and 
beſt guardian of virtue. It is chat natural 
checque, Which it hath pleaſed Gop to lay 
upon every thing, that is either vicious, or 
unruly, or even indecent; in our natute. And 
of how much value this virtue is in the eyes 
of Almighty Gop, is evident from the care 
which he hath taken of it in the very forma- 
tion of our frame. The fluſhing of the blood 
in the face; upon the conſciouſneſs of having 
violated this virtue; ox even upon the leaſt 
— of being in danger of violating 
I it, 


it, is ong of the moſt amazing phznomena 
among all the wonders. of our make: for 
what is flats, in effect, but Gov Almighty's 
declaring to us, that we. ſhall never offend 
againſt This virtue, without publiſhing) our 
ſhame. to.. all around us? what is it, but 
making every drop of blood in our bodies, 
the guardians of it? and this, in a manner, 
ly aſtoniſhing and inexplicable; flaſhing 
blood into the face, by chanels that 
neuex were found out; and by a power that 
neyer was, or will be, accounted for : and 
the plain, rcaſon Why this virtue is ſo guarded, 
ig of ſuch mighty importance in the ſight of 
Gon, is this: It is the guardian of every 
virtue 3 it is in the mechaniſin of our frame, 
What prudence is in our minds; the power 
that Ways, and guides, and governs, all the 
ether yittues. Take away prudence from the 
mind, and there is no virtue left: take away 
modeſtj from our make, and the conſe- 
quence will, in effect, be the ſame: this once 
removed, the mind becomes the eaſy prey 
of every paſſion, every vice, and every evil 
tendency in our nature — This once re- 
moved, every ſpark of evil, befote latent in 


the ſoul, blazes out into a flame, and de- 
58 1 yours 
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vours all Worth and virtue N it; and 
therefote there is not a more lovely, ot morę 
important, office of the parental care, than 
to, be (tri and diligent guardians of the 
modeſty, of their children; than to keep them 
at the utmoſt diſtance from every thing, that 
hath the leaſt appearance, even of indecency, 
and, much more of impudence, impicty, or 
immorality of any Kind. And yet the very 
contrary to this is too notoriouſly the practice 
of many parents; who take a monſtrous, or 
to ſpeak more properly, a helliſh pleaſure, in 
teaching their children the worſt words, and 
moſt vicious and impudent forms of Tech 
as ſoon as they are able to peak Tol ly 
(faith Solomon) is joy to him that is deſti- 
tute of wiſdom : and is it poſlible there can 
be a greater excels of folly, than for parcnts 
thus to delight in the deſtruction of their 
own. children? This is ſo ſhocking a conduct, 
that it is incapable of aggravation; and there- 
fore I ſhall only obſerye of it, that theſe men 
att as if they were afraid their childrens own 
natural inclinations, their parents example, 
and the corruptions of the world, would all 
come too late to make them reprobates! to 
make them ripe for perdition! And therefore 
I 2 they 
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"a take catly pains to eſtabliſhi their — 
and to inſure their damnation Betimes . 

" Another duty parents due their nden 
is, ro teich tiem that Citcility, which is com- 
monly Known 'by the name of Good. man- 
ners An accompliftimerit which intfoduces 
youth” mote early, and to more advantage, 
into the world, than any other whathoever; 
and oftentimes recommends them more ef. 
fectually to the favout and protedion'of the 
great, than many other qualities of more 
inherent excellence; becauſe: i it is'often' the 

only one, 'by which they: can be "obliged: or 
ſerved. I one word, it is an eaſy, à natu- 
ral, and an univerſal introduction to the 
regard of mankind; add, if it be fuppotred 
by real worth, cannot kan to ix us in their 
eftcem. rene wie rites 

And this ci civility; Ad we call good oY 
ners, is 4 duty founded a at once, both in 
juſtice 5nd neceſſity. 45264 ei 111 

No man is ſelf ſufficient, but hath fre- 
quent and endleſs occaſions, for the afliſt- 
ance and good offices of others: and no man 
is ſo trie tied down by any law either of 
God, or ſociety, to do good offices to others 


to _ full extent of his power, but that he 
1 hath 
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hath at the ſame time a right to ſome re- 
turns of gratitude and acknowiegement. And 
in this conduct, in requeſting the favours 
and good offices of others, with a becoming 
deference; in a readineſs and chearfulneſs to 
do good offices to others, with a thankful- 
neſs for being ſo employed; and, laſtly, in 
a thankful and ready acknowlegement of all 
good offices done to ourſelves; in theſe 
conſiſt the eſſentials of civility, and what 
we truly and properly call good manners: 
The courtly phraſe, the courteſy, and the 
bow, and the friendly ſalutation, are but its 
out ward garb, indication, and ornament. 
Let me be underſtood upon this point, which 
is, in truth, very little underſtood in the 
world. Altho every man hath a right, from 
our natural equality, to a fair unoffending 
treatment from every other; yet no man 
hath an abſolute right to the aid of others 
in any exigency; and therefore, when he 
wants it, he is obliged to ſue for it, in a 
modeſt phraſe, and ſubmiſſive demeanour; 
and when he hath received it, he is to re- 
turn thanks, in a ſtyle ſuitable to the favour 
reccived: and, therefore, the man that is void 


of good manners, is at the ſame time void 
| _ both 


was De Duty of PaxenTs Ber. 6. 
both of gratitude and juſtice: he expects what 
he hath mot a fight to; and he pays not what 
hecowes: So that ill manners is in truth a 
10 Wer kind of immorality; it is injuſtice, 
and diſhoneſty, in a leſs degree; and, if it be 
neglecteii there, may ſoon riſe; and become 
conſpieuous in a higher. i” 
Another virtue in which lässt 
be carefully inſtructed, and to which they are 
to be early enured, is Patience (Which 1 ſhall 
beg leave to conſider in this place as a mini- 
ſterial virtue). Now patience is a virtue, 
Which teaches us to bear evil with equa- 
imity and humble reſignation to the will of 
Gop; by whom all events are governed, 
and without Whom not ſoi much as a par- 
rom fulleth to the earth. Foraſmuch then 
as it is well known, that all evils are in- 
exeaſed by impatience, and abated by equa- 
nimity and reſignation; therefore it is ob- 
vious at firſt ſiglit, of what importance the 
value of —— muſt be, in a world encom- 
paſſed with evi. 

; "Phe inflanees'underwhich chi 1 virtue is to 
be exeteiſed, are endleſs, as the calamities 
of lift; and therefore it cannot be too carly, 


eo often, or too Wan inculcated. How- 
| ever, 
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ever, I ſhall at preſent content my ſelf with 
recommending one ſmall part of it to the 
conſideration of all parents and tutors : and 
that is, Natience af ſolitude; early to habi : 
tuate mne e 1 NGF being 
alone. 
The 1 of this habit are e obyious, 
and need barely to be mentioned. Firſt, 
they will by this means learn to think, to 
reflect, and converſe with their own thoughts 
and hearts. Secondly, they will ſoon get 
the better of thoſe inſtinctive fears of ſoli- 
tude; which, however wiſely: impreſſed, (in 
aid of that period of life, which moſt needs 
the protection and care of others) are too 
apt to degenerate into timorous ſuperſti- 
tions; which impair all the powers of reafon, 
and often make life a load. And, thirdly, 
it will guard them from thoſe infinite cyils 
which men daily run into, to baniſh ſolitude, 
and kill time; ſuch as evil converſation, and 
idle purſuits, and habits of all kinds. And 
this, we are told, a wiſe man of antiquity 
laid ſo great a ſtreſs upon, that, being asked, 
What he had gained by his philoſophy? he 
anſwered, That he had learned to converſe 
14 at 
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at home, and not be beholden to others for 
god bolnpany. | [MED 200 ji 

"Another duty in which children are andy 
to be iniſttücted and exerciſed, i is, Induſtry in 
ſome Höfleſt and uſeful occupation. The 
children of poor parents in ſome rudiments 
or lo wet branch of ſome uſeful trale, as the 
foundatioti: of a future livelihood 3 and the 


| children of : thoſe of better condition, in 


endowing and adorning their minds with 


thoſe habits of knowlege and virtue, which 
will beſt become their ſtation and condition 


in the world; and mme them a mae to 


all below them. 


„The whole life, ( a the « Chineſe philo- 
et ſophers) depends upon care and induſtry; 
© the year on the ſpring, the day on riſing 
ce early. He who in his youth is not diligent 
cc and aſſiduous in his ſtudies, when old age 
ce cometh; will bela fool, and find himſelf 
* empty handed: he who in ſpring will not 
&« till, in autumn Will not. reap x. 

Early induſtry is the beſt ſecurity in the 
rte againſt vicious habits: when this is 
negletted, men eaſily become a prey to ſloth 


_ "8 Churchilf's Collett. yol. r. p. 158. 


and 
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and idleneſs; which are the parents of every 
vice, and the bane of every thing good and 
excellent. 

And here I cannot but take notice of that 
noble inſtitution of Solon that great Athe- 
nian law-giver 3 which decreed, that every 
child that refuſed or neglected to ſupport 
his parents, when age or infirmities called for 
their aſſiſtance, ſhould be branded with in- 
famy, and deprived of all the privileges of 
ſociety : but with this limitation ; provided 
the parents took care to breed up their 
child to ſome uſeful trade or occupation; 
which if they neglected, their children were 
then acquitted of all obligation to provide 
for them in their need. 

And thus I have done with that part of 
the Parents Duty, which conſiſts in inſtruct- 
ing their children, and forming them to 
thoſe virtues which may be called the leſſer 
morals, but are at the ſame time the ſure 
guardians of the greater. 


SERMON 
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Train 1 a. chili in the way. he Haul 
20 and when be-is old, Le. 


pur, e it. 


Aving, in ſome 3 diſcourſes, laid 
before you the ſeveral parts of the Pa- 
rents Duty to the Children, and explained 
very particularly the ſeveral yirtucs, both pri- 
mary and miniſterial, in which they were 
to be early inſtructed and exerciſed; 1 now 
proceed to conſider the Means neceſſary to 
be made uſe of, in order more effectually 
to inculcate and confirm thoſe virtues in their 
Rears. 
And, firſt, All parents are. particularly to 
remember, that as ſoon as their children have 
Paſſed through the firſt rudiments of learn- 
ing, and are able to read, they ſhould then 
be carefully taught ſome ſhort ſyſtem of the 
chriſtian religion, ſuch as that excellent ſum- 


mary 
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mag of. chriſti n. duties, contained in the 
Church Catechiſm 4 not only to get them 
by heart, or rather by rote, as the common 
22 15 is, but in In tional intelligent way: 
in order to kg the queſtions and an- 
ow ſnould be yatied and explained, and 
we ren. ſhould be. obliged to give the 
mean g of them in other Words; and, at 
Jaſt, tõ add the proofs from Scripture: and 
this they will be enabled to do, by the help 
of ſome ſhort and uſeful 2 of the 
Catechiſm; publiſhed for that purpoſe ; one 
particatarly, by a late moſt reverend and ex- 
cellent prelate, formerly your teacher in this 
plact: but, above all, the Scriptures are to be 
read frequently and conſtantly ; thoſe parts 
eſpecially and primitily, which contain an 
accbunt of the wonderful works and judg- 
ments of Gop; ſuch as the creation, the 
deluge,” the deſtruction of Sodom and Go- 
morrha, and the deliverance from the Egyp- 
tian bondage : "and; above all, the life and 
miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour, and his Apo- 
ſtles For theſe being 1 in their own nature 
extraordinary, and at the fame time con- 
veyed to us in the nobleſt, the moſt inſtruc- 


tive, and the moff delightful relations this 
world 
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world was ever blefſed/Wvith; will be read 
With pleaſure” and remeirbred withileaſe; 
and will at the ſame· me give” your"ehiE 
dten ſtrong and awful netions of the fuffttite 
Power, —— and Gcbäness of Geb te 


erg 


and fully oppure atid im- 
penitent ſinnets: and, "Tn conſequence ot 
this, will impreſs 4 kröng ut and dread tf 
offending, and provoking the divine wrath 
and indignation againſt us. nö o dubak aan 
After This they are carefully to peraſe 
and revolye thoſe ſolemn and devotional 
parts of the holy Scriptures, which ſet forth, 
in moſt moving and exalted ſtrains, the Mercy, 
and Might, and Majeſty of Almighty Gop; 
ſach as the pſalms of David, 'the prophecies 
of Jſaiab, and the life, ſuffering, and füb- 
miſſion of Fob: and, laſtly, they are to be 
well and often inſtructed and exerciſed in 
the Eccliſi Laer, and Proverbs of Solomon, 
which contain at once the plaineſt and the 
wiſeſt precepts that ever were delivered for 
the conduct of life, both with regard to this 
world, and the world to come. Theſe are 
to be perpetually peruſed, and perfectly 're- 


membred: and, by being fo, will be'a fare 
and 


4 
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and; laſting, fund. of direction, conſolation, 
and ſupport, on all occaſi n eee 
all emergencies in life. 
And thus I have gone through. thoſe tun 
damental duties of erudition and inſtruction, 
which parents owe tſicir children For the 
reſt, this city hath the advantage of ſo PIPE 


ment, makes ir unneceſſary to purſue this 
ſubject any longer Only thus much give 


me leave to obſerye to you, that as. good 
ſchoolmaſters are 1 5 0 benefactors to 


adygurages your children receive A them, 
as it is your duty, ſo it is like wiſe greatly 
your intereſt; and the fruits of it will be 
repaid ſevenfold into your own boſom. 
I have now conſidered at large, how your 
children are to be led gradually, through the 
whole ſeries of chriſtian and moral duties; 
and have only to add, that, when they are 
early and long practiſed in them, the mo- 
tions of duty and virtue will then become as 
caſy and as familiar to them, as thoſe of na- 
Pros 1 to peak more properly, cuſtom 
will 


- — 
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will make them nature and they will prac 
tiſe them with as line, difficulty; an they 

walk or breathe. e 9! oningiilr 
Thea next duty that parents owe their ahil- 
* is, to correct them in their faults- 
And this is a duty wherein parents, from 
their great fondneſs. for their children, are 
often exceedingly faulty: and yet, in truth, 
the neglect of correction is faulty, even upon 
the ſcore of fondneſs; for true tenderneſs 
and love to children ſhould oblige parents 
to provide early and carefully, that they 
might be miſerable and afflicted as ſhort, 
and as ſeldom, and happy as often, and as 
long, as poſſible. And the true way to effect 
this. is to fix good habits; and either to pre- 
vent, or to root out, evil habits as carly as 
poſſible. For this reaſon, if children are not 
to be won to goodneſs by kindneſs and in- 
dulgence (which I own is much more deſire- 
able), they are to be compelled to it by 
ſeverity and diſcipline z and when they have 
once got a good habit, it will from that mo- 
ment be eaſy to them. On the other hand, 
if they are not to be kept back from evil by 
exhortation and advice, they are to be de- 
terred from it by threats and puniſhments: 
5 _ 
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for; as Naturaliſts obſerve of young trees, 
chat ſtubborn, crooked plants, ate not to be 
ſtreightned but by fire; ſo ſtubborn, per- 
verſe difpoſitions are often not to be amended 
| but by warm and ſevere correction; and that 
from the very beginning. One correction, 
and that, perhaps, a light one, will deter a 
child from doing an Ul thing at firſt; but, if 
you ſuffer him to get a habit of doing it, 
perhaps twenty Tekresnons will not break 
him of it: o that children are to be carly 
corrected, out of pity and tenderneſs. For 
what patent, that loves his child, would not 
rather correct him for à fault onee, than let 
him go on until he found himſelf under 2 
neceſſtty of correcting him fifty times for it, 
and perhaps to no purpoſe ? And therefore 
Solomon rightly obſerves in the xiii.” ch. of 
his Proverbs, at "the 24th” verſe; That he 
rhar 5 the rod paterh” 2 mT but he 


re, * 


* k . 7 


correct weir lere ty: even out of love 
and pity to them. And the ſame wiſe-man 
again adviſcth, ix, Prov. ver. 18. Chaſten 


| * 8 the great Chineſe philoſopher tells uss, that 
thy 


it is cry in parents, not to inſtruct and puniſh. ' 
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thy fon while there is hope, and let not thy 
ſoul ſpare for his crying. That is, chaſten 
him early, while there is hope of his refor- 
mation; for if. you let him go on in vice, 
your correction may come too late. Again 
he tells us, xxix. Prov. ver. 15. The rod and 
reproof give wiſdom; but à child left to 
himelf, bringeth his mother to: ſhame. The 
mother is here particularly mentioned, be- 
cauſe children are moſtly ruined, by the 
falſe and ill-· judged indulgence of the mo- 
thers: nay, you ought to correct your chil- 
dren carly, as well for your own eaſe, as for 
their amendment: for beſides the pleaſure of 
ſecing your children grow up in goodneſs 
and virtue; is it not a great happineſs to 
yourſelves, to be ſaved the trouble, and yexa- 
tion, and diſquiet, of giving your children 
frequent and repeated corrections, when they 
are grown headſtrong in vice? And there- 
fore Solomon again moſt excellently adviſeth 
in ver. 17. of the ſame chapter, Correct thy 
ſon, and he ſhall give thee reſt : yea, he ſhall 
give delight unto thy ſoul, | 
But, perhaps, the child is weak and ſickly, 
and therefore muſt not be corrected, for fear 


of _— his conſtitution., This is the 
K common 
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common excuſe for ruining all the children 

im the world: and it is as ſhameful and ill 
grounded, as it is common: for the ſure way 
of deſtroying the beſt conſtitution under 
Heaven, is by leaving it at the mercy of 
peeviſh and ungovernable diſpoſitions, by 
making it a prey to all the unruly paſſions, 
and humours, and appetites of a perverſc 
mind; and therefore the only way to pre- 
ſerve a weak conſtitution, is by ſubduing 
the! froward unruly. mind, that tears it to 
pieces, to the diſcipline of reaſon and virtue. 
Moreover, it ſhould be conſidered, that if 
this be not ſeaſonably and effectually done, 
the diſeaſes and ailments of headſtrong chil - 


dtten can neither have the aid of proper food 


or proper phyſick to relieve them: and there- 
fore all neceſſary correction is to be carly 
applied, even for the intereſt of their health 
and quiet: : although in truth, if correction 
were dangerous to ſuch a conſtitution, it 
were infinitely better, that a perverſe: child 
ſhould actually die under it, than that he 
ſhould be ſuffered to become a ſon of per- 
dition; to grow up into a monſter of vice 
and iniquity, to plague his parents and the 
world, and to gather to himſelf wrath 
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againſt the day of wrath, and the revela-- 
tion-of the righteous judgment of Cod. 
The next duty that parents owe their dil 
dren, is to ſet them good Example; of which | 
I ſhall now ſay no more than this, that your, 
children will always believe, that;you think 
that to be the beſt: which you practiſe yout- 
ſelves; - becauſe yon do it'of choice: and if 
you did not think it beſt, why ſhould you do 
it? and therefore, as it will be cruel in you 
to correct them for thoſe vices which you 
yourſelves not only teach, but tempt them 
to by your example; ſo it will be vain, and 
impoſſible for you to reform them by it. 
For this reaſon, if you have any regard for 
their well-being in this world, and tlieit 
ſalvation in the next; you will be infinitely 
careful not to lead them in the paths of per- 
dition, not to guide or go before them in 
the ways of ſin, which go down to _ 
chambers of death. 
The next duty that parents owe their chil: 
_ dren; is to make a proper Proviſion for them, 
as far as they are able: and the Apoſtle tells 
us, in the v. ch. 1. Ep. to Tim. ver. 8. That 


he is worſe than an infidel, that neglecteth 
K 2 his 
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his duty.—And the reaſon of this declara- 
tion is evident; this is a duty which even 
the heathens thought themſelves obliged to 
from the laws of nature: and therefore that 


chriſtian that neglects it, is in ere reſpect, 
worſe than a heathen. 


Now by making proviſion for . 
muſt be underſtood ſuch a proviſion, as may 
enable them, by the help of an honeſt indu- 
ſtry, to become good and uſeful men in the 
world: for what can be a more lamentable 
conſideration to parents, than to reflect, that 
by theit idleneſs and extravagance, they have 
expoſed their helpleſs iſſue to miſery and con- 
tempt, and to all the temptations of poverty 
and want. But on the other hand, parents 
are by no means obliged to provide end- 
leſly for their children, as many of them do: 
To heap up ſo much wealth, as may make it 
needleſs for their children, to be either vir- 
tuous or induſtrious, in order to get a com- 
fortable livelihood, is ſurely a dangerous pro- 
viſion, and ſuch as never can be a duty. 
And, certainly, much leſs are they obliged to 
provide ſuch fortunes for them, as may 
tempt them to luxury and exceſs, to vanity 


and 
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and extravagance; becauſe that is providing, 
not for their ſupport, but for their nes 
of body and ſoul.x 

There is one thing I muſt en to 
parents, as a point of great impoxtance, to 
their own, as well as to their childrens hap- 
pineſs; and that is, in regard to their ſettling 
them in the world, in marriage. Many un 
happy marriages are laid to the charge of 
parents, and, I fear, with too much truth. 
A diſcreet parent thinks himſelf obliged to 
ſettle his child advantageouſly : but that is 
the point wherein they ſo often fail: for, by 
advantageouſly they generally underſtand, 
richly and honourably ; whereas riches and 
high rank eaſily may, and often do, bring 
many miſeries along with them. There ought 
to be a ſtrict examination of the heart, on 
ſuch occaſions, whether they can appeal to 
the All ſeeing eye, for the integrity of their 
intentions; and whether avarice or ambition 
* not be more the motives of their con: 
WP. It is better to have a ſon taught ( ay the Naß u, 
philoſophers) than to leave him much gold. 
ol all the pleaſures of this life, the greateſt is to — good 
books: of all neceſſary things, the moſt abſolutel _— 


to inſtruct children. See Navaret?'s account of China, 
in ChurchilPs Collect. vol. 1. p. 153. 


K 3 duct, 
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duct, tian a reatonable proſpect of happiniets 
to their iſfuc: for if any degree of theſe mix 
with their intentions, it will taint them be- 
fote Go; and naturally tends to the mutual 
miſery,” both of rhe parent and of the child. 
Man. things ought to be carefully conſi- 
deted; before fach an union is compleated, 
8 as perfect obcdience is required of the 
children, patents ſhould be very cautious in 
their commands; and impoſe nothing upon 
them, (parricufarly 1 in relation to marriage) 
bur with's' proper regard to their true in- 
teteſt and happineſs: which is not poſſible 
to be attained in the conjugal ſtate, without 
true worth and virtue in the aſſociate ; which 
are not alwiys the attendants of wealth and 
honour. * And even where theſe excelleneies 
fre attended with thofe temporal advan- 
 Fages, the parents choice is to be urged with 
the urmoſt tenderneſs and indulgence in. 
aſmuch as there may be latent, and well 
grounded diſlikes, which (too often) chil- 
dren can neither conquer, nor cxplain., 


When this is done, then, whatever may 
happen from the parents miſapprehenſion 
of they will have a clear conſci- 

ence, 


* 
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ence, and no room to reproach chemletrs 
nor can they juſtly be reproached. 
There are ſome parents ſuch * 7 * 
all the world muſt condemn them. I dont 
ſpeak to them; for I fear they are incorri- 
gible, and I hope their number is ſmall: but 
I addreſs myſelf to thoſe, who appear more 
_ reaſonable. But although they act with leſs 
appearance of violence, may be as guilty; 
and by inſinuations and artful addreſs prevail 
over fearful and modeſt minds, and obtain 
a confent, when they have not courage or 
aſſurance enough to reſiſt or contend on ſuch 
an occaaſion. This has been the unhappy 
caſe of many a young woman; and is, in 
effect, as crucl a caſe as can be well ima- 
gined; inaſmuch as it frequently turns the 
humble and dutiful diſpoſition of children 
into their deſtruction. 


The laſt duty that parents owe their chil- 
dren, is, To pray to Gop for them; foral: 


much as without the aſſiſtance and protection 
of the Divine Providence, all your cndea, 
vours for the well being of your children, 
will be ineffectual, and all your councils 
vain. You may inculcate the beſt precepts 
with the utmoſt care and diligence; but you 

K 4 will 


will never do it to effect, without the af: 
ſiſtance of the Divine Grace: Paul may 
plant, and Apollos water 5 but it is 60D 
who giveth the increaſe. You may take as 
much pains as you will, to eſtabliſh your | 
family: but remember always, that except 
the Lord Buildeth the boiſe, their labour 
is in vain that build it. Therefore you 
ate to pray carneſtly, humbly, and inceſ- 
ſantly to Almighty Gop; to that GOD who 
grueth wiſdom to the ſimple, that he would 
inform the underſtandings, and direct the 
hearts of your children in the ways of his 
laws, and the works'of his commandments : 
that he would remove far from them vanity 
and lies: that he would make them à clean 


"= beart, and rene a right Spirit within 


them: that he would inſpire them with 
charity and mercy, with truth and juſtice, 
with humility and meckneſs, with honeſty, 
induſtry, and ſincerity in all their dealings: 
that your ſons may grow up as the young 
plants, ſtrong and upright, and fitted for 
the nobleſt works of the Architect: and, 
that your daughters may be as the poli hed 
corners of the temple, at once both orna- 
ments and ſupports to the Church of Gop: 
that 
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that your children may grow up good Chri- 
ſtians, good Wives, good Husbands, good 
Parents, good Friends: that after the example 
of their Bleſſed Lord and Redeemer, they 
may grow up in wiſdom, as in years, and 
in favour with God- and man : that they 
may go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, uſeful 
citizens to their Country, ſubjects to their 
Sovereign, and ſervants to their Gop; guar- 
dians- of religion and virtue of every kind 
to all around them; until they are gradually 
fitted and finiſhed into living temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the preſent pillars and orna- 
ments of the carth, and future inhabitants 
of heaven, 


Which Go p of his infinite mercy grant, 
through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus CHRIST, 


7 
o 


- 


E 


a. 
* 
ry 
* 
* 
* — * 
LY 
24 0 
2 20 
» CES 
* - 
wy 
— - 
" a 
- = 4 
. — 
SD + 
* 
a 6 
— * 
— 
0 W -4 
99 — 
4 * 
* 
* 
- 
"_ - 
- 
» "WP 
> YN 
8 * % 
5s. £0 T% 
oe 1 — 
* 
— 
" . * neck 
1 *'% TY 1 
1 | 2 9 
2 — 0 
1 P 1 
mY : 
2 * me 
9 N * * 


- 


3 


9 4 


* 
Ss & +# 


5 L 


10 


r 
5 Aa. 4 


* 
* 9 
. 41000 


2 


C 199 3 


SERMON VII. 
Ex O p. xx. 12. 


1 thy father and thy mather, 


that thy, days may be long upon the 
ths which — Lord thy God cad 
4 c 


L L the precepts of religion reſpe® 
either our duty to Gop, to our Neigh- 
bour, or to Ourſelves : that is, the duties we 
owe to GoD, as creatures of his Goodneſs, 
and dependants upon his Providence; the 
duties we owe to Mankind in the. feveral 
relations of lifez and the duties we owe to 
Ourſelves, in order to make us anſwer the 
ends of our being, and enable us to diſcharge 
the duties we owe to Gop and to one an- 
other : conſequently, the duties we owe to 
ourſelves, are but ſecondary and ſubſervient 
to thoſe: and therefore our Bleſſed Saviour, 
being asked by the learned Phariſee, which 

was the great commandment in the law, he 
anſwered, 
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anſwered, Thou ſtalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the firſt 

and great commanument: and the ſecond 
is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 
as thy ſelf. Now the law of Gop conſi- 
ders mankind as members of one great com- 
munity ; and therefore every member of this 
community i is our Ncighbour, that is, one to 
hom we owe all the duties of a ſocial crea- 
ture, all the offices of humanity. But, for- 
aſmuch as the duties of this general tye were 
not ſufficient'to anſwer all the engagements 
and ends of life; therefore it hath pleaſed 
God, to ſuperadd to theſe, particular engage- 
ments and obligations, abſolutely neceſſary 
to the order and well-being of ſociety : And 
of theſe, the Duty of Children to Parents, 
_ hath juſtly obtained the firſt place: becauſe 
all our other duties to mankind begin and 
are founded here. It is from a right defe- 
-xence to the authority and inſtitutions of 
parents, that we learn to become good men, 
good neighbours, good friends, and good 
ſubjects, as well as good ſons. In one word, 
it is here we ordinarily learn all the offices of 
2 1 ſocia and rational creature, in our whole 
4 commerce 
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commerce with mankind; and therefore it 
is, that God in his great wiſdom, when he 
had preſcribed the duties relating to himſelf, 
in the decalogue, immediately ſubjoins that 
which reſpects our parents, Honour ay you 
ther and mother, &c. 

And this is agreeable to the very des of 
nature; ſoraſmuch as parents are, next to 
Gop, the authors of our being. Go indeed 
is properly our father, and earthly parents do 
but convey to us that being which Gop pro- 
duces: but the conſequence from this is, 
that although we owe more abſolute and 
unlimited obedience to God, the Fountain 
of our exiſtence; yet we are to honour our 
parents, as his ſubſtitutes upon carth, 

But foraſmuch as this duty is not founded 
barely upon our exiſtence, but is deduced 
with more force and greater evidence, from 
the advantages of carly ſupport, and early 
inſtitution, derived to us by the care and 
affection of our parents; therefore all thoſe 
that are to us in the place of parents, and in 
that relation eminently contribute to our 
well - being, have the fulleſt and cleareſt claim 
to paternal honour. And ſuch are, among 
others, our teachers and ſpiritual paſtors : 

from 
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from your parents you derive your being; 
from theſe, your well-being. From Gop you 
derive your immortal foul, with all its excel- 
lent faculties ; from theſe you derive, under 
Gop, all that cultivation and improvement 
in virtuc and knowlege; * are the glory 
even of immortal ſpirits. * 
In the next place, your governors are to 
you in the place of parents, becauſe they are 
the fathers of their country; and the well- 


being of the community hath the ſame de- 


pendance, upon their paternal care and vigi- 
and affection of the maſters of 
families. And indeed all government, as it 
is originally derived from paternal authority, 
is in truth no otherwiſe to be conſidered, 
than as an enlargement of that authority: 
ſo that magiſtrates ſucceeding into the place 
and office of parents, are to be regarded as 
publick fathers, on whom the power of life 
and death, originally veſted in parents, is 
now devolved. And as this is agreeable to 
the Scripture account of the origin of na- 
tions in general, Divines have obſerved, that 
it ſeems to be more particularly evidenced 
in the common and ſucceſſive name of the 
| kings 
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which is a compound of two Hebrew words, 


Abi-Melech, ray father the king; plainly 
ſnewing, that the title of King was only an 
appellation. of honour, originally given 0 
the father of the family. ; 

Having thus ſhewn who they are to wham 
we arc to pay honour and obedience, from 
the obligation of this precept, I proceed, in 
the next place, to explain the firſt branch of 
this duty enjoined in my textz namely, the 
Duty of Children to their Parents. 

\ Firſt then, we are to honour our natural 
parents, or thoſe whom the proyidence of 
Go b, or the conſtitution of our country, 
have ſubſtituted into their place. And this 
we are to do in the following inſtances: 
Firſt, In Reverence : Secondly, In Obedi- 
ence ; and; Thirdly, In a grateful Retribu- 
tion of all the Benefits we have received from 
them. 

Firſt, I ſay, we are to honour our e 
by reverencing them. Now, Reverence is 
an awful love, mix d with a fear of offend- 
ing, which ariſes from reſpect and duty ; 
not ſuch a laviſh dread as drives from the 
preſence of thoſe in authority over us, but 

ſuch 
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ſuch a filial and affectionate awe, as fills us 
with veneration and eſteem, and will engage 
us to attend to the monitions: and conform 
to the conduct of our parents, and, at the 
time, to abſtain religiouſly from every thing 
that might give them the Jeaſt trouble or 
diſquiet. And this in ward veneration is wont 
to ſhew itſelf both in our words and whole 
demeanor. Firſt, in our Words — For 
theſe, as they flow from a mind tenderly and 
dutifülly affected, will naturally carry with 
them all the indications of veneration and 
affection that ſounds can expreſs — and 
will, at the ſame time, be ſubmiſſive, and 
few. Reſpect is a natural reſtraint upon us, 
which, from fear of giving offence, ties up 
the tongue from uttering any impropriety or 
indecency to our parents, even hen we are 
obliged to reaſon and remonſtrate againſt their 
conduct. Such is that carneſt interceſſion 
of Jonathan to his father Saul, for the life 
of David his friend — His friend that was 
as his own ſoul. 1 Sam. ch. xix. Let not 
the king ſin againſt. his ſervant, agamſt Da- 
vid; | becauſe he hath not ſinned againſt 
thee, and becauſe his works to thee-ward 
have been very good. Nay, we have an in- 

| e ſtance 
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ſtance of an undutiful ſon in the Goſpel, who, 
although he did not obey the authority of 
his father, did not, however, dare to pro- 
feſz his diſobedience, but, on the contrary, 
gave him good words, and a dutiful appel - 
lation, ſaying, I. go, Sir, altho he went not. 

And, certainly, the "tribute of reſpectful 
language is the leaſt that can be paid to thoſe 
who have taught us to ſpeak: and therefore 
the tude returns of wicked children to their 
parents is: ſo deteſtable in the fight of God 
that he hath in his law denounced à pu- 
niſhment againſt this crime, equal to that of 
blaſphemy againſt himſelf . He that cus ſeth 
his father vr his mother, ſball ſurely, be put 
to death, Exod: xxi. 17. And Prov. xx. 20. 
He that curſetihi his father or mother, his 
lamp ſball be put out in obſcure darkneſs. 

Again, the inward veneration due to pa · 
rents is wont to ſhew itſelf in our whole 
demeanour, The humility of the mind 


naturally expreſſes itſelf, as in modeſty of 
ſpeech, ſo likewiſe in lowlineſs and ſubmiſ: 
ſion of geſture, bowing the head; and bend - 
ing the knee, upon every proper occaſion. 

An exttaordinary inſtance of this, is to be 
Hound in the demcandur of Foſeph: to his 
N Li: father, 
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father, Cen. xlviii. 12. High exalted as he 
was In the court of "tHe" greateſt motiarch 
upon earth, he thought -it no leſſening to 
bend before” his aged father, and pay him 
all the marks of ſubmiſſion and duty 
nay, and he did "this; at a time, when the 
tent aſſures us, Jacobs eyes were" dim, and 
could not ſet; and conſequently, lien he 
could not be upbraided by his father for want 

of due reſpect, and probably would not have 
been blamed by any other mortal: for who 
would have been ſo vain as to cenſure the 
condutt of one who was at that moment in 
the higheſt reputation for wiſdom and pru- 
dence of all mortals then alive? Or, if their 
vanity could have carried them to cenſute 

his conduct, their fear of Pharaoh firſt mi- 
niſter would certainly have obliged them 
to keep their thoughts to themſelves. Vet, 
under all theſe circumſtances of his father s 
blindneſs, his own exalted ſtation, untivaled 
wiſdom, and uncontrouled power, Foſep/'s 
affectionate and dutiful heart would not 
ſuffer him to diſpenſe with the leaſt form of 
reſpect and veneration to his aged parent: 
for we read, that when he brought his ſons 
from bet een his knees, to preſent them to 
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his father, he bowed himſelf. ab bis face 
to the rurth. And ſurely there is not any 
one cireumſtance of his grandeur, that reflects 
half ſo much luſtre upon his character, as 
this ſingle inſtance of, filial humiliation.— 
When I conſider him upon his knees to Gon, 
I regar# him as a poor mortal, in the diſ- 
charge of duty to his Creator, of adorable 
majeſty and infinite height above him. 
When: I bchold him howing down to Pha- 
radh, I conſider bim in the dutiful poſture of 
2 ſubject to his Prince, to whom he was in- 
debted for the higheſt exaltation and honour, 
But when I (ce: him bending to the earth, 
before a poor, old, blind, decrepit father, I 
behold him with admiration. and delight: 

How doth that humiliation exalt him! A 
fathet, to whom he was ſo far from being 
indebted for a great fortune, or an honour- 
able ſupport, that, on the contrary, his father 
was obliged to him, as far as a father could be, 
upon both theſe accounts. He had no eſtate 
to ſettle, at leaſt none worth Fo/eph'sregard : 
nor had his ſon any inheritance to hope for 
from him, but his bleſſing; and that he 
thought he ought not to receive but in the 
loweſt eee of humiliation and teverence. 
| 2 — A 
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LA demeatiour, God knows, very diſtant 
from the principles and practice of the pre- 
ſent age, who have no notion that any thing 
can be meant by a parent's bleſſing, but ſome 
mark of their bounty, or ſettlement of their 
fortune : and for this teaſon the beſt of pa · 
rents are regarded as little better than an 
incumbranct upon the ſon's eſtate, and a bar 
to his happitieſs And therefore it is no won- 
der, if they ate treated with no more reſpect 
than is abſolutely neceffaty to ſecure the in- 
hetitance; I mean, ſo much of it, as the 
wiſdom of their anceſtors hath left un- 
| ſettled : otherwiſe it is much to be feared, 
that rudeneſs and neglect would (and in fact 
they do) for the moſt _ an ee 
| of reverence; © 
And this want of duty 46 parents is the 
effect of another and much greater want, the 
want of good * the want of a right 
ſenſe of religion, and knowlege of the 
Scriptares: for ſurely, if men were acquainted 
with the terrors of the Lord denounced 
againſt undutiful children, they could never 
allow themſelves in the leaſt inſtance of 
diſobedience or diſreſpect to their parents. 
* h that * at his father, ſaith 
| Solo- 


2 


Ser 8. 10 rhein Paraiti. 149 


Solomon, and deſpiſorh to obey his mother, 
the ravens of "the ualley feall pitk it out, 
and the young eagles ſball eat it. And as 
this is often literally true in the calamitous 
end of abandoned children, whoſe carcaſes 
are, in the field of battle, whither their diſ- 
obedience carried them, expoſed to ravens, 
and vulturs, and other birds of prey; or elſe 
upon gallows and gibbets, to which their 
villanies have brought them; villainies com- 
mitted in contempt of the monitions and 
exhortations of their parents; the ſame ſad 
fate is alſo frequently fulfilled upon unduti- 
ful children, in a metaphorical ſenſe, in the 
deplorable ruin, and actual loſs of eyes, 
brought upon ſuch wretches by other rooks 
and vermin; by creatures of much greater 
ptey and ſurer deſtruction than the ravens of 
the valley and the young cagles put together. 
I have often admired it, as a glorious in- 
ſtance of diſcipline in the Fewe/b common- 
wealth, that an undutiful child was to be 
ſtoned to death by the people; that ſo every 
one ſhould be obliged to puniſh a crime 
which every one was obliged to abhor. But 
then it muſt be obſerved, that the parents 
had no right to bring the child before the 
L 3 magi- 
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magiſtrate, in order to this public condem- 
nation, before” they had firſt privately cha- 
ſtiſed him: for that Was the letter of the 
law, Dent. Ki. 18. Va mn have à ſtub- 

born and rebeilious ſon, which will not obey 
the voice of his father, or the voice gf bis 
mot ber; and when they have chaſtened 
him, will not hearken unto them; then it 
was that he was to be brought before the 
magiſtrate, accuſed, condemned, and ſtoned 
to death: ſo that private chaſtiſement was 
always to go before that public, chat infa- 
et that dreadful execution. 

This, my brethren, was the appointment 
and law of Go, to his on people the Jews; 
and was, without queſtion, the wiſeſt inſti- 
tution that ever obtained in any nation: as 
it is the nobleſt monument of that wiſdom, 
and virtue, by which the Chineſe think them- 
ſelves diſtinguiſhed above the reſt of the 
world, at this day; the mighty veneration 
to parents injoined by their laws, and the 
ſevere and exemplary puniſhment of unduti- 
fulneſs and diſobedience. In China, if a 
father charges his ſon with any crime before 
a magiſtrate, there needs no other proof: he is 
immediately condemned. If a ſon ſhould 

preſumę 
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to mock a parent, or lay violent 
— upon him, the whole country is 
alarmed, and the judgment reſerved for the 
Emperor himſelf: the magiſtrates of the 

ce are turned out; and all the neighbour- 
hood. threatened, as having given counte- 
nance to ſo infernal a temper; which muſt be 
ſuppoſed to have diſcovered itſelf upon other 
occaſions : it is impoſſible, they think, it 
ſhould have arrived to ſuch a degree of vil- 
lainy at once.---The criminal, in theſe caſes, 
is ſentenced to be cut into ten thouſand 
picces, and aftcrwards burnt ; his houſes and 
lands deſtroyed, and even the houſes that 
ſtood-near him; to remain as monuments 
of ſo deteſted a crime: or rather, that all 
remembrance of ſo abominable a villainy 
ſhould be effaced from the earth. Nor are 
eyen their Emperors, in all their height of 
power, exempted from the ſtricteſt diſcharge 


of duty and piety to their parents. 
But, further As we muſt honour our 


parents with all the marks of out ward reve- 
rence; ſo likewiſe with all the real effects of 

ſincere obedience — Chiluren, faith the Apo- 
ſtle, Coloſ. iii. 20. obey your parents in all 


"things ; for this is well pleaſe; mg unto the 
L + | Lord. 
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Lord. And as this is founded in the” law 
of Gon, it is alſo enjoined by the dictates of 
reaſon; 3, oraſmuch as parents are out natural 
ſuperiots; and becauſe they are better 
judges, and directors of your conduct, from 
the advantage of more ycars and experience, 
than you can poſſibly be for yourſelyes. And 
although you ſhould. i in time, from the benefit 
of a happier genius, or a better ed ucation, 
arrive to greater clearneſs of judgment and 
ſtrength. of reaſon than your parerits zyet (till, 
as, long as you continue a part of their fa- 
| mily, vou are to pay them that obedience- 
that is due to them as maſters of their own 
houſhold;. and therefore are never to ſwerve 
from their commands, unleſs they ſhould in- 
join ſomething contrary to the commands 
of Gop: in that caſe (and in that alone) your 
diſobedience muſt be excuſed from the prior 
obligation you owe to your Creator, whoſe 
commands no mortal can controul or - dif- 
penſe with; and even in this caſe, after you 
have made Al the modeſt and dutiful remon- 
pallively;; that is, you are patiently ro ſub- 
mit to ſuch chaſtiſement as they ſhalf think 


br ro inflict for your diſobedience. For altho 
they 
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ach would chaften you after their own plex 
fure, as the Apoſfle intimates in the xiith ch. 
to the Hebr. yet are you to give them reve- 
rence. © And, ſurely you ought, in common 
gratitude as well as juſtice, \to bear with-their 
infirmities, Who _ ſo-often- and 0 — 
borne with yours. 

But there Wb ans W e * 
Bent parents is of more importance to 
children, than any other in life; and yet 
where they too often fail co pay it; and chat 
is in the article of Marriage: for, as long as 
children continue a part of theit parents fu- 
mily, (Which muſt be till they thinł t to 


diſpoſe otherwiſe of them) they ate ub 


lutely in their parents power, and have no 


more right to diſpoſe of themſelves; than 


they have to diſpoſe of the parents fortune, 
or inheritanee, or any of their goods: and 
therefore we find the parental authority of ſo 
great extent in the law of Moſes, that the 
daughter WhO made a vow unknown to her 
father, was: not allowed to ratify it with- 
out his! conſent 5! as "Tn may read, anne 
| XXX, 37 Bl 

But, whe Wieden * the anticnt Fe- 
man carried this point a great deal higher, 
a and 
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and, made children dependent upon the 
parental authority during their. whole lives: 
nor could the higheſt honours or anthority 
in the common wealth exempt them from 
it. A father, in Name, could call down his | 
ſon from the Neſtrum, in the midſt of his 
harangue to the people, to puniſh him for 
any miſdemeanour: he could command him 
in the ſame manner from the Senate, or 
from, the head of his Legions. Nor did the 
| People, the Fathers, or the Army dare to 
intetpoſe in his defence: they conſidered the 
duty ta: parents as a prior obligation, which 
nothing ſubſequent could cancel. And 
doubeleſs this was one reaſon why the Ro- 
man miatriages continued ſo long ſacred and 
undiſturbed; becauſe they werę never made, 
but with advice and deliberation of their 
parents. And indeed, the contrary conduct 
is an inſtancc of diſobedience, that com- 
monly. carries its own puniſhment with it: 
and it is to be hoped, there are few children 
to whoſe final aceount this fin will be placed, 
becauſe I am perſuaded: there are few that 
have becn guilty of it, who have not had 
teaſon to repent very ſincerely of it, to the 
laſt day of their lives. And the reaſon af 

| this 
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this is evident: -The perſons that ka, the 
eyes of young people molt, are ſuch, as arc 
skilled in the courtly forms and faſhions of 
the world; ſuch as have laid themſelves 
out to dreſs and dance, and acquire ſuch 
ſuperficial and ſhewy accompliſhments, as 
are too oſten at the greateſt diſtance in the 
world from modeſty, and good · nature, and 
good ſenſe; and above all, from ſolid prin- 
ciples of true Religion and Virtue, which 
are the true conjugal accompliſhments. 
Prudent parents well know, that the true 
conjugal attractions ariſe, not from out ward 
ornament, but in ward excellence. This is 
a law eſtabliſhed in morality, and is in exact 
analogy to that great law eſtabliſhed in na- 
ture, which tcaches us, that the attractions 
of bodics are not in proportion to their 
ſurface, but their ſolid contents. Prudent 
parents well know, that ſuch accompliſh- 
ments as either ariſe from, or tend to eſtab- 
liſh worth, can alone render any pair happy 
in an union that muſt laſt for life. This, I 
ſay, all prudent parents very well know; 
and therefore are beſt fitted to make a right 
choice for their children; but ſtill with this 
_ eavtjon, that they do not offer violence to 
their 
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their inclinations, by forcing them to marry 
Againſt their will. For the reſt, it were in- 
finityly better, that perverſe childreh ſhould 
actually dic in the diſappointment of their 
inclinations, than that they ſhould make 
both themſelves, and their pare nts, for ever 


miſcrable, by an e undutiful 


mart] ©. 4 
lage | | oh 
F 7 all : ; „ * . 4 # 
SEW) HE 2 Leere 23 
. 4 
” 
« „ © 
4 $4 v* 1 , t 
* 
# 
> 115 
JIG . &4< 13415) x # <& 
» 
\ 1 
7 1 7 1 =_ 4 % 
"Oy" C5 a4 1 »3 3-45 14 44, 
* . - - > -. " 
£4 © 434% a . # 7 
oy 
* * 9 4 
* 8 - 
_ a 4 by 
* . 
=. # © * ? 919 ® 
* * - ff vs 4 4 # #4 4 
, S 
n m—_—— Y 
$ $ 4 1 * . 0 = 
L 9 0 4 6 4 
Q + 
4 
' : 
* ” * 5 
— 4 2 . 
4 * = - 
* * 4 ©. h 
* + ; ® + % * 
2 & 4 - + - - o 8 + 
? 
WP * 
— * - S + = 
* - „ * 7 
5 


». | : 
* i.e * 9 „ 9 
ant go. 


Des 
= — — — === 
nan mon bey ee thy 050 
8 ER MO N 
Tf oO 3 > 


12 


* 9 
Ai $1200 449 4 237 12903 


f Ut „Han xx. 12. „ Faboer 


K mur — ks Father, >a 45 mother : 
:- that "thy days: may be long upon the 
land which'the Lord thy God, you 


1 1k #64 


thee,” ae 


- 


N a former — theſe ! 1 
ſhewed you, that this duty of honouring 

our parents, was of great extent: That it 
comprehended, firſt, The duty we owe to our 
kings and governors, who are the common 
fathers of 'their country. Secondly, The 
duty we owe to our ſpiritual paſtors and 
teachers, who have diſcharged the beſt offices 
of parents towards us, in teaching us true 
principlesof religion and virtue: and, thirdly, 
The duty you owe to your natural parents, and 
all thoſe whom the Providence of Go p hath 
placed in their ſtead, which conſiſts of three 
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- Firſt, Reverence ; ſecondly, Obedience; 
and, thirdly, A-grateful Retribution of the 
Benefits that we have received from them. 
—_ Unger the firſt head, I ſhewed you, that 
the duty of Reverence to your Parents diſ- 
covered itſelf both in words and actions; in 
modeſt and reſpectful language to your pa- 
rents, and a dutiful ſigbmiſliye demeanour to- 
wards them. A remarkable” inſtance of 
which I ſhewed you, in the behaviour of 
Foſeph,\to a poot, old, blind, decrepit fa- = 
ther, when he himſelf was in the higheſt 
point of glory and wiſdom, Gen. xlviii. 
Under the ſecond head, of Obedience due 
to Parents, 1 ſhewed you the great lirels that 
—— bath laid upon this duty; 
how ſtrictly it was injoined in the Holy 
Scriptures, the bleſſings promiſed to it, and 
the curſes and ſignal judgments of Gon de- 
nounced againſt the tranſgreſſion of it in 
the law of Moſes, which placed the crime of 
diſobedience to parents upon the ſame foot 
with that of blaſphemy againſt Gop ; that 
the ſtubborn and undutiful child was to be 
ſtoned to death, like the blaſphemer. 
I ſnewed you alſo, that this duty to parents 
was in the higheſt vencration among the. 
I I wiſcr 
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wiſer heathens; the antient Romans, intheir 
days of virtue; and the preſent Chineſe, with 
whom undutifulneſs to parents undergoes, 
at this day, the moſt dreadful Ne 

1 et 
I come now to the third thing ptopoſed; 
which was to ſnew you, That you muſt ho- 
nour your parents, as by reverence and obe- 
dicnce; ſo likewiſe by a thankful and grate- 
ful return, of all the bleſſings and benefits 
conferred upon you by them, as far as you 
are able, and they are in need — And this 
the Apoſtle expreſly injoins in the vth cli. 
iſt ep. to Tim. 4 ver. If any widows have 
children or nephews, let them learn ffrſt to 
feu piety at home, and to requite their pa- 
rents The Apoſtle mentions the children 
of widows in particular; becauſe widowhood 
is the condition in life moſt ſubje to want 
and diſtreſs; and where children, taking the 
advantage of the weakneſs of a helpleſs mo- 
ther, are moſt apt to be rebellious and undu- 
tiful; the purpoſe of the Apoſtle, in this pre- 
cept, being to imply, from this particular 
| inſtance, the duty of obedience, and ſupport, 
and retribution, due from children to parents, 
whenever the ill ſtate of their affairs requires 
| it ; 
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it) and oven When, they are lcaſt in a con- 


dition to exact their gratitude, or puniſh their 
diſobedience A. remarkable inſtance of 
this piety: and reverence due to parents is in 
the behaviour of Solomon to his mother Bath. 
Nabe, I Kings ii. 19. when ſug came to 
ſolicit him in favour. of Adonii ali; for the 
text tells us, that th King roſe; up to meet 
— bowed himſelf unto. ber, and ſat 
dnum on the throne; and cauſed a ſeat to be 
at, for the King's Mother ; and fac ſat on hs 
rig/t:bund. This he did to a widow. mo- 
ther, himſelf a King, the wiſeſt of all man- 
Kind, and then the mightieſt Monarch of 
world. He knew the duties of 
life role with its: grandeur, and gave new 


Iuſtre to it; his, inlarged and generous foul 


| could not bear to have his piety; leſs, exalted 


than his power r And, it is well known, 
that there are, at this day, Princes in the 
world, vhoſe veneration for their parents 
will not ſuffer them ſo much as to: ſit down 


In their preſence *. And, Go knows, 


the pious returns due from children to pa- 
kant, Xe at once the 9 — 
Ant 


e 0 
"" gratitude 
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gratitude and juſtice; and are but a poor re- 
ttibution for all the care and expence of edu 
cation, for all the anxious hours, and ſleep- 
leſs nights, that have been paſſed in ſolicitude 
for our welfare, and in diſtreſs for our ill 
health, and ill conduct. And will you requite 
all this affection with ingratitude and neg. 
le& 2 Will you let them ſuffer under any ne- 
ceſſity which you can telieve, who ſupported 
you for ſo many years of helpleſs want? Will 
you deſpiſe their perſons, of whom yourſelyes 
are a part? Surely, if the ingenuity of na- 
ture, and the principles of reaſon and virtue, 
are not quite extinguiſhed in you, the love 
and ſolicitude your parents have long felt for 
you, will exact ample returns from you; if not 
in equal meaſure, (which perhaps is not poſ- 
ſible) yet in the fulleſt, the ampleſt, the moſt 
acceptable, that it is in your power to 
make. | 
The conrſe and compaſs of Gop's Provi- 
dence, and his methods of cſtabliſhing and 
evidencing the meaſures of reciprocal duty, 
is no where more remarkable than in the mu- 
tual obligations between parents and their 
children (I fay, the courſe of Gop's Provi- 
dence is no-where more remarkable, than 
| =” in 
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in the meaſures of duty and obligation eſta - 
bliſned between parents and their children): 
the child comes into the world naked and 
helpleſs, and, from himſelf} more deſtitute 
bf the natural means of ſecurity and ſupport, 
than almoſt any of the inferior creatures. 

Ta this cxigeticy, 'theparentul'care-and ten- 
derneſs ſreps in to his relief, ſupplies / all his 
heceſſities, and relieves all his wants; bears 
With all his -untowatdly-Wiſpoſitions; at an 
age when he is neither capable of being cor. 
rected or convinced; and not only provides 
the propereſt food for kim, when he is in- 
capable of providing any for himſelf, but 
like wiſe adminiſters it, When he is incapable 
of feeding himiſelf ; bears with all degrees of 
his folly And impertinence 5 liſtens to all his 
trifling and idle inquiries; not only with 
patience, but with pleaſure, till they gradu- 
ally conduct him to health, and ſtrength, and 
know-lege But the child is not long arrived at 
this perfection of his nature, before his parents 
begin to fall gradually into the ſame infir- 
miries, thro which they but lately conducted 
and ſupported their children, and to need 
the ſame aſſiſtance which they lately lent. 


, firſt, they beg to grow ſickly ; and 
then 
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bore With you; 3 but, with this difference; ; 
you asked them ſi illy and trifling queſtions, 
and they now tell you wiſe and uſeful ob- 
ſervations. But they are troubleſome, be- 
cauſe they tell them too often The an- 
| ſwer to this is very obvious : If your parents 
| bore with your folly, you may well bear 
their wiſdom ; and although, perhaps, they 
talk more than is neceſſary to inform you of 


M 2  prelent 
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preſent things, yet their converſation turns 
moſtly upon things paſt, perhaps paſt many 
years before you came into the world, and, 
; conſequently, ſuch as they muſt know a 
thouſand times better than you; or, though 
they ſhould talk more than is neceſſary to 
inform you, they do not talk more than is 
neceſſary to inform your ſervants, or your 
children, who are now come to an age of 
asking many queſtions; and, therefore, Prayi- 
dence hath well appointed, that their grand- 
father or grandmother are now in an humour 
to anſwer them all, and to ſupply them with 
a ſtore of uſeful obſervations, which they 
want; nay, which they want to hear over 
and over again; which they want to have in- 
culcated a thouſand times; and which, with- 
out this aſſiſtance, would require a couxſe of 
years to acquire for themſelves — So that 
this humour of talkativeneſs, which is com- 
monly thought ſo troubleſome in old people, 
hath its uſe, and is moſt excellently appointed 
by Almighty Gop. But, ſay it were not, 
the children, in bearing with it, do but 
barely return their parents what they long 
lincc owed them, 


Is 
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In the next place, the ſtrength of the old 
parents falls them, and they cannot walk 


let them want one! How many years did 
they bear you in their arms! How many 
more did they lead you where you would be, 
and ſaved you from falling, and from danger 
And will you now ſuffer thoſe old limbs to 
totter and fall to the earth, which ſo oſten 
ſupported and ſaved yours, when they were 
weak and tender, and unable to ſupport and 
fave themſelves? Certainly you will not; 
you cannot at once be guilty of ſo much 
cruelty and ingratitude. In the laſt place, 
the underſtandings of the old parents begin 
to fail, and the ſtrength of their minds doth 
not long outlive the ſtrength of their bodies, 
but decays gradually, till they become again 
children ; their teeth fall, and their tongues 
fail, and they are once more infants; and are 
now confined to their beds, as they were at 
firſt to their cradles. — This is the laſt ſtage 
of life, and here they demand all that care, , 
and compaſſion, and tenderneſs, at your 
hands, when they are juſt going out of the 
world, which you called for at theirs, when 
you firſt came into it. 
M 3 Thus 


without a ſupport ; but, ſure, you will not 
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I Ba fath £4, The glory off their chil- 
Arid Here We fee, in part, the reaſon of the 
reward of long li life promiſed in the text to 
dutiful children; for, a as nothing ſo naturally 
ſhortens thelives of | parents, 3.2 miſery and 
diſtreſs brought upon them by the diſobe- 
diefice and impiety of their children; and, bh 
on the other hand, nothing ſo greatly con- 
tribute to the peace and happineſs of ens I 
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Ser. 9. 
and, of conſequence, to their health and 
life, as the obedience and piety « of their iſſue 5; 
nothing can be a more ſuitable reward of 
that piety, than length of life: and ſurely; 
the bleſſing of long: life, annexed to the 
duty of honouring the father and the mother, 
is no- where ſo complete, is no- where ſo: 
perfect a bleſſing, as when the child hath the: 
happineſs to pay off the great debt of grati- 
tude to his aged parents, to return ſome part 
of what he owes to them, for ſupport and! 
correction, for affection and tenderneſs, for 
example and inſtruction; and, in one word, 
for all the bleſſings of a religious and vir- 
tuous education; a debt for ever to be paid, 
and never to be diſcharged: and, therefore, 
Hamer, in his uſual ſtrength of juſt and fine 
thinking; mentions it as a calamitous cit-! 
cumſtance in the death of a: young hero, 
that he was cut off in his bloom, before he 
had made any retribution to his parents for 
his education and ſupport — 8d Toxeuot 
Operrla QiAos arid . | 
3 although a parent were faulty, and 
failed in any or all theſe inſtances, yet ſtill 
humanity calls upon us to compaſſionate 
their infirmities; and generoſity ſhould 
M 4 prompt 
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prompt us to upbraid them with our good- 
neſs, and to pay where we did not owe. 
There is an inſtance of heathen piety in this 
point, that chriſtians ſhould bluſh at 


T. Manlius was ill treated, and turned our of 


doors, by a ſevere father, who was ſoon 
after called to an account by the Tribune for 
this, and ſome other part of his conduct; a 
day was appointed for his trial, and every 
one concluded his life was loſt. The ſon 
| heard of his danger, and, without faying a 
word to any mortal, went ſecretly to the 
Tribune, and inquired about it. The Tei. 
bune anſwered, That what he had heard was 
truth; and that a principal part of the accu- 
ſation againſt him, was the cruel treatment 
he, his ſon, had received from him. Upon 
this, Manlius puts a dagger to the Tribune's 
breaſt, and yowed immediate death to him, 
if he did not that moment drop the proſe- 
cution. — The Tribune, in terror of his 
life, ſolemnly ſwore he would, and did 
accordingly ; and the next day reported the 
whole truth to the aſſembly, and the father 
was acquited for the generoſity of the ſon. 
How few ſons are there now in the world, 
who would make as generousa return to the 

5 ſtender- 
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tenderneſs and fondneſs of theit fathers; as 
this ſon did to the cruelty of his 

There is alla a remarkable inſtance of filial 
piety in the hiſtory of China. In the reign 
of the Emperor Juen Ti, a Mandarin was 
condemned todeath; and was guilty enough 
to deſerye it. He had the good fortune to 
have a daughter affectionate and dutiful to 
him, beyond the ordinary meaſures of filial 
piety; who addreſſed the Emperor in his 
behalf, preſenting a memorial to him, where- 
in ſhe offered herſelf a ſlave for life, to fave 
the life of her father. The Emperor, ſtruck” 
with ſo extraordinary an inſtance of piety, 
pardoned the father, and left his daughter in 
her freedom (Churchill's collect. vol. 1. p. 
164.), And this was the more remarkable, 


inaſmuch as daughters are little regarded by 
the Chineſe, and often expoſed. 

There is one inſtance of filial obedience 
in the Scriptures, and of the great regard 
which God hath to it, both of a very extra- 
ordinary nature. Jonadab, the fon of Re- 
chab, had laid his commands upon his ſons, 
that neither they, nor their deſcendants, 
ſhould drink wine, or build houſes, or till 
the earth for ever; but that they ſhould ſead 

gy a 
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life, ant dwelb in tents. This! 

command of tlidir father, both they and theit 
children ſo religiouſly obeycd, for many ge- 
nerdtions;: that, in the days of Fehoiakzm;: 
thenſon of ab, they gave a public proof 
oi: their piety to their parent in the temple, 
and in the preſence of the Prophet, as you 
may read in the xxxvth chapter of the pro- 
phecy of the Prophet 'Feremiah, the iſt and 
thei following verſes. And although theſe 
commands of their father Fonadab had no 
ſtrict claim to their obedience; either from 
thedaw of nature, or the law of Gop, but 
might; well enough be diſpenſed with con- 
ſiſtently with both. 5 yet Gop (to ſhew the 
regard he hath for piety to patents) was gra · 
cigally- pleaſed to reward their obedicnce 
in a very extraordinary manner; as you may 
read in the forecited chapter, at the 18 and 
g verſes. Aud Jeremiah ſaid unto the houſe 

of the: Rechabites, Thus ſaitlh the Lord of 
| hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Becauſe you have 
obe ned the voice of Fonadab your father, 
and kept all his precepts, and done according 
to all that he hath commanded you; there · 
fore thus ſaith tlie Lord of hoſts, the God 
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TIjrael: — Jonadal, the. ſan of Rechah, 
5 — qu Amen to frand Mert ene | 


eVEer. ni trot : TESTO, 
And rhus/I have gone through, the nerd 
parts of the child's duty to his parents, and 
have ſhewn you the great regard that Al- 
mighty Gop beareth to filial piety— I 
have ſhewn, that you ate to honour. your: 
parents in words and actions, with expreſſions 
of teſpect and reverence, and with a modeſt 
and ſuhmiſſive behaviour, with a dutiful 
obedience to all their lawful commands, and 
a. grateful retribution of. all the bleſſings 
and benefits you have received from them: 
Remember the bleſſing of long life pro- 
miſed by Gop to your obedience, and aſſure 
yourſelves, that bleſſing, well uſed, will 
end in the bleſſing of life everlaſting. On 
the other hand, remember the dreadful im- 
precations pronounced upon neglect, and 
impiety, and diſobedience to parents 
Remember whoſe eye it is that the ravens of 
the valley ſhall eat, and whoſe light it is that 
ſhall be put out in obſcure darkneſs in 
obſcure darkneſs in this world, and eternal 
darkneſs in the next; even his, that curſeth 
his 
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his father, or bis mother; and his, that 
wocketh at his father,” and deſpiſeth to obey 

hit mother. Nor are theſe curſes due only 
to him that inſults and abuſes his parents, 
but alſo to him that flights and neglects them; 
for ſo we read, Deut. xxvii. 16. Curſed is he 
that ſetteth light by his father or his mo. 
ther. And all the people ſhall ſay, Amen. But 
if all this cannot move you, if you have no 
compaſſion for your own immortal ſouls, 
have ſome pity upon your afflited and aged 
patents CI * ſpeak this to an audience, 
which J hope is, Tam ſure onghr to be, more 
ſenſible in this point, than any other of a 
different condition in the whole world J. 
My own experience [in this place] hath 
fully informed me, of the infinite, the un- 
ſpeakable concern of parents, for the well- 
being of their children, and their much 
more unſpeakable ſorrow and affliction for 
their miſcarriage. I have ſeen ſuch joy riſing 
in the eyes of a happy parent, upon the re- 
ceiving a glad account of his ſon's conduct, 
as hath infuſed new tranſport into my own 
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heart; * on the 1 Thins ſeen 
ſuch diſtracted looks, ſuch fixed diſtreſs, ſuch 
tears of anguiſh, from the eyes of unhappy 
parents, as haye pierced my heart. — If your 
parents grief make this impreſſion. upon the 
breaſts of ſtrangers, can you be inſenſible of 
it Is there in nature à greater inſtance of 
cruelty, than to give calamity and affliction, 

where we owe joy and tranſport, and where 
we could pay it with double happineſs to 
ourlelyes ? Was ever any inſtance of bar- 
barity deviſed, like that of making thoſe 
inexpreſſibly miſerable, who have made it 
the buſineſs of their lives to make us eter- 
nally happy? Murder is, in every inſtance, 
and under the moſt alleviating circumſtances 
of paſſion and provocation, a moſt heinous 
and deteſtable ſin; but, ſurely, the bringing 
down a parent's grey hairs with ſorrow to 
the graye, is murder in its dreadfulleſt ſhape ! 
I have often pitied the condition of execu- 
tioners, who were forced, from the miſery 
of their circumſtances, to inflict the neceſ- 
| ary ſeverities of the law upon the baſeſt of 
mankind. —— I ſhould die to think of pu- 


aiſhing my own parent, although he were 
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4 malc factor ; Bitt to puniſh an inn6ceit and 
A good man, to pokith an innocent and a 
good woman, my tender patent, and my 
Sat friend, and that too with ſuch anguiſh 
28 i5 Rot in the power of tyranny — - © 
Go b! deliver all 2 fear Thee from 0 
exquiſite a calamit ?: 
e of you, that hear me, have cen 
gallty! of this fin, hake haſte to reperit of 
it; for, ſurely, jliginienr is gone out agatniſt 
=_ 220 nothing lefs thin a thorough repent- | 
ante, "the repcntafcc of your whole lives, 
Tail” titeft the Veligedtice d due to it. If an) 
of vou ate in 4 Toutſe of vice or f Aden 
or in any purpoſe of difobedience or di f 
ſeafire” to your parents, let this ſingle 
confideration ſtop” you ſhort — Will you 
indulge your own idle purpoſes, or vicious 
pleaſures, or obſtinate perverſeneſs, at the 
cxpence of your parents happineſs ? Will 
you five idle and watiton, to make them 
labour under afffiction and ſorrow all their 
days? Wilt you add murder to iniquity ? 
f vice were attended with no other 
evil; if neither poverty, nor diſeaſe, nor 
3 waited upon it; if there were no 
ſuch 
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ſuch thing as a heaven or hell hereafter ; 
if neither death nor damnation purſued it ; 
the ſingle conſideration of miſery to your 
diſtreſſed, afflicted parents, ſhould make 
you dread it in every inſtance, and ſhun it 
in every ſhape, — Which that we may all 
do, &c. 


— — 19 math Ther 


SERMON * 


EPHES. VI. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
Servants, be obedient to them that are 
your maſters according to the fleſb, with 
fear and trembling, in ſngleneſs of your 
heart, as unto Chrift : 

Not with eye-ſervice, as men pleaſers; but 
as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing the will 
of God from the heart ; 

With good will doing ſervice as to the 
Lord, and not to men: 
Knowing, that whatſoever good thing any 


man doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of 
the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 


Proitaie ſeems to have been originally 
founded in the natural inequality in the 
abilities of men: for, as ſome men, from the 
advantage of greater prudence and more ex- 
tenſiye knowlege, are fitted to direct and 
preſide in the conduct of affairs; ſo others, 
for want of thoſe advantages, and through 

N a 
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2 natural incapacity of providing and di- 
tecting, were obliged to ſubmit themſelves 
and their concerns to the guidance and 
diſcretion of other men. And as this dif- 
ference of abilities occaſioned as great a 
difference in the poſſeſſions of men, upon 
the eſtabliſnment of property in the world, 
from hence alſo aroſe another reaſon of ſer- 
vitude ; foraſmuch as ſome men being in- 
tirely deſtitute of property, or at leaſt ſuch 
a portion of it as was ſufficient for their 
ſupport, were forced to let themſellves out 
to hire, and give their labour in exchange 
for the neceſſaries of life. And as theſe com- 
pacts were originally eſtabliſned for life, 
with a power of arbitrary correction and 
chaſtiſements in the maſter, even to maiming 
and death, the inſolence and cruelty of in- 
human maſters, made the condition of 
ſervants a ſtate of unſpeakable miſery for 
many generations; and the natural conſe- 
quence from ſuch ill treatment and inhu- 
manity in the maſters, was idleneſs and 
neglect on the fide of the ſervants, and an 
utter diſregard of their maſter's intereſt, 
whenever it was conſiſtent with their own 
lafety, together with ſecret reſolutions of = 
revenge 


F —— ͤ— ade 
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revenge, upon the: firſt opportunity. 


hence it is; that in all the antient Tap 
which are the trueſt repreſentations of life, 


the buſineſs of the ſlave is, always to corrupt 
the ſon, and defraud the maſter: that is, to 


injure him in his two neareſt concerns; not 
without viol ence to his perſon, whenever 
he can find any pretence for a diſguiſe to 


execute his vengeance with impunity. 
In this condition . Chriſtianity found the 


world: and as it is the buſineſs of that ex- 


cellent inſtitution, to correct the errors. of 


mankind, and improve their manners; to 
baniſh violence and villainy, and introduce 


peace and good - will in their ſtead; the 


world hath been gradually humanized and 


improved by it, as in every other inſtance, 


ſo likewiſe in this of dominion and ſeryi- 
tude. That excellent Religion, which 
teaches us, that Humility, and Mercy, and 
Love, are the diſtinguiſhing badges of our 
chriſtian profeſſion, could not fail to teach 
us the duty of treating our fellow-crea- 
tures with gentleneſs and humanity ; and 
inſpire us with an utter abhorrence of that 
cruelty ro our chriſtian brethren, which 


would ill become us to the beaſts that pe- 


N 2 riſh; 
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rin ʒnay, and would be criminal xven thore. 
And henot it came to paſs; that the laws of 
petpetual ſervitude, and rhe power of life 
and limbs, were gradually relaxed and taken 
away, ant mankind reſtöred to their native 
and original freedom, and ſocial rights. And 
altho many of them (cannot yet ſukſſſt out 
of a ſtate of ſervitude, yet are they under 
no neceſſity of continuing in it, for any 
longer term than they themſelves have eon - 
ſented to; ſo that, if they cannot live in 
Abſolute freedom, they have at leaſt; What 
is next to it; for to have it in our power to 

change our maſters after a determined time, 
and ceaſe to ferve whenever the condition of 
our affairs will allow us, is in the next degree 
to full liberty. In the mean time, the lives 
and limbs of ſervants are as well ſecured to 
them, at leaſt in this part of the world, as 
their maſtets to them; and to deptive ther 
of either, is, in the eye of the law, equally 
criminal. But then, on the other hand, that 
maſters ſhould not be put in a worſe condi- 
tion, by the diminution of their powers and 
prerogatives over their ſervants, the chriſtian 
religion hath now bound all that duty and 
fidelity upon the conſciences of ſervants, 
5 which 
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which before were only the effects of re- 
ſtraint and fear. Hence it is, that St. Paul, 
in the words of my text, injoing ſexvants to 
pay all kind of obſervance to their maſters, 
from the motives of a good conſclence, and 
a ſenſe of duty towards Gon ; aſſuring them, 
that an honeft diſcharge. of their duty in this 
point, is highly accepeable in he ſight. of 
Gob, and will Have its reward. Sexvants, - 
be obedient to ben that are your maſters 
according to the fleſh, with. faap and trem- 
bling; Top SIT . 4 mia 


* 


Not with ue 1 45 em ts 
but ar | the. ſervants f Chrift;, Aaing t be 
Wi God from tube heart: 

- Hith goad- will doing er vice, af to the 
3 ta en 
Knowing, that vubat ſae ver . thing 
any man doth, the fame ſbali he receive of 
the Lord, whether: he he bond or free. 
Nov, the buſineſs of this diſcourſe ſhall be, 
from theſe words of the Apoſtle, to explain 
and enforce the Duty of Servants in all its 
parts; which I ſhall endeavour to do, in the 
proof and enforcement of the N pro- 


poſitions. 


Ng _ Firſt, 


. — — ¶—U B 2 
* 


And this neceſſarily ariſes from the nature 
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of ſervitude; for the very condition of that 


compatt is that one man ſhall ſubmit his 


will and actions to the diſtretion and direc- 
tion of another: and therefore a ſervant is 
ſuppoſed to have no will of his own, where 


his maſter is concerned ;: but to ſubmit him- 


ſelf intirely to the will of his maſter, and 
to obey all his lawful commands. 

5 By lwful commands are meant all ſuch as 
are not contrary to the laws of Gob, or the 


community: and the teaſon of this is evi- 


dent; becauſe all mankind are under prior 
obligations to Gop and ſociety; and there- 
fore all other engagements muſt yield to 
theſe: and whenever they happen to be 


inconſiſtent with them, they immediately 


ceaſe, and. become null and void. There- 
fore, if your maſter ſhould command you to 
lye, or teal; to defame, or defraud, or com. 
mit any vice or villainy whatſoever, there 
you are abſolutely to diſobey him, becauſe 
PERS * | _ Gob 
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Gop hath commanded you, not to do any 
of theſe things; and the Apoſtles have 
taught us, that we-ought to obey God rather 
than men. But as long as the maſter's com- 
mands-are within the bounds 'of religion; 
and the laws of the land, ſo far the ſervant 
is obliged to fubmit, and pay intire obe- 
dience to them. And this he is to do wit 
fear, and chearfulnefs. 
Firſt, He is to obey with fear : e | 
( faith the Apoſtle) be obedient to them that 
are your maſters according to the fleſh, with 
fear and trembling. Now where men find 
themſelyes obliged to a dutiful and conſci- 
entious obedience, it is unavoidable but 
that they muſt be afraid of giving any of- 
fence, or provoking to anger and reſent- 
ment, by neglect and diſobedience. Fear 
is a natural reſtraint upon the giddineſs and 
perverſeneſs of our nature: it awakens all 
our caution and diligence, and makes us at- 
tentive and obſeryant : it makes us careful 
to underſtand the directions of our ſuperiors, 
and diligent to execute them. And therefore 
we may ſay of it in this caſe, as E/;phaz does 
to Fob, Is not this thy fear, thy confidence ? 
1. he ſenſe of a proper awe upon our minds, 
4 gives 
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gives us the beſt alfarance of our having a 
duc regard to the eommands of our ſupe- 
riors, and the diſcharge of our duty. Beſides 
ths fear is the great principle of prudence, 
as well as induſtry : it awakens the abilities 
ef the foul; ſets them to work upon their 
proper objects, and urges them to their pro- 
per ends. Almoſt all knowlege as well as 
_ diſcipline and virtue, are founded in fear. 
The fear of the Lora, faith Solomon, ts the 
beginning of wiſdom: a good underſtanding 
have all they that do thereafter. And as 
the fear of the higheſt authority naturally 
leads us to the higheſt and moſt excellent 
_ wiſdom; fo the reverence we owe to the 
inferior degrees of it, leads us to propor- 
tionable degtees of diſcretion and prudence, 
in the conduct of our lives. And therefore 
ſervants are to be awfully obſervant, and 
obedient to the commands of their maſters, 
not only for conſcience fake, but likewiſe 
on account of that improvement of their 
own minds and manners, which ſuch a reve- 
rence and fear of authority will naturally 

inſpire. But, 
. Secondly, Servants are to obey with 
chearfulneſs : II ith good-will doing ſervice, 
faith 
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füt the Ap poltle: and therefore they are 

carefully t6 get all that ſullen and farly 
behaviour which renders their perforis Hate- 
ful, and their belt ſervices diſigreeabte. A 
ſourneſs and reſtiveneſs to the commands of 


pride, that diſdains ſubjettion; And is much 
bettet fitted for inſolence in power, than 
obedience in fubjection. And' this ſpirit of 
mn ſolence is ſo frequently ro be met with 
in ſervants, that a man who makes right 
reflections upon it, will find infinite reaſon 
to bleſs the good Providence of Almighty 
Gop, by whoſe wiſe appointment ſo many 
turbulent and malignant ſpitits were placed 
in a condition of the loweſt ſubjection; who 
had they been raiſed to dominion and rule, 
would have been the greateſt monſters of 
oppreſſion and tyranny that ever the world 
ptoduced. Hiſtories of all ages are full of 
examples to this purpoſe: and that this is the 
ſenſe of mankind upon the point, may be 
collected from the proverbs of all nations, 
which have not failed to obſerve upon the 
remarkable inſolence of perſons raifed from 
a low condition to any heights of fortune. 
And this is fo apparent in a thouſand in- 

ſtances, 
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ſtances, that (as Sylla is faid to have ſeen 
many Marius in Cz/ar) ſome men of good 
underſtanding have been confident, that they. 
have obſerved many Neros in a common 
footman, or day- labourer: and therefore 
perſons of this character, inſtead of indulg- 
ing their innate pride, in inſolence and ſul- 
jenneſs to their ſuperiors, ſhould endeavour 
to the utmoſt of their power, to ſubdue it to 
the dictates of their duty; and remember, it 
was the great goodneſs of Almighty Gop, 
o place them in that low condition of 
le here the malignity of their nature 
would have leaſt room to exert itſelf, and 
where they have avoided much of that guilt 
and that puniſhment, which higher degrees 
of power and affluence would have de- 
volved upon them. And this motive to 
modeſty and ſubmiſſion in ſeryants, will be 
much ſtrengthened, by conſidering, that pride 
and ſtiffneſs will always expoſe them to ill 
treatment. A modeſt demcanour, joined to 
a readineſs to execute the maſter's commands, 
is ſuch an indication of a good mind and 
good will to their ſervice, as naturally wins 
their affection, and inclines them, in return, 
to do you all the good offices in their power, 
and 
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and to make the yoke of ſervitude ſit as 

lüght and caſy upon you as they can: e 
the contrary. behaviour will always excite 
them to ſuch degrees of rebuke and correc- 
tion, as perhaps you can very ill bear; and 
yet are obliged in conſcience to ſubmit to, 
whether they be juſt, or unj juſt. Servants, 
faith St. Peter in the lid chap. of his firſt 
epiſtle, at the 18th and following verſes— 
$ ervants, be Subject to your maſters, with 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, 
but alſo to the froward; for this is thank- 
worthy, if a man for conſtience towards 
God endure grief, ſuffering wrong fully. for 
what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted 
for your faults, you take it patiently ? But 
if when you do well, and ſuffer for it, ye 
take it patiently : this is acceptable with 
God. From hence we learn, that fervants 
are not only obliged to ſubmit to the juſt 
corrections of their maſters; but likewiſe to 
ſuch as are the effects of frowardneſs and ill 
temper. And as nothing is ſo apt to ſour 
the temper of the beſt maſters, as ſullenneſs 
and inſolence in their ſervants; ſo nothing is 
more apt to bring unjuſt correction upon 
them, becauſe it makes every thing they do, 
diſagrecable, 
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ciſagreeable,” However ri icht in itfelf; and 
urzes the maſter to lay hold! om aft oppor- 
funities and ptetences, of ſubduing and 
me rtifying that evil ſpirir, by the ſharpeſt 
\and fevereſt correction: whereas, on the 
r hand, hamility and meekneſs have the 
pieſt effects upon the diſpoſitions of all 
155 deal with. They turn the edge of thc 
ſharpeſt rage; they are like wool-ſacks to the 
fierceſt inſtruments of war; their yielding 
ſoftnefs abatcs their violence, and ſubdues 
theit force. Meekneſs is, in this reſpect, like 
charity ;.for as it th all things; fo like- 
wife am! it cover 4 multitude of ſins. A ſoft 
anf er (Gith Solomon) turneth awa Y wrath : 
but Eri vous Words ſtir up anger. And 
again, By long forbearance is a prince per. 
ſuaded, and a ſoft tongue brealeth the bone. 
That is, Gentle and modeſt replies ſoften the 
moſthardened and obſtinate diſpoſitions; and 
deſcend, as the P/almiſt expreſſes it, like oil 
into the bones. Modeſty and humility are 
as the grave ground in a picture, which ſcts 
off Diary faireſt colours, and ſhews all the 
figures to greater advantage, Modeſty, in 
a ſervant, places all his actions in the beſt 


light 5 and inclines the moſt froward and 
perverſc 
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perverſe maſters to bear with * infirmi- 
ties, and put the beſt enen upan all 


their conduct. . 
But farther, ſervants are not only t to ſub- 


wit to the correction of their maſters, but 
they are to profit and become better by it: 
for amendment and reformation are the end 
of all correction: and therefore ſervants muſt 
not think they have donc enough, when 
they have liſtened calmly to the maſter's 
rebuke, or ſubmitted patiently to his cha- 
ſtiſement; for all this is to no purpoſe, un- 
lc they are amended by it. And there- 
fore they are to obſerve, and reflect care- 
fully upon the reaſons and circumſtances of 
their miſcarriage and misbehaviour, when- 
ever they have committed a fault; and make 
ſerious reſolutions of more care and better 
conduct another time. For example: This 
was the effect of ſloth and idleneſs: This, my 
conceit brought upon me. Had I liſtened to 
good advice, I might have avoided this miſ- 
chief; and ſo on. And foraſmuch as the 
buſineſs of moſt ſervants lies within a very 
narrow compaſs, the ſum of their employ- 
ment being a train of the very ſame low 


offices repeated every day, with very little 
variety; 
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variety; it is evident, that as there is but 


a very moderate degree of capacity required 


to enable them to know their duty; ſo like- 


wiſe as moderate a degree of care and dili- 


gence will enable them to diſcharge it as 
they ought: and therefore whatever excuſe 
there may be for the firſt committal of 


faults, there can be none for the frequent 


repetition of them, eſpecially after correction: 


for even brute beaſts will learn to ſhun thoſe 
actions that are attended. with puniſhments, 


even againſt the inſtinct of nature. They 
vill learn to fly from meats and drinks that 
are naturally very agreeable and deſirable to 


them; and therefore, for reaſonable crea- 


tures to commit the ſame faults to which 
they can have no natural inſtinct, after fre- 


quent rebuke and correction, is in truth to 


become more than brutal; to act even below 


the beaſts that periſh. And therefore it is 
no wonder, if the common end of ſuch in- 
corrigible creatures is utter ruin and deſtruc- 
tion. The maſter grows weary of correction, 
and lets them go their own way; and their 
own way being the way of vice and villainy, 


leads directly to infamy and the gallows. 
And indeed, this is alſo Gop's way of dealing 


with 
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with incorrigible ſinners; for whom he 
loveth, he chaſtenet h; but when chaſtening 
hath no effect for their amendment, he de- 
livers them over to a reprobate ſenſe. 

And thus much in proof and explication 
of the firſt propoſition I laid down; namely, 
That ſervants are to obey their maſters. - 

I come now to the ſecond propoſition 1 
propoſed to ſpeak to; and that was, That 
ſervants are to be faithful to their maſters. 

And this Faithfulneſs is of two ſorts : The 
firſt conſiſts in an honeſt diſcharge of duty 
to them, in every thing they employ you 
about, to the beſt of your abilities. If in bo- 
dily labour, you are to labour in their ſervice, 
as far as your health and ſtrength will allow: 
if in the abilities of your mind, you are to 
ſerve them to tho beſt of your underſtand- 
ing, without injuring their affairs by ſloth, 
or delay, or negligence: and this kind of 
fidelity is oppoſed to eye- ſer vice. 

The next ſort of faithfulneſs conſiſts in 
being true and juſt to your maſters in every 
thing committed to your truſt: and this fide- 
lity is oppoſed to fraud and theft. 

Firſt, I ſay, you are to ſerve him with an 
honeſt diligence without idleneſs, neglect, 

or 
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or delay: and this. the Apoſtle requires, 
when he injoins ſervants to be obedient to 
their maſters, not -With eye ſoruice as men- 

pleaſers, but as the ſeruants of Chriſt, doing 
the will of God. from the beart ; that is, 
You are to employ yourſelves diligently in 
your maſter's ſervice, not barely vhilſt his 
eye is upon you, and you are apptehenſive 
of being chaſtiſed for your idleneſs; but at 
all times, even when he is leaſt likely to 
ſee, or to puniſn your neglect. And this 
you are to do in diſcharge of a good con- 
ſcience, becauſe you are paid for it: your 
time and ſtrentgh arc no longer your own, 
when you are hired; they are your maſter's, 
and to be employed in his ſervice; and con- 
ſequently you cannot employ them as you 
pleaſe, but as he directs; nor can you miſ- 
employ them, or with-· hold them from him, 
_ without manifeſt fraud and injuſtice. Rob- 
bing a man of the time he hath bought of 
you, is juſt as wicked as to rob him of 
his money, or his goods, or any other pur- 
chaſe he hath paid for. The. injuſtice is ex- 
actly the fame in both; and therefore the 
Apoſtle faith, you are to be obedient to your 
maſters, not with eye ſervice, as men. plea- 


fers; 
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Fers, but as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing 
the will of God from the heart ; that is, you 
are to diſcharge the duties of your ſervice 
out of a ſenſe of conſcience, in full aſſure- 
ance, that in ſo doing you do what Gop 
requires of you; for Gop requires juſtice in 
all your dealings, and will ſeverely puniſh 
the negle& and violation of it: and there- 
fore, although your maſter doth not behold 
your idleneſs, Gop ſees it, and will require 
a ſevere account of it; and you can no 
more eſcape his vengeance, than you can 
avoid his ſight: beſides, it has pleaſed Gop 
ſo to order the ſtate of things here below, 
that diligence and induſtry are the ſure way 
to health, and credit, and proſperity in the 
world. 

Idleneſs is able to deſtroy the beſt conſti- 
tution of body and mind, that ever was 
framed; and I myſelf have obſerved beggars, 
who began in ſloth, end in real infirmities, 
and a ruined conſtitution. And it is noto- 
rious of numbers of people, that they loſe 
their limbs for want of uſing them; whereas 
all the powers of ſoul and body arc remark- 
ably improved by application and exerciſe. 
Milo, who had juſt ſtrength enough the firſt 

O day 


Uay to lift a calf, by conſtant practice of 


| lifring him every day, became at laſt to have 


Frength enough to lift him, even When he 
was grown up into an ox: and the greateſt 
prodigies of wiſdom and ſcience that ever 
appeared in the world, had their beginnings 
in the ſame low rudiments of knowlege with 
the reſt of mankind. Men are born, in the 
general, nearly equal: inſtruction and in- 
duſtry, culture and diligence, make the great 
diſtinctions between man and man. Induftry 
is of ſo excellent a nature, that it will 
ſcarcely ſaffer any bounds to be ſet to our 
improvement; nor is it poſſible to ſay, to 
what ſtrength of body and mind unwearied 
application will carry usat the laſt ; and there- 
fore Solomon moſt excellently adviſes, What- 
ever thine hand findeth to do, do it with 
all thy might. . A motto, that ought to be 


| graved in characters of gold, over the ſhops 


of all artiſts, as well as the cloſets of the ſtu- 
dious. Solomon well knew the worth of 
diligence (and perhaps none but the wiſeſt 
man that ever lived, was acquainted with its 
full value); and therefore he is large in the 
praiſe of it, He becometh poor that dealeth 


with 4 flack hand; but the hand of the 


diligent 
+ 
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diligent maketh rich. Again, The hand of 
the diligent ſball bear rule; but the ſlothful 
ſhall be under tribute. The ſoul of the 
fluggard defireth, and hath nothing; but the 
foul of the diligent ſhall be made fat. And 
again, Seeſt thou a man diligent in his 
buſeneſs ? he ſball ſtand before Kings; he ſhall 
not fland before mean men. And therefore, 

if you will not be diligent and induſtrious 
for your maſters ſakes, be ſo at leaſt for your 
own, to acquire ſuch habits as will ſtrengthen 
your body and your mind, and raiſe you to 
credit and proſperity in the world; and, what 
is more, will keep you out of idleneſs, the 
great parent of vice and wickedneſs of every 
kind, which will cloathe you with infamy 
and rags, and bring you to certain ruin at 

the laſt : will deftroy you, body and ſoul. 

The laſt duty required of ſervants, is Faith - 
fulneſs to their truſt ; that is, an honeſt care 
and management of* all goods and things 
committed to their charge, without fraud, 
or waſte. And this is of all others the higheſt 
and moſt important part of the ſervant's duty; 
beauſe his own conſcience and his maſter's 
intereſt are more nearly concerned in it than 
in any other: it being oftentimes in the 
O 2 power 
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power of a wicked ſervant by one hour's 
wilful villainy in this point, to ruin the beſt 
maſter, and the wealthieſt man. And there- 
fore the Apoſtle, in the words of my text, 
injoins ſervants to be obedient to their ma- 
ſters, in ſingleneſs of heart; that is, with 
an honeſt and upright mind. And in chap. ii. 
of his epiſtle to Titus, ver. 9. he directs that 
Biſhop to exhort ſervants to be obedzent to 
their maſters, and to pleaſe them well in all 
things; not anſwering again, nor purloin- 
ing; but ſhewing all good fidelity. And 

under this head of purloining, are to be re- 
duced all frauds of every kind, all bribes, all 
falſe weights and meaſures, by which the 
ſervants are profited, and the maſter is in- 
jured; in ſhort, all poſſible, ways whereby 
ſervants are wont to make gain, or intereſt, 
or friendſhip for themſelves, to the loſs and 
damage of their maſters: for all theſe ways 
of gain are downright frauds and thefts, 


andꝭ are but the more criminal, as they are 


contrived with more ſubtlety and ſecurity: 
nay, this ſort of cheating is much baſer and 
more villainous than common ſtealing; be- 


cauſe you do not only defraud your maſter, 
but you likewiſe break faith, and betray 


your 
2 
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your truſt at the ſame time: you add trea- 


chery to theft; and therefore this OI is 
doubly hateful toGop and man. 

The other way of being unfaithful to your 
maſter, is by waſting his goods, although 
without profit to yourſelf, or ſuffering them 
40 be imbezled by others: and this is in 
effect, and in the conſequences of it to your 
maſters, the very ſame with wilful fraud and 
theft. For what matters it to your maſter 
whether he is ruined by your fraud, or by 
your negligence? So that the breach of 
truſt in you, and the evil to your maſter, is 
exactly the ſame in both. He truſted you 
with his ſubſtance, and you have betrayed 
him to his damage; it may be, to his ruin, 

As the world is conſtituted, ir is impoſ- 
ſible to live or tranſact our affairs in liſe 
without confiding in ſomebody or other, 
upon a thouſand occaſions: and on whom 
can you depend with ſo much ſecurity, 2s 
on him that cats of your bread, and is 
bound by all the ties of duty and conſci- 
. ence, to be faithful to you ? And what ad- 
vantage would it be to maſters, to be ſecure 
that their ſervants would not themſelves 
cheat them, if at the ſame time, through 

O 3 their 


] 
| 
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their idleneſs or negligence, | they : ſuffer 
others to defraud them? And therefore, he 
that ſuffers. his maſter to be injured through 
his fault, although without profit to himſelf, 
betrays his truſt, and is as criminal in the 
| fight of Go, as if he had injured him for. 
his own gain; nay, rather, he is more crimi- 
nal; for he that injures his maſter for his 
own profit, hath ſome plea, ſome prerence 
for his villainy, and ſome temptation to it; 
whercas he that injures him without any 
advantage to himſelf, hath no pretence, not 
fo much as the excuſe of a temptation for his 
wickedneſs : and therefore ſuch a one takes 
to himſelf the moſt ſcandalous and deteſt- 
able character in the world, that, of being 
wicked for wickedneſs ſake. 

But there is one point wherein the fidelity 
of ſervants is more eminently required, than 
in any other whatſoever; and yet where they 
are wont to abuſe and betray their truſt more 
than in any other; and that is, The care of 
their maſters children. I ſhall omit a thou- 
ſand inſtances of miſconduct and abuſe, and 
- inſtance only in two. The firſt is that abo- 
minable cuſtom among ſervants, of teaching 


children vice and wickeenofs. as the firſt 
rudt- 
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rudiments of knowlege. And this is ſo no- 
torious, that, take any child you meet, and 
it is adds but the firſt ſentence or word he 
learnt to ſpeak, was either an oath, or an ilk 
name: and if ſervants are taken to task for 
this villainy, they anſwer, There is no man- 
ner of harm in it, becauſe the poor child 
does not know what he ſays. Perhaps he 
does not; but yet it is more probable that he 
docs; for it is certain, that children often 
underftand words even before they can ſpeak: 
them: and if they do ſpeak ſome ill words 
before they underſtand them, I dare ſay, it 
will not be your fault, if they continue long 
in that ignorance for the ſame corruption 
of mind that prompted you to teach them 
thoſe ill words, will alſo prompt you to 
make them underſtand what is meant by 
them, as ſoon as you can; and not only 
underſtand, but practiſe too. Ye wicked 
creatures! little do ye conſider, that the firſt 
impreſſions made upon children always 
ſink the deepeſt, and laſt the longeſt, and 
are hardly poſſible to be effaced from the 
mind. And therefore Solomon rightly ad- 
viſes, Train up a child in the way he ſhould 
go, and when he is old, he will not depart 

94 From 
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from it. And the obſervation is full as true, 
Tam afraid, more ſo, if you train him up in 
the way he ſhould not go. Shame is the 
great guardian of youth, the great barrier that 
ſecures them from ſin and wickedneſs ; and 
if that be carly taken away, a flood of vice 
will break in upon them like a torrent, and 
overwhelm the whole man. Alas! little do 
ye conſider what you will have to anſwer for 
at the great day of account, who in return 
to all the care and kindneſs of a good maſter, 
have deſtroyed, perhaps his only child, and 
turned the innocence of an Angel into the 
guilt of a Devil. I would to Gop, that in 
order to deter ſervants from this abominable 
practice, there were laws to make all crimes 
of this kind puniſhable by the moſt torment- 
ing death that ever was invented; and yet, 
when that was done, it would make but 
little atonement for thoſe infinitely greater 
torments of Hell, to which thoſe wretches 
had bctrayed ſo many helpleſs and innocent 
infants, 

The ſecond inſtance I ſhall mention of 
the infidelity of ſeryants to the children of 
their maſters, and too often to themſelves, 
is Flattery ; a vice which is founded in the 
wort 
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worſt corruption of a wicked heart, and is 
the greateſt deſtroyer of every virtue in the 
ſoul: it is a rank manure which raiſes no- 
thing but weeds in the beſt ſoils. Nor is 
this all; for as it raiſes and feeds the worſt 
weeds, it kills the beſt plants, and ſuffers 
nothing good and ſalutary to live near it. 
A flatterer always puts me in mind of thoſe 
filthy beaſts mentioned by many naturaliſts, 
whoſe way of deſtroying all that will endure 
them, is by licking them to death. 

And thus I have done with the ſeveral 
parts of the ſervants duty: and the ſum of 
all that Gop requires of him, is this: Firſt, 
That he be obedient to all his maſter's juſt 
commands; that is, ſuch as are not contrary 
to the laws of Gop, or the laws of the land ; 
but he is not to obey him in any thing that 
is evil: therefore he is not to ſwear, or lye, 
or defraud, or commit any ſort of vice or 
villainy in obedience to his maſter, becauſe 
Gop has forbidden him to. do any of theſe 
things; and he is to obey Gon rather than 
man. 

Secondly, He is to obey his maſter with 
Fear. And this will make him cautious and 


obſervant; will check the natural pride and 
perverſe 
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perrerſeneſs of human nature, and bring him 
by: degrees to diſcretion and prudence; for 
| all wiſdom, and * virtue, begins: and is 
| founded in fear. 
Thidly, He is to n chearfully; with ; 
good will doing ſervice; and therefore: he 
is carefully ra avoid all pride and infolence, 
all hort and ſullen anſwers. Theſe are the 
faults that make ſervants hateful, and render 
every thing they do, diſagreeable, and expoſe 
them to the wrath and vengeance of their 
maſter: whereas modeſty and chearfulneſs 
"rocommend both themſelves and every thing 
they do; and place all their —— in tlie 
beſt light. | 
Fourthly, They are to ſubmit to the cor · 
rections of their maſters, whether juſt or 
unjuſt; and not only to ſubmit to them, but 
to amend by them. To be incorrigible even 
in neglect, (and much more in guilt) is a 
moſt ſhameful character, and ſeldom ends 
but in utter ruin. 
Fifthly, Servants arc to uſe an honeft di- 
ligence in the diſcharge of their duty; and 
this, in oppoſition to idleneſs and *cye-ſer- 
vice: and this they are to do, firſt, for con- 
Fience-lake towards their maſters, becauſe 


Gon 
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Gon requires it of them; and, ſecondly, for 
their own ſakes, becauſe diligence and in- 
duſtry are the ſure means to health, and 
credit, and proſperity in the world. 
And, in the laſt place, ſervants are to be 
true and juſt to their maſters, and faithful 
in the care and diſcharge of all truſt com- 
mitted to them (eſpecially the care of his 
children); and are neither to injure or de- 
fraud them themſelves, nor to ſuffer others 
to do ſo; becauſe all the injury you do 
your maſter, if it be for your own profit, 
is theft; and the worſt of all thefts, becauſe 
it is attended with treachery and breach of 
truſt ; and if it be without profit to yourſelf, 
the injury to your maſter, and the breach of 
truſt in you is (till the ſame; and you are ax 
the ſame time more inexcuſable, becauſe 
you commit wickedneſs for wickedneſs 
fake. 

And now, my brethren, when you haye 
diſcharged all theſe parts of your duty, the 
next thing incumbent upon you as good 
Chriſtians, is to be content with that low 
condition of life, in which it has pleaſed 
God to place you: and you will be content, 


if you conſider, that GoD goyerns the world; 
and 
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and that all his appointments are the ap- 


poinrments of the Wiſeſt and the Beſt of all 
beings. And therefore, whatever ſtate of 
life he aſſigns us, muſt be the very beſt that 
could be aſſigned us. Had you been placed 
in a higher ſtation, how can you tell what 
pride and infolence, what vice and villainy 


you had Heen expoſed to, which might have 
ended in the deſtruction both of your body 
and foul? And therefore, inſtead of repine- 


ing at your condition, you are to bleſs Gop, 
who hath not led you into ſo great tempta- 
tions as wealth, and power, and grandeur 
are, but delivered you from evil. If you 
ſuffer from a ſevere maſter, conſider, that 
altho' you might not have deſerved chaſtiſc- 
ment at his hand, you have deſerved that 


and much more at the hand of Gop; and 


what is it to you, by what inſtrument it 
pleaſes Gop to execute his correction upon 
you? And this you know, that if, when ye 
do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable with God. Con- 
ſider moreover, that although your condition 
is ſubject to many inconveniencies; yet in 
the midſt of theſe, it has one great and pe- 
culiar advantage; and that is, that you are 

freed 
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freed by it from ſome, if not all the great 
anxictics of life. For what is all that for 
which the ſons of men toil and diſquiet 
themſelves in this vale of miſery, but a little 
food and raiment, and a convenient ſhelter 
from the weather? and two of theſe, the 
very worſt of you, have ready provided to 
your hands, at your maſters expence, with- 
out any care or trouble of your own; and 
many of you have all three. But what above 
all gives the great and diſtinguiſhing advan- 
tage to your condition, is this; that as you 
have leſs to be anxious for in this world, you 
have leſs to be anſwerable for in the next: 
to you leſs is given, and of you leſs is re- 
quired. What are all the power, and wealth, 
and dominion of this world, but ſo many 
great ſtewardſhips, of which the owners muſt 
give a ſevere account to their great Lord and 
Maſter at the Laſt day? And what man in 
his ſenſes would wiſh to have a long and 
heavy account upon his hands, at the great 
day of judgment? Do but imagine a mighty 
potentate, ſummoned together with his 
meaneſt vaſſal, to the great tribunal of Gop; 
and the queſtion fairly put to him, What 
haſt thou done with all that wealrh and all 
that 


r e 
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that power I committed to thy charge 
Give an account of thy ſtewuraſip. Alas! 
Where is that mighty man upon earth, that 
could give clear and ſatisfaftory anſwers to 
theſe queſtions? Who would have wealth, 
who would have power, who would have a 
great eſtate, who would have an empire, upon 
theſe terms? Whereas, when the poor ſer- 
vant is queſtioned, if he has been a good 
man, his accounts are ſhort, and his anſwers 
are caſy ;zLord, I have ferved Thee, and been 
faithful to my Maſter; I had but little, and 
I did my diligence gladly, to give of that 
little. And the Lord ſhall anſwer, Nell 
done, thou good and faithful ſervant : thou 
haſt been faithful in a few things ; I will 
make thee ruler over many things; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. 


Io which bleſſed ſentence, Gop of his 
infinite mercy grant we may all be hap- 
pily intitled, through the merits and 
mediation of JEsUs CHRIST. Amen. 
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Ard 'ye, waters to he = Mae th unto 
them, forbearing threatening : - 
ing that your Maſter alſois in Heaven; 


neither is there er of uin 
with Him. 


HE Apoſtle having, in the foregoing 
verſes, directed the duty of Servants, 

and urged them to a conſcientious diſcharge 
of it, from a ſenſe of duty towards Gop, 
and the rewards that would await their fide- 
lity from his hand, proceeds in this verſe to 
injoin the Maſters to do the ſame by them: 

| Now, by doing the ſame, is not meant doing 
the very ſame things, but doing the ſame 
reciprocal duties; that is, as ſervants are to be 
faithful and juſt to their maſters, and to per- 
form all parts of their duty towards them, 
from 


from a regard to conſcience, and the rewards 
of a future ſtate, ſo likewiſe are maſters to 
do the ame unto them; that is, to perform 
all the parts of their duty towards their ſer- 
vants, from the ſame motives and principles, 
forbearing threatening; or, rather, as the ori- 
ginal word ſignifies, remitting their threats; 
that is, not always executing the harſh de- 
clarations they have made, or reſolutions 
they have taken up, againſt them, but re- 
fraining and receding from the ſevere ſen- 

tences they have denounced in their wrath, 
remembering, that they a//o have a Maſter in 
"Heaven, whoſe will they alſo violate, and 
whoſe commands they diſobey; and yet, 
ſhould he execute his juſt vengeance upon 
their tranſgreſſions, ſhould he be extreme to 
mark what 16 done amiſs, who might abide 
Fromthe words thus explained, the buſi ack 

of this diſcourſe ſhall be, to lay down the duty 

of maſters to their ſervants in all its parts; and 

this I ſhall endeavour to do in the explanation 

and proof of the following propoſitions : 


. Firſt, Maſters ate to do Juſtice to their 
ſervants. 2 
Secondly, 


ger. 11. to their Servants 2009 


- Secondly, They are to wor them * 


their faults. 
be They are to ſet chem good « ex- 
ample. 


Fourthiy, They are to allow a nn 


of inſtruction in their duty towards 
God, and leiſure to perform their duty. 
And, laſtly, They are nn 
in well - doing. 
Fit, I ſay, Wen wal vide Anden 85 
their ſervants; and this juſtice conſiſts in two 


points: firſt, In not exacting immoderate 


and unteaſonable labour at their hands: and, 


1 ſecondly, In an honeſt Pg their 


wages. 

Firſt, vou are to a 
' Equal and moderate portion of labour from 
your ſervants, unlike thoſe cruel Egyptian 
task-maſters, who, as the text expreſſes it, 
made the children of Iſrael to ſerve with 
rigour, and made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage; and, at laſt, proceeded to that ex- 
tremity of cruelty againſt them, that they 


exacted the ſame hard meaſure of work from 


them, without allowing them the materials 
neceſſary to the performance of it. Ze ſhall 
no more give the people ſtraw to make brick : 

* --.-, let 


rr // / / / ((r rr =; ” 
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tet them go umd gather frau fur thummſelues; 
and the tale of Yhe bricks which they did 
meke-tarretofare, you Mall lan upon them; 
you ſhall not diminiſh ought theregf; for they 
ir ia. For alley ue tdle s the common cry 
af all cruel and unmorciſul maſters, at the 
ſue time that their poor vaſſals are labouring 
ut their lives in their drudgery. A righteous 
man (faith Solomon) regardeth the life of 
tir hau but the tender! mercies of the 
withed are cnurl. A man that hath any de- 
ger of goodneſs or hamanity, hath com- 
paſſion for the beaſts that periſh; and, altho' 
they were made for his uſe, cannot bear to 
ſee them labour out their lives in pain and 
miſery: muck leſs can he bear to behold 
his oun fellow. creatures, ho were made 
in the image of Gop, and are, by nature, 
bis on cquals; much leſs can he behold 
them panting and toiling to death in his own 
ſervice; much leſs can he haſten. their death, 
am make their es bitter with hard band. 


ge. This is the conduct of the righteous; 
lut the tender mercies of the wicked are 
eruel. And, indeed, there cannot poſſibly 
be a ſurer indication of abandoned cor- 
tuption, of a diſpoſition depraved to the 
7 . laſt 
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laſt degree, than an hardened cruelty to thoſe 
that are under our power ; for he that has 
put off merey, the nobleſt, the lovelieſt 
likeneſs of Almighty God here below, muſt; 
of neceſſity; put off all virtue, and all good 
neſs, along with it. But, let ſuck wretchell 
creatures remember, that there is a Gon, 
who heareth the voice of the poor, and thbẽe 
oppreſſed; when they cry untu bim, as he did 
the diſtreſſed Mraelites, when they groaned 
beneath their bondage; there is a Gon that 
will viſit their cruelty, as he did the-eruelty 
of. thoſe mercileſs: task · maſters, W goal 
b ee and ſevere vengeance. 

1 know it is a received opinion, among 
many ignorant creatures, ho are doomed 
to ſlavery;-that they are never to ceaſe from 
their toil, in the preſence of their maſters; 
This my own experience has led me to ob. 
ſerve; and, therefore, it is the duty of all 
maſters; in that caſe, to let them know, that 
they do not expect inceſſant labour from 
them; foraſmuch- as no conſtitution can 
bear it: and if, at any time, the neceſſity 
of their affairs requires uncommon labour 
and application at the hands of their ſervants, 


it is their duty to deviſe, to contrive, all poſ- 
© P 2 \ ſible 
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ble relief and refreſhment for them under 
it, as well as to allow them double relaxation 
after it. Go knows, a ſtate of ſervitude 
is a ſtate wretched enough, in its beſt cir- 
cumſtances; and, therefore, a good man 
ſhould endeayour to lighten the burden, and, 
inſtead of adding to the calamities of life, 
ſhould make it his ſtudy, by all poſſible me- 
thods, to eaſe and relieve them, to the utmoſt 

of his power. 

The next point of juſtice that we owe to 
ſervants, is, to pay them their wages honeſtly. 
And, if juſtice be rightly defined, 4 vir- 
tue that gives every one what of right be. 

to him, the virtue is never more itſelt, 

is never practiſed in greater perfection, than 
when it is employed in payments of this 
kind; for, if the price of ſervitude be not 
a right, what is? If a man hath not a juſt 
claim to what he has carned by the ſweat of 
his brow, there is no ſuch thing as- a juſt 
claim in the world. And yet it is but too 
notorious, that many men are ſo regardleſs 
of juſtice, as well as humanity, in this point, 
that they do not ſcruple, firſt, to ſcrew down 
their ſervants wages to a poor pittance, and 
1 defraud them of that pittance. Little 
regarding 
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regarding the ſolemn commands of Gop to 


the contrary, and the juſt judgments he has 
denounced againſt this crucl injuſtice. The 
wages of him that is hired, ſaith Moſes, 
(Levit. xix. 13.) ll not abide with thee 
all night until the morning. And again, in 
the xxivth ch. of Deut. 14th ver. Thou ſhalt 
not oppreſs an hired ſervant, that is poor and 
needy ; at his day thou ſhalt give him his 
Hire; neither ſhall the ſun go down upon it, 
leſt he cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and 
it be a ſin unto thee. Here we ſee, that we 
ſhould be ſo far from defrauding our ſervants 
of their hire, that we are not to with-hold 
the payment of it, even for one day; for, as 
the text ſaith, he is poor, and ſetteth his 
heart upon it. We cannot tell how ſtrongly 
his neceſſities may call for it that moment; 
or, can we tell, how much he may ſuffer for 
want of it: it is atrifle to us; but it is his 
all, it-is the price of many long and anxious 
hours; and, therefore, he ſetteth his heart 
upon it. It is like Jacobs purchaſe of Ra. 
chel, dearly earned, and dcarly loved; it is 
a happineſs that cometh but ſeldom, and, 
therefore, it is inhuman to delay it, and 
much more to rob and defraud him intirely 
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of it. A maſter, that had any humanity, would 
take delight to make his poor ſervant happy, 
as ſoon, and as oſten as he could: and would 
regard the robbing the labourer of his hire, 
as the cruclleſt and moſt monſtrous robbery 
in the world. But this is not all ; for op- : 
preſſing the labourer in his hire, however 
this be done, whether by defrauding him, or 
delaying payment, or ſcrewing him down 
to ſuch a miſerable price as will not afford 
him the common comforts of life, or paying 
him in goods, which he muſt ſell at half 
value; all theſe, the laſt of theſe eſpecially, 
is a crying fin, and one of the cruelleſt op- 
preſſions that ever was heard of; and, there - 
fore, it is no wonder, if Gop, by the mouth 
of his Prophet Malachi, denounces aſpeedy. 
vengeance: againſt ſo much cruelty: And I 
' will come near to you to judgment, faith the 
Lora (Mal. iii. 5;)5..and 1. will be a Hifi 
witneſs gguimſt the ſarcerers, and againſt 
the adulterers,. and again falſe fivearers, 
and againſt thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in 
His wages. And, certainly, if we had but 
a moderate degree of good-nature, joined 
to common honeſty, we ſhould be fo; far 
from. oppreſſing che hireling, by . diminiſh 
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ing his juſt demands, - A. 
rather add to them; we ſhould take delight) 
to ſee our poor dependents thrive and proſper, 
and become happy under us. For, ſurely, the 
moſt glorious power and uſe of wealth ig, to 
diffuſe joy, and health, and happineſs, where. 
ever we come. That noble emblem of Ne- 
buchadnezzar,. (Dan. iv.) ſhould, in ſome, 
meaſure, be that of cyery man of power 
and wealth in the world. A flouriſhing for- 
tune ſhould, in this reſpect, reſemble a flou- 
riſhing well-grown tree; 4s if grows groef 
and ſtrong, as. the leaves thereof are fairs 
ſo ſhould 7he fruit thereof be much; and it 
ſhould be meat for many; ; theſe are its nohleſt 
uſes, to relieve and to refreſh, to protect from 
ſtorm and tempeſt, and project a ſalutary 
ſhade and ſhelter all around it. And yet ſome. 
of the great trees of our carth are, in the, 
very reverſe of this. character, of ſo malig- 
nant an influence, that they keep down and 
kill all that come under them; and, for that 

reaſon, ſhould, like the fruitleſs tree in the; = 
goſpel, be cut down; Why | cumbereth it the 
ground ? And, indeed, it may but too truly. 
be faid of 1 not only, Why . N 
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no doubt, in the juſt judgments of Almighty 
Gov, they arc oftentimes not only cut down 
for that reaſon, hut alſo coſt into the fire. 
The ſecond duty maſters owe their ſer- 
vants is, to correct them in their faults: and 
this they are todo, not in ſuch violence, and 
heat of paſſion, as may overſet their reaſon, 
and carry theit correction to exceſs; nor yet 
with ſuch a Stoic calmneſs, as might make it 
be miſtaken for deliberate eruelty, but with 
a temperate degree of juſt and reſonable re- 
ſentment, and ſuch as may convince. their 
ſervants of the evil and error of their con- 
[1 duct. For ſervants are at all times apt enough 
| to imagine, their maſters only correct them 
3 to gratify their own ill · nature, or ill-humour» 
l without any regard to their amendment; 
and, therefore, ſome pains ſhould be taken 
to remove this prejudice, and to ſatisfy our 
ſexvants, that our reproofs are meant for their 
good, and that we take much more pleaſure 
in ſeeing them do their duty as they ought, 
than in puniſhing them for the neglect of it, 
And this will make the duty of ſervants to 
their maſters, like the duty of mankind to 
Almighty God, at once an happy and a rea- 
ſonable ſervice. But, if this will not do, as, 
I Gon 
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Gop knows, many of them arc inſenſible 
to all rational methods of conviction, 
then ſharper and ſeverer methods are to be 
made uſe of: and, indeed, ſome ſervants 
are of ſuch rough and intractable diſpoſitions, 

ſo haughty, ard ſo hardened, that they are 
not to be ſubdued otherwiſc than as we are 
told a great captain ſubdued rocks, by fire 
and vinegar. But, although ſeverity be ne- 
ceſſary ſometimes, care ſhould be taken never 
to uſe it, but when it is neceſſary; and, 
therefore, that teizing vexatious humour of 
ſome maſters is carefully to be avoided, that 
dwells eternally upon a fault, and delights 
in perpetual taunts and inſults, upon the 
conduct and character of ſuch as are in ſub- 
jection to them. This, as it is hateful and 
inhuman, fo likewiſe it is a ſervile diſpo- 
ſition, and is a ſure argument of an abject 

mean mind. 

But to proceed. 
The point where ſervants have moſt need 
of correction and admonition, and yet meet 
with leaſt of it, is, in relation to their duty 
to Gop. Men are apt enough to chaſtiſe 
neglect and error in the conduct of their 
ſeryants, as far as it regards their own con- 
cerns; 
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cerns; but the concerns of Almighty GOD, 
the intereſt of religion and virtue, is of leſs 

moment with them. And yet, in reality, the 
diſhonour done to Almighty Gop, and the 
eternal ruin of the meaneſt mortal, conſe- 
quent to that diſhonour, are, in themſelves, 
of infinitcly more importance, than all the 
concerns of this world put together. Will 
any loſs of this world bear any compariſon 
with the loſs of an immortal foul ! or any 
mortal gain weigh againſt that of ſaying a 
foul alive! And, therefore, when maſters are 
immediately on fire for every tranſgreſſion 
and neglect of their own will and pleaſure, 
and, at the ſame time, cold and unmoved 
at the greateſt enormities againſt the righteous 
and unerring Will of Go; it is a ſure a, 
that they have great regard to their own. in- 
tereſt, and very little for the glory of G op, 
and the ſalvation of ſouls. And, indeed, 
this is the great and crying complaint, in the 
conduct of maſters! their utter dilregard of 
the religion and virtue of their ſeryants! 
And, to this lamentahle neglect, ſo extenſive 
and univerſal, is owing the preſent general 
corruption, among the lower part of man- 
kind. It i is notorious, that feryants are, at 
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this day, the moſt abandoned and profligate 
part of the creation; and, when theſe marry, 
or, which is much more frequent, became 
parcnts by their crimes, their wretghed iſſue 
are brought up without any ſenſe of con- 
ſcience, or fear of God; for how ſhould 
they inſpire any ſenſe of religion into their 
children, who are utterly void of it them 
ſelyes? And thus the lower part of mankind 
go on from ignorance to iniquity, and are, 
at this moment, arrived to ſuch an unſpeak- 
able degree of corruption, as is amazing to 
bchold, and dreadful 10 think of! ſuch as 
were ſuffcient to draw down God's heavieſt 
judgments upon the land: fo that we. may 

cry out againſt this nation, as Iſaiab does 
againſt the Jews, in the iſt ch. of his pro- 
phecy, Ah finful 5 a people laden with 
iniquity, 4 ſeed of evil doers, children that 
are corrupters ! They have provoked the Holy 
Oue of Iſrael unto. anger; they are gone away 
backward. And to what. is all thisabomi- 
nation, all this dreadful maſs of i iniquity, fo 
juſtly to be aſcribed, as to the neglect of 
— their copniving at the profanencſs 
and. irrcligion of their ſervants, and intirely 

neglecting, either to exhort them to virtue 
| and 
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and goodneſs; ot to oblige them to a con- 
ſtant attendance upon the ſervice of Go p. 
And, ſurely, maſters of families would never 
be ſo careleſs in an affair of this conſequence, 
did they conſider what a ſevere account they 
mall give of this conduct at the laſt. All 
maſters of families are governors and rulers 
in their own houſes; and it is the duty of 
rulers to watch over the conduct of all per- 
ſons under their care, eſpecially thoſe parts 
of it that are of the laſt conſequence to 
them; and, therefore, as all rulers ſhould 
be the miniſters of Go p for good, to ſhould 
they likewiſe be 2 terror to evil works. That 
this was Davids ſenſe of the matter, appears 
from the ci. P/al. where he ſolemnly 
profeſſes, t that he will employ none but the 
righteous in his ſervice, and will not allow 
any wicked perſons to be parts of his family. 
He that walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall 
ſerve me. He that worketh deceit, ſhall not 
awell within my houſe. He that relleth Hes, 
ſhall not tarry in my ſight, And, as this is 
the duty of all maſters, as much as it was 
David's, ſo likewiſe is it no leſs their in- 
n and oa book two accounts: firſt, 
With 
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With regard to their children; and, ſecondly, 


With regard to their fortune. SU 
Firſt, With regard to their children: for, 


as few parents have leiſure, or are able 


wholly to take care of their children them- 
ſclves, there is often a neceſſity of commit- 
ting them to the care of ſcryants ; and it is 
certain, that, according as thoſe ſervants are, 
cither. wicked, or well inclined, the child i is 
early initiated, either in the ways of virtue, 
or in the ways of vice; and, as earlier habits 
laſt longer, and are harder to be defaced, if 
parents have any regard, either to the hap- 
pineſs of their children in this world, or 
their ſalvation in the next, nothing ought to 
be of nearer concern to them, than to com- 
mit them to the care of virtuous and reli- 
gious ſervants in their tender years. 

As to the other point, ſurely nothing can 
be more the intereſt of all maſters of families, 
than that all their ſervants ſhould make a con- 
ſcience of their buſineſs, and ſhould perform 
all parts of their duty to them in ſingleneſ5 
of heart, as unto Chriſt. And, therefore, 
the ſure way to make them good ſervants; 


is to make them good men, and good Chri- 


ſtians ; and the ſure way to make them good 


Chriſtians 
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hriftians is, "beſides what hath been already 

urged, to ſhew tliem good example, which 

Was the third thing/T propoſed to ſpcake to: 

— Maſters ſhould" ſet their fervants à good 
a" Example 'ſways the whole 5 
and either ruins or refotms it, as ĩt is good 
or evil; as kingdoms are influenced” by the 
example of the prince, and armies by the 
example of their captains, and all ſocieties 
of men by ſuch as have authority over them; 
families naturally fall into the imitation of 
their fathers, and ſervants are led inſenſibly 
into the manners of their maſters. A good 
exa mple- is like a light ſer up on high, to 
guide mankind in the ways of ſalvation and 
trutirʒ -and; therefore; our bleſſed Saviour 
commands his diſciples, and in them all! 
Chriſtians, Let your light ſo ſhine before men, 
that they muy ſee your good works, and glo- 
rify your Father which is in Heaven. The 
light 62 good life is, indeed, a filent, but 
it is, at the ſame time, a ſtrong, a living, 
and almoſt an irreſiſtible exhortation to good- 
neſs; its native beauty attracts the love and 
admiration of all that behold it; and what 
men admire, they imitate; and if good ex. 


ainple hath force enough to draw men to 
e the 
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the imitation. of it, alas! ill example hath 

yet a ſtronger: and mightier influence; it 
prevails even againſt exhortation and in- 
ſtruction; and it is vain for an ill man to 
exhort to virtue and goodneſs, as long as his 
practice contradicts his precepts; for it is 
much caſier to ruin by example, than to re. 
form by precept; as it is far eaſier to pull 
don, than to build up; and, therefore, it 
is vain for a lend, a profane, an idle, and 
drunken maſter, to expect a modeſt, a ſober, 
an induſtrious, and a. pious: family. And, 
indeed, how can a wicked maſter ſo much 
as expect, that. a ſervant ſhould be faithful to 
him, for the little pittance he receives from 
him, when he himſelf is ſo notoriouſly un- 
grateful and unfaithful to Go, in return for 
all the bleſſings of life? I you expect your 
ſervants ſhould be honeſt and good men, let 
them ſee you go to church conſtantly, and 
behave yourſelves with becoming humility 
and devotion when you are there; let them 
fre you act honeſtly and conſcientiouſly in all 
your dealings; let them not obſerve you ha- 
bitually careleſs to retire into your cloſet to 
your morning and evening devotions; or 
rather (not merely to inſiſt upon negative 
TREE goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, or ceaſing to do evil) let them 
obſerve you religiouſly careful to call your 
whole family together, to join with you in 
the worſhip of Go; let them never hear a 
looſe expreſſion, a raſh oath, or a profane 
Jeſt, out of your mouths; Let your light ſo 
feine before them, that 'they may ſee your 
good works, and then will they be naturally 
| — to glorify your Father which is in Hea- 
ven. And, ſurely, there cannot be a more 
— there cannot be ſo lovely, ſo glorious 
an employment in life, as that of leading in 
the ways of ſalvation and truth. and con- 
ducting to eternal happineſs. Captain of 
our ſaluatian, is the moſt glorious title that 
ever was conferred even upon the Son of 
Gop; and, if ſo, certainly the contrary to 
all this, the conducter to vice and villainy, 
the leader to death and deſtruction, is the 
dreadfulleſt employment, as well as the malt 
hatcful character, in life. 

But, fourthly, As maſters are to 8 
ſervants in the ways of their duty, and to ſet 
them good example, ſo likewiſe are they to 
allow them means of inſtruction, and leiſure 
to perform their duty towards Gop.. And 


this may. be done at ſmall expence, both ot. 
time 
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time and money, by allowing every member 
of your family a Bible, and Prayer -· book, toge- 
ther with the Whole Duty of Man; and, if 
that be too great an expence, allowing one 
of each to the family in common. And, as 
the rates of theſe excellent books are, by 
the pious charity of ſome good men, reduced 
very low, this is an expence that moſt fami- 
lies can well bear; or, if any are yet ſo poor, 
as not to be able to go to this ſmall expence, 
Lam ſatisfied, that, by a modeſt application 
to their pariſh: miniſter, ſuch an invaluable 
treaſure might be caſily obtained; and, 
when it is obtained, a very ſmall portion of 
leiſure, allowed to the ſervants, for reading 
and contemplation, at proper ſeaſons, will 
be ſufficient for their inſtruction in that which 
ſhould be the great buſineſs of life, their duty 
both to Gop and man: And this may be 
done on holidays, and other ſeaſons of lei- 
ſure; or, if an hour or two were now-and- 
then allowed to ſervants for this very purpoſe, 
as an extraordinary reward of diligence, poſ- 
ſibly it might return to very good account. 
And, be aſſured, one hour, thus employed, 
will bring a bleſſing upon all the reſt. Or, if 
this be more than the neceſſary buſineſs of 


2 your 
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your calling will allow, (as I am fatisfied it 
is not) the Salbath ir the Lords, let that, 
at leaſt, be allowed your ſervants, for their 
inſtruction in the ways of ſalvation and life ; 
and let it not only be allowed, but ſee: that 
it” aff be employed in hearing! of ſermons, 
and attending upon che publick worſhip of 
Gp: And, above all, take care they are 
not with-keld from the ſervice of Gon, by 
being employed in the ſervice of your luxury, 
vices; and vanities, as is too often the: caſe 
of evoks' and — and, if they arc 


of theit place, be ir your care to — thoſe 


omiſſions made up by a 1 
at Other ſeaſons. e H QF - 


The laſt duty of maſters is wo ncourg 
their fervants in well-doing. 2 
Rewards and puniſhments are the great 
\ptinzs and wheels that ſet the whole world 
in motion; there is hardly any thing to be 
done in life,” without the aid of one or both 
of theſe. And, foraſmuch as there is a pride 
in human nature, that often ſets itſelf againſt 
correction, and is reſtive to reproofs; but 
pliant and yielding to the leaſt expreſſions of 


kindneſs, it is frequently found, that applauſe 
| | and 
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and encouragement have more influence 
upon us, than correction and puniſhment. 
Pride is like the ruſt that ſeizes and ſtiffens 
the ſpring of an engine, and checks its mo- 
tion, ſo that no force can ſer, it to work; 
but kindnei is like oil, which; ſmooths and 
ſupples the machine, in ſuch a manner, that 
the parts move of themſelves. And this 
gentle method of dealing with our fellow- 
creatures is Gos on method of dealing 
with mankind; Who, we are aſſured, Jet} 
not aft willingly, nor grieve the children 
of men's. who. delighterh not in the death of 
anner, but rather that he ſhould turn from 
to lead us to repentance by his goodneſs, 
than to drive us to it by his wrath. And, 
as prudence and humanity prompt us to take 
this method of exciting our ſervants to duty, 
ſo-juſtice and equity require, that when they 
have excelled in it, they ſhould be rewarded 
| and encouraged-to the utmoſt of our power; 

for the ſame motives that excited them to 
9 are the beſt engagements upon them 
to continue in well-doing. And, Gop 
knows, when a ſeryant is truly faithful and 


* in the diſcharge of his duty, all the 


Q 2 encou- 
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encouragement in our power is juſtly duè to 
him. And, to ſpeak reaſonably upon this 
head, when a man lays out his whole time 
and care in our ſervice, and makes it the 
ſtudy and buſineſs of his life to conſult our 
happineſs, and our intereſt, how can ſuch a 
ſervant be too much encouraged? or, rather, 

_ can he be rewarded enough 0 
And yet, after all, I am ſenſible; there is 
one objection to this doctrine, which I dont 
well know how to get over; and that is, 
that the greater part of ſervants will not bear 
to be encouraged, but are wont to grow ſo 
inſolent, as ſoon as their maſters have ſhewn 
any uncommon regard to them, that they 
immediately become intolerable, not only 
to their fellow- ſervants, but even to their 
maſters themſelves; for it is the nature of 
ſervile ſpirits, to be either low and creeping, 
to a fault; or imperious and proud, beyond 
bearing: and, in truth, I am at a loſs what 
to ſay upon this head, or what method of 
conduct to preſcribe in relation to ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions as theſe, unleſs we imitate the conduct 
of Almighty Gop, who reſiſteth the proud, 
but giveth grace to the lowly. If ſervants 
always found that they conſtantly roſe in their 
maſter's 
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maſter's favour in proportion to their mo- 
deſty and humility, and, on the other hand, 


found, that every degree of pride threw them 
into as great a degree of diſgrace, this, joined 


to proper inſtruction and admonition, would 
probably have happy effects upon their diſpo- 
ſitions. But, in truth, the great evil, which 
is the foundation of all this pride and per- 
verſeneſs, is the want of a right ſenſe of 
religion and virtue. If they once knew, 
that humility would make them amiable in 
the ſight of Gop and man, and that pride 
would render them deteſtable to both, they: 
would ſoon ſtudy to obtain the one, and to 
avoid the other; would earneſtly ſeck after 
the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which, in the ſight of God, is of great 
price; and, above all, they would remember 
thoſe two fine obſervations of Solomon, one 
in the xxixth ch. of his Prov. and the other 
in the xvi. ch. A mans pride ſhall bring him 
low, but honour ſhall uphold the humble in 
Spirit. Pride goeth before deſtruction, and 
A haughty ſpirit before a fall. And theſe 
proverbs I would recommend to all ſervants 
to bear about them, like jewels of in- 
eſtimable value, and repeat them with their 

Q 3 praycrs, 
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prayers, as the ſuteſt Tharttis, not only to 
pteſerye them in their places, but likewiſe 
keep chem in favonr both de 
man. 5 md, 

But there are two inftances of e encurage- 
ment, Which I have not yet mentioned; and 
thoſe arc, che regard that ſhould be had to 
te merits of 4 good ſervant in the laſt Wills 
of the maſters and when the en 8 
his labour. £; $44) 4 
1 As to che firſt of theſe: e a the | 

_ fmgli,pittance-which is paid to ſervants under 
the aame of wages, is, Gon knows, but a 
poor te ward for fidelity and diligence; it is 
the duty of a maſter to remember a good 
ſetvant in his laſt will; to make the beſt pro- 
viſion he can for him, againſt that time when 
it will be no longer in his power, either to 
reward his fidelity, or relieve his wants; and, 
therefore, 1 would have a dutiful and con- 
ſcientious ſervant always conſidered in the 
next degree to a dutiful child, and before a 
child that was undutiful, agrecably to the 
wiſe man's rule, xvii. Prov. 20. A wiſe ſer- 

vant ſhall bear rule over a ſon that cauſeth 
frame, and ſtall have part of the inhe- 
ritance. 


As 
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As to the ſecond point; to wit, the regard 
due to a ſervant when he is paſt his labour * 
I think there cannot be a greater inſtance of 
cruelty and inhumanity, than to ſuffer an 
aged ſervant, who hath ſpent the vigour of 
his youth and health 'in' our ſervice,” to be 
reduced to miſery and want, when his in- 
firmities have difabled him from further la- 
bour. Humanity would prompt us to take 
ſome care, even of a btute, in the ſame 
circumſtances; for a brute, that had laboured 
out his ſtrength in our ſervice, that he might 
not want paſture” and ſhelter for the poor 
remains of his life: and, ſurely, much more 
ſhould it oblige us to take ſome care of our 
poor fellow / creatures, of an aged and à faith- 
ful ſetyant, in the decline of life. Methinks 
| Thear the old ſervant crying out to his maſter 

in this condition, as David doth to his Gon, 
in the 1xxiſt P/a/. Caſt me not atay in the 
time of age; Fond me not when my ftrength 
| faileth me. 

The caſes of ſickneſs, or accidental loſs of 
limbs, in our ſervice, which diſable from la- 
bour, fall alſo under this head, and are rather 
more calamitous than the caſe of old age, 
and, conſequently, call at leaſt for cqual 


Q 4 com- 
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| compaſſion and humanity at our hands; . and, 
therefore, the cruelty of thoſe ' maſters is 
never to be forgiven, who make, the miſery 
and misfortunes of their ſervants, reaſons 
for caſting. them off. With what face can ſuch 
creatures cry out to G0 in their own.cala- 
mity, a5 David doth in his diſtreſs, Turn 
thee unto me, and have mercy upon me, for 
I am deſolate, and in miſery ? O go not far 
from me 3 for trouble is hard at — and 
there is nons to help me. Therefore, my be- 
loved brethren, be ge merciful,” as your Fa- 
ther, which is in heaven, is merciful, and 
fail not to ſhew all the pity and campaſſion 
to your, poor ſervants, which you yourſelves 
hope for, and will have need of, at the 
hand of Go b, your great Lord and Maſter. 
And thus I have done with the ſeveral 
branches of the duty of maſters to their ſer- 
vants; and have ſhewed, I hope, to your 
ſatisfaction, Firſt, That you are to do juſtice 
to them in paying them their wages punctu- 
ally and honeſtly, and not laying more la- 
bour upon them than they are able to bear. 
Secondly, That you are to correct them 
in their faults; and that in ſuch a manner, 
as is moſt likely to avail for their amendment, 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially ſuch faultsas are: committed again 
the law of Gop; ſuch as lying, ſwearing, 

profaneneſs, lewdneſs, and all vices and im- 
moralities whatſoever; and this you muſt 
do, as well for their falyation-fake, as alſo 
to guard your children from the infection of 
their manners, who, if your ſervants are 
corrupt, will hardly. eſcape being f 
them. 

Thirdly, I ſhewed you, that you were 
obliged to ſet your ſervants good examples, 
by honeſty and conſcience in all your deal- 
ings, and by an e life of kiety and 
virtue. 
$ Fourthly, That you were to allow them 
proper means of inſtruction in their duty to 
Gop and man, the uſe of Bibles, and other 
books of devotion, and a proper portion of 
time to peruſe them : the Sabbath, cſpecially 
ſet apart for this end, is not only freely to 
be allowed them, but care is to be taken that 
it be employed by them in hearing ſermons, 
and attending upon the public worſhip of 
Gop. 

And, in the laſt place, as you arc to cor- 
rect your ſervants in vice and error, ſo are 
you to encourage them in well-doing; to 


"_— 
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ſupport them hen they are paſt their labour, 
and make the beſt proviſion, you can for 
them at your death. And the conſequence 
from all this will be, that your lives will be 
eaſier, and your buſineſs be infinitely better 
done, than othetwiſe they ever. Vould, or 
ever will be. 11 

And now, my blechtes, it ye row 
thefe parts of your duty, Len are fe, if you 
do them. - 

And, indeed, Fou ought t to do them from 
ets motive mentioned in my text, know- 

ing, 8 that ye ala Have 4 Maſter in Heaven, 
22 is there reſpect of perſons with him. 


maſter are calculated on ly for this world; 
for, in tlie world to come, all titles Mall 
vaniſh, and all diſtinctions ceaſe, and man- 
kind ſhall be reduced to their original equa- 
lity : high and low,, rich and poor, the 


maſter and the ſervant, all ſhall be ſum- 
moned before the Great Tribunal of Gop; 
all ſhaſl appear alike, without precedence, 
and without diſtinction, other than what 
their merit ſhall give them in the ſight of 
Gop ; with regard to every thing elſe, cqual, 

as * grave they roſe from. 


s 
* 
* 
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Good Gop! how ſtrangely, how intirely, 
and how fadly, will the ſtate of things here 
below be reverſed and changed at the Great 
Day of account! when the mighty men of 
the eatth ſhall be ftript of all their orna- 
ments ald honours, and the title of good 
and faithful ſervant, ſhall be the higheſt and 
nobleſt diſtinction! Then ſhall the ſons of 
vanity ſee themſelves reduced to a level with 
their meaneſt ſlaves; and not only ſo, but 
ſhall- ſee ſome of thoſe ſlaves placed high 
above them. How will their TE 
be mortified, to behold thoſe poor wretches, 
wretches whom they would now ſcarce 
vouchſafe to look down upon, cxaltcd to 
high degrees of honour and eminence, and 
themſclyes reduced to the loweſt condition 
of miſery and contempt ! ſo low, that thoſe 
very ſlaves ſhall pity them; ſo low, as, per- 
haps, to beg a ſmall charity from the meaneſt 
of their creatures; as the rich man in the 


Goſpel, who was cloathed in purple, and 
fared fumptuouſly every day, was reduced to 


beg relief by the hand of that wretched 
creature, whoſe /ores the dog licked at his 
gate; to beg, that Abraham would ſend 


Lazarus 0 dip the tip of his finger in cold 


water, 
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wgter, tocool his tongue. How many haughty 
maſters will be reduced to the like ſad eſtate 
at the Laſt Day; ſuing to their ſlaves, and 
ſuing, as he did, to be denied; and receive- 
ing, inſtead of relief, the ſame ſevere return, 
Thou, in thy li e. time, recervedſt thy good 
things, and this, thy ſlave, evil things, at 
thy hands; but now he is ee and 
thou art- tormented, 4 * - 

oy herefore, - my beloved brethren, let your 
bi be girded about, and your lights burn- 
ing, ahd ye yourſelves like unto men, that 
wait for their lord. Oh, ſet not your hearts 
upon the little temporary diſtinctions of lord 
and maſter, but remember that) Jour Maſter 
7s alſo + in Heaven, neither is there reſpelt of 
perſons with him. Remember, that the 
meaneſt ſlave upon earth is upon the ſame 
foot of natural equality, and of equal ac- 
ceptance, in the ſight of Gob, with the 
mightieſt nnch in the univerſe; all 
equally the ſons of Gop, and heirs of ever⸗ 
laſting ſalvation. What are all the wealth 
and power of this world, upon which we ſo 
vainly value ourſelyes ? What are they but 
great ſtewardſhips, of which the owners ſhall 
give a a ſevere account at the Laſt Day? What 
'then 


Ser. 11. to their Servants. 2 37 


then is the great buſineſs of life, but to pro- 
vide, that we may behave ourſelves ſo in this 
account, that, at the laſt, we may be found 
in the character of that faithful and wiſe 
feward in the Goſpel, whom his lord ſhall 
make ruler over his houſhold, to give them 
their portion of meat in due ſeaſon. Bleſſed 
is that ſervant whom his lord, when he 
cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. But, if that 
ſervant ſhall ſay in his heart, My lord delay- , 
eth his coming, and ſhall begin to beat his 
fellow ſervants, and to eat and drink, and 
be drunken, the lord of that ſervant ſtall 
come in a day when he looketh not for him, 
and at an hour when he is not aware; and 
ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him his 
portion with the unbelievers. | 
From which dreadful and intolerable 
doom, Gop, of his great mercy, deliver all 
that hear me; through the merits and medi- 
ation of Jesus CHRIsT, our only SAVIOUR. 


Amen. 


SERMON XI. 
Ron. XIII. Part of ver. 8. 
Owe no man any thing, but to love one 


anther. 4 
* 
+ Apoltle, having in the foregoing 
verſe injoined us to render to every 
one their dues Tribute to whom tribute, 
cuſtom to whom cuſtom, honour to whons 
honour ; ſabjoins as an enforcement of the 
ſame precept in other terms—Owe no man 
any thing. He firſt expreſſeth the precept 
poſitively ; Render to every one their dues ; 
and then, to cnforce it yet ſtronger, he varics 
his phraſe, and lays down the fame precept 
a ſecond time, in negative terms Owe uo 
man any thing——Owe no man any thing, 
but to love one another; i. e. diſcharge every 
engagement, every obligation you are under, 
to every man, in every relation of life: take 


care you Owe no man any thing but love 
and 
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and good - will; for that is a debt, which, 
though you always pay, yet you will always 
owe; that is an obligation that never 2 
— your-life; - . 
- © Thi precept heredelivercd eee 
extends to every inſtance of ſocial virtue: 
but the buſineſs of this diſcourſe ſhall be, to 
apply it to one particular duty, which is as 
little practiſed, and perhaps leſs taught, than 
any other; I mean the duty of paying debts : 
a duty of as great conſequence to the well- 
being of ſociety, as any other whatſoever; 
as comprehending under it one great and 
important branch of commutative juſtice; 
and yet as utterly and as openly diſregarded, 
as if neither the laws of Gop, nor Man, nor 
Nature, exacted it of us. And therefore, to 
awaken you into a right ſenſe of this duty, 
I thall conſider the evils that attend the ne- 
gle& of it, both as they regard the BPH, 
and as they regard the Creditor, * - © 
And, firſt, with regard to the Debtor—— 
Nothing is more manifeſt than that careleſ- 
neſs in contracting debts, and negligence in 
diſcharging them, is one of the moſt un- 
happy characters in life, and ſuch as draws 
more evils after it, than can well be counted 
. or 
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or conceived : that ſpirit, as it is the effect, 
ſo it is the cauſe of extravagance. Moncy 
leſs mottal, that has nothing bitt the grati · 
fication” of his pleafures at heart; and with 
hoi much more eaſe, and leſs interruption, 
this may be done, the better. Thie conſe. 
quences of ſuch a conduct, are reflections 
which can only proceed from that-wiſdom 
wWlich they openly deſpite; or are utterly in- 
capable of. This, of neceſſity, gives them 
upꝭ a prey to the artifices of wily villains, 
that lie in wait to deceive: for there are thoſe 
in the world whoſe whole buſineſs and pur- 
poſe of life is to watch and to feed the follies 
of ſuch extravagants: they give by ounces, 
that they may receive by pounds. They are 
in the condition of the husbandman, who 
commits his ſeed to the earth, in proſpect of 
a good harveſt, greater, or leſs, according to 
the richneſs of the ſoil. They well know, 
that the perſons they deal with, are bad 
computers, and worſe accountants; and 
therefore nothing is more eaſy than to im- 
poſe upon them in the value of what they 
vend, or the quantity of what they receive. 
And if they ſhould at any time happen to 

R be 
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be teſtive, and ſuſpect they: are defrauded, 
the men of the world know very well how 
to bring them down again to their,own 
terms: they manage them, as skilful War- 
riors ſubdue ſtrong towns; they ſtarve them 
into compliance: they no it is but hold · 
ing their hand, and refuſing to feed their 
extravagance, to make them ſubſeribe/ to 
any conditions they think fit to ĩmpoſa . 

Ho / far do theſe men outdo the folly of 
Efan ? He ſold his birth right to gratify a 
real and craving want, and yet he ſinned in 
ſelling it. But theſe men ſacrifice theirs to 
ſuch wants as are falſe and fantaſtic: to appe · 
tites that will not be fatisfied, or at Teaft 
ought not to be indulged: nay, they oſten- 
times ſacriſice their health, as well as their 
inheritance, even to wantonels and fulneſs. 
The truth of it is, men of this character are, 
for the moſt part, in a worſe condition than 
that of Jolomons horſe· leech, that hath two 
daughters, crying, Give, give. Wine and 
women, play and pleaſure, are the daugh - 
ters of the horſe- leech, leſs limited in their 
number, but not leſs craving, waſting, and 
infatiable; and whoever ſuffers them to 
faſten on him, is effectually undone. If men 
| 5 contracted 
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contracted debts for the noeeſſaries of life, 
. whiek!' they could no othegw ie procure, 
they were excuſable : but terpurchate need: 
less, nay perhaps pernicious: vanities, at the 
hazard of health, and fortune aud liberty; 
at the hazard of every: thing that is gond 
aud valuable in dife, is folly paſt forgiveneſs? 
And yet, if it were any a folly; it might 
be borne with: but in truth, this habit of 
running thoughtlaſly into debt draws many 
other worſe habits, after it: lying, ſweating, 
cheating, and all kinds of vice and yillainy, 
ate its ſyre attendants nay, ſometimes, even 
murder, and an open defiance; of publick 
juſtice, as hath been ſeen in mot than one 
unhappy and dreadful inſtance. It is like 
that evil ſpirit in the Goſpel, ho when he 
| hath gotten poſſeſſion, taketh with him ſeven 
other ſpirits more wicked than himſelf; and 
they enter in, and dwell there; and the laſt 
fate of that man is unſpcakably worſe than 
the firſt. 

A ſpirit of extravagance, long uſd to be 
indulged, cannot bear to be reſtrained, or 
refuſed : and if it may not be gratified in 
the uſual way, yet gratified it muſt be at 
any rate. If credit be checked in the com-. 
R 2 moi 
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mon courſe, nee chanels muſt be cut, and 
new ſources opened: and this muſt” be the 
work of falſnood and fraud, and every wicked 
artifice that can be deviſed: By this means 
the mind becomes corrupt and depraved to 
the laſt degree; and the man is gradually 
fitted fox the converſation of fiends. Nay, 
this ſin is as ſtupid with regard to this world, 
as other fins are with regatd to the next: it 
ſactifices all the ſolid and laſting ſatisfactions 
even of this life, to ſmall, ꝓreſent, moment- 
ary gratifieitions;' without the leaſt thought 
of the dreadſul conſequences that await 
them ; and it ends, even in this world, as 
other vices do in the next, in the loſs of 
liberty and fiappinieſs, and the calamities of 
a dreadful cfinement among curſed ſpirits; 
—for a ga0l is, indeed, another Hell upon 
earth, and the beſt embleni of that manſion 
of miſery”; where you ate ſurrounded with 
nothing but ſin and affliction, where aban- 
doned wretches become yet more aban- 
daned by ſociety and example; by the 
converſation of miſcreai:ts more vile than 
themſelves; by mizing with the molt « cor- 


rupt and profligate part of mankind ; ; in- 


flaming their paſt guilt by new and greater 
: 4 enor - 
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enormities every day; living in utter defiance 
of Go and goodneſs; and, for the moſt 
part, dying either ina hardened impenitence, 

or the horrors of deſpair. And yet this is 
the end to which the young, the gay, the 
pleaſurable part of mankind are hurrying on, 
with-as much eagerneſs, as if they thought it 
impoſſible ever to be attained too ſoon. And 
indeed. if this were only the purſuit of 
youthful folly, the evil were in ſome degree 
to be endured, becauſe age and experience 
would be ſure to abate it; but, in truth, it 
is; often the vice of every age, and every 
condition in life here- ever pride and 
vanity reign, there extravagant aims are pup- 
ſued, and fantaſtic diſtinctions ſought after, 
at the hazard of every felicity and ſecurity in 
life. Turn your eyes upon the world, and 
you will behold one half of mankind living 
apparently above their fortune; and what is 
living. above their fortune, but living to ſure 
deſtruction, both of themſelves and family, 
as well as all thoſe they deal with? One man 
is aboye making uſe of the limbs which Gop 
hath beſtowed upon him, to convey him 
where his buſineſs calls; and ſo rides in a 
coach, for a few months, at the hazard of 
| R 3 wantin 3 


246 — . 125 


wanting ef the reſt of his lite, when 
His folly harh reduced hirn to his fect. 
Another, Who hath where withal to pur- 
chaſe a houſe, cvery Way convenient, and 
tuited to his cixcumſtances, cannot be con- 
tent without -magnificence; and rooms of 
ſtate, which att of no uſe, but to be looked 
at : theſe are not to beranained without a 
foreign fund; and, juſt when the building 
is at the point of being finiſhed, his creditors 
come and take poſſeſſion of it, and he and 

his family are turned out of doors and, 
perhaps, without cloaths enough to cover 
their nakedneſs, or hide their ſhame z it may 
be too, without knowing how to be ſheltered 
from the inclemency of the weather, or 
where to ſeck for a morſel of bread. This 
is -ofterier the caſe, in effect, though not 
exactly in the circumſtances now mentioned; 
than is commonly imagined; not are tlic 
inſtances few, or rare, of petſons utterly 
undone by living beyond their fortune. In 
this condition, abandoned at once by their 
friends, and by the fund or income by wich 
they ſubſiſted, deſerted by every thing but 
their pride, Whither ſhall the unhappy 
vretches turn themſelves! Their vanity ſets 
- Fit p them 
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them above all honeſt induſtry in a low way; 
for that, for the moſt part, remains with 
them, like a running ſore, that drains their 
vitals; and either urges them to ſtarve, in an 
honourable way, or drives them to violent 
and deſperate courſes for ſubſiſtence, till they 
end in infamy. And although ſuch a creature 
is little to be pitied upon his on account, 
yet is his fall often to be lamented, on account 
of many others, that are involved in his ruin: 
an honeſt friend, that was drawn in to be 
bound for him, and is undone by his bene- 
ficence; or an innocent family, that were 
too young to be partners in his folly, and 
yet mult ſhare his fate, and are given up by it 
to proſtitution or poverty; or an honeſt and 
kind parent, who expended more than he 
could well afford, to bring his ſon to more 
advantage into the world; perhaps, too, a 
virtuous, and a valuable woman, innocent 
of his. pride, and yet cruſhed in his fall; tho, 
it is to be hoped, this rarely happens, the wife 
being too often the great incentive to the 
husband's vallity, and, of conſequence, leſs 
to be lamented in the ruin in which ſhe is 
involved. Theſe, and a thouſand ſuch- like 
calamities, are the neceſſary and unavoidable 

8 R 4 con- 
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conſequences of profuſion and extravagance, 
of careleſſneſs in contracting debts, and nig · 
ligenec in diſcharging them: theſe are the 
evils: which thoughtleſs mortals draw upon 
theit on cheads, and thoſe of their neaxeſt 
great and various as theſe are, they arc few 
and: inconſiderable, in compatiſon of thoſe 
brought upon the ell af: —_—_ a * 
ſame curſed ſpirit. 

Every one knows, has 5 bufincs 
of trade. by which nations grow great and 
happy, is carried on by men of diligence and 
induftry, of fortunes, for the moſt part, too 
ſmall (at leaſt, at their firſt ſetting out) to 
ſupport them in indolence; and that their 
ptofit ariſes principally from quick returns. 
It is plain from hence, that running in debt 
with tradeſmen, and neglecting to pay them 
in due time, is uttetly ruinous to the whole 
buſineſs of trade and commerce, and abſo- 
lutely deſtructive of the very principles upon 
which it is built, and by which it ſubſiſts: 
and yet this is a crime every day committed 
by men of fortune and quality, with as little 
remorſe as they cat and drink; and, if the 
tradeſman demands his money, it is odds 
8 but 
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but he is either threatened; or turned into a 
jeſt: The ſon of Sirachis wiſe obſervation is 
here every day verified a The: rich man hath 
done wrong ,- and get be threateneth; the 
gor #5 ranged, and yet be muſt intreat 
#0. If threats will not rid theſe men of 
their importunate creditors," then are they 
to be deluded with fair words, and plauſible 
oxcuſes, to pay attendance, from day to day, 
to the loſs of more time, and neglect of more 
buſineſs, than perhaps the debt is worth: and 
ſo the firſt injury, inſtead of being repaired, 
is doubled. And yet the gentleman debtor; 
the author of this evil, is ſo far from repent - 
ing of it, that it is odds but he vaunts his 
wit and dexterity in doing it — As a mad 
mam (ſaith Solomon) who caſteth firebrands, 
arrows, and death ; ſo is the man that de- 
cerveth his neighbour, and ſaith, Am 1 not 
m'jeſt ? — And, indeed, it is ſcarce to. bc 
conceived, how any man can deal more de- 
ſtruction and ruin around him, than by de- 
ceiving and breaking faith with the fair 
trader; for it is well known, his credit, his 
whole ſubſiſtence, det ends upon keeping his 
word, and being ſtrictly punctual in his 
payments, and his p:omiſes3 and, if he fail 

in 
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| — aidote at once. And how 
is it poſſible hie fhould not fail; if the gen · 
tlemen he deals with fail him? He hath n 
way of raiſing money, but by ſale of his 
goods; and i thoſe, to whom they are 
truſted, will not pay him, it is impoſſible he 
en pay his cteditors; and, if he do not 
pay them, it is impoſſible but he muſt be 
rained, and, perhaps, many more with him. 
For traders art linked and dependent of one 
another; and ont man fall throws down ma · 
ny more with him; the ſhop-keeperis in debt 
to the maker, or the merchant; and theſe 
again to the journey man, the farmer, or the 
foreign correſpondent; and ſo the ruin be- 
comes complicated and extended beyond 
imagination; inſomuch that the failure of 
one man here may affect many others in the 
temoteſt regions of the earth; may reach at 
once from weft to eaſt, and from caſt to weſt 
again; and yet the ſine gentleman, that thus 


feattereth firebrands, arrows, and death; 
around him, ſhall cry, with great compla- 
_ cence to himſelf, and, perhaps, with great 
applauſe from his-companions, Am I not in 
Jeſt l. ſhall pride himſelf in having impoſed 
_ the 3 of an indulltious honeſt 
6] man, 
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man, (with the added inſolence of à con- 
temptuous name) and appointed him to 
come for payment the nest day after: he- is 
gone out of town. And, after all, to hat 
purpoſe all this fraud, and fal ſehood, ani 
deluſion! none in nature, but to have where - 
withal to feed their folly and exttavaganceʒ 
to have to throw away upon a horſe, or an 
harlot ; or to pay a play debt-— debts of 
honour, as they are called, but, in truth, 
debts of infamy ; debts, which it was in- 
famous to contract, and which it is villainous 
to pay, to the injury of the honeſt trader. 
A gameſter, a ſharper, that undoes you 
with falſe dice, or ſleight of hand; a wretch, 
whom it is a ſcandal to converſe, or ſo much 
as to be ſeen with, ſuch a miſcreant ſhall be 
paid off, though to your utter ruin: every 
engagement, every ſecurity in life, ſhalt be 
facrificed to diſcharge him; whilſt the fair 
dealer, that ſupplied you with the neceſſaries 
of life, is left to rot in a gaol, for the food 
that fed you, and the cloaths that covered 
you. 'Can any thing be conceived more 
monſtrous? or is it poſſible to imagine, how 
human nature can be ſunł into a greater de- 
gtee of corruption than this? 


Theſe 
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Theſe are the practices of the looſe and 
dibertific part of mankind : and; indeed, what 
better can be expected from that vicious and 
rhoughtlcs extravagance in which they live? 
But there is alſo another race of men, oppo- 
hte to theſe in all other reſpects, who agree 
perfectly with them, in not paying their 
debts, and yet are much more criminal on 
that ſcore : I mean, the needy and covetous 
rich who cannot pay, either becauſe they have 
niade a new purchaſe, or becauſe they will not 
break a ſum for which they receive intereſt. 
A greedy purchaſer is one that will run in 
debt with all mankind; and, if he can help 
it, will pay for nothing but houſes or lands; 
Nay, by his good will, he will not pay ſor 


eee. 


from them. The thoughitleſs libertine is a 
man- that ſpends more than he hath, and 
therefore cannot pay: the [greedy purchaſer 
is 2/man that ſpends nothing, and hath a 
great deal, and will not pay, becauſe he would 
have more. Theſe are the greateſt monſters 
in nature, compoſitions of coretouſneſs and 
cruelty; who oppreſs and diſtreſs every one 
they have to deal with; who will pay no 
man themſelves, and yet ſuffer no mortal to 

owe 
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owe them penny : they rack their tenafirs, 
and grind the face of the poor; they drive 
away the aft "of the fatherlefs, faith fob, 
and take the-widow's ox For a pledge; 5 
they cauſe the naked to lodge without clath: 
ing, and they have no covering in the cold; 
they are wer with the ſhowers of the moun- 
tains, and embrace the 700k for ſhelter; 
men groan from out the city, and the foul of 
the wounded crieth out. Theſe men are the 
peſt of ſocicty, and infinitely worſe than 
robbers upon the high roads; they rob, not 
from neceſlity, bar: from the inſolence of 
power and plenty! in the ſpirit of calm eru- 
elty, and determined villainy! and, to com- 

plete their character, they rob oftentimes 
even under the ſhew of friendſhip, with im- 
punity, and without remorſe : — neither 
can you guard againſt them; neither can you 
bring them to juſtice, when you are injured. 

And here the condition of the creditor 
is indeed deplorable: if the tradeſman be 
importunate for his money, he is ſure to 
diſoblige: if it be kept from him for a con- 
ſiderable time, he muſt of neceſlity be a great 
loſer; becauſe he is deprived of the advan- 


rage of turning it in trade all that while. 
Whereas, 
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| TY had been paid him when it 
ought; he might ceaſonably; hope to haye 
daubled it before that day. And yet; as the 
eaſt now ſtands, he has not the advantage of 
receiving ſo much as the common intereſt for 
it: nay, not only ſo, but if he lets it lie above 
a cextain number of years, he loſes the prin- 
cipal. It is to he pteſumed, that one reafon 
why the law allows no intereſt for book- 
debts is, becauſe the trader cannot afford to 
let his money lie out ſo long as to derive any 
advantage from it by way of intereſt; for the 
intereſt of money is but af trifle, in compa- 
riſon of the advantages it may turn to in 
trade ; and therefore the law, to lay tradeſmen 
under a neceſſity of calling in their money 
betimes, allows them no intereſt for it, 
while it is out. But {till the difficulty remains, 
ag to call it in; ſince every one knows, 
chat the expences of a law-ſuit may very 
cally exceed the debt: and at beſt, you muſt 
of neceſſity be alofer, even by gaining your 
cauſe. If indeed the law, at the ſame time 
that it prohibited book-debts from bearing 
intereſt, had contrived ſome cheap and caſy 
method of recovering thoſe debts, tradeſmen 
had been well dealt by : but to take away 
the 
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_the/ intereſt; of their debts,: and the prin 
_ ipal, aſter ſome years: and yet leave them 
 D@/WAF; ofi doing, thenylelves:juſtice,. but at 
the hazard of their: ruin, hath the appear 
ance of great hardſhip. For, beſides the ex · 
_ &&fhve expenee of law - ſuits, the ill · will that 
ſuch an attempt is ſure to: draw upon the 


tradeſman, is a weight which few men of 


that rank are able to bear. The man he 
goes to law with, and all his friends and 
dependents, are ſure to become his mortal 
in that caſe, ſeems to think himſelf obliged 


to abuſe the tradeſman, and blaſt his credit 


as much as in him lies, to juſtify himſelf in 
uſing him ſo ill; and blaſting a tradeſman's 
credit, is the ſure way to ruin him at 
once. It is finely obſerved of an excellent 
writer, That credit is to the tradeſman, 
what honour is to the gentleman: to a man 
that is truly ſuch, his honour is as dear as 
his life: to the trader, credit is as life it- 
ſelf; for he cannot live without it. Few of 
you would knowingly and deliberately in- 
volve yourſelves in the guilt of murder; and 
yet you effectually do this, when you blaſt 


the 1 of an honeſt dealer: for de- 
famation 
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famation is death to ſuch a one: his bread 
depends upon his credit, and if he be robbd 
of it, he muſt ſtarve; and certainly; ſtabbing 
a man to the heart, is a much 16s cruelry; 
than ſtarving him to death. Nay; you ate 
s cruel to your on honour in this caſe; 
as you are to the tradeſman credit and life: 
for honour is 4 ſtrict and nice regard to 
every virtue in life, and more particularly to 
truth and juſtice. And therefore a man- of 
honour, that is neither true nor honeſt; is a 
contradiction in terms: a man that allows 
himſelf in any degree of fraud or falſhood, 
has actually degraded himſelf ftom his dig- 
nity, and has no more title to the honour, 
than he has to the eſtate he has forfeited. 
- But, ſuppoſe the tradeſman's reputation ſo 
well eſtabliſned as to bear up againſt the load 
of calumny that is thrown upon him on 
theſe occaſions: ſuppoſe him able to bear the 
double burden of calumny, and a law-ſuit : 
yet what will all this avail him? The debtor 
is a peer, or a parliament-man, or protected 
by thoſe that are: his perſon is privileged, 
and his cſtate ſettled. And if neither of theſe 
will do, he bids defiance to the very execu- 
tion of the law; and you attempt it at the 
hazard 


hazard of your life. Theſe are the difficul- 
ties that ſhopkeepers and men in buſineſs are 
forced to ſtruggle with, and too often fink 
under: and if, in the number of ſo many 
bad pay maſters as they have to deal with, 
ſome ſhould be ſo far touched with compaſ- 
ſion, or remorſe, as not only to diſcharge 
what they owe, but likewiſe to pay intereſt 
for it, beyond the obligation of the law, this 
is reckoned an uncommon mark of liberality 
and chriſtian heroiſm; whereas, in truth, a 
dealer that is kept out of his money a conſi- 
derable time, hath no ſufficient reparation 
made him by being paid both the principal 
and the intereſt, in the end; becauſe both 
together will be far from amounting to the 
profit he might reaſonably propoſe to have 
made by it in trade, all that time. For ſure 
no man in his wits would run all the hazards 
and troubles of trade, who could propoſe to 
make as much advantage by the common in- 
tereſt of money, as he might expect from 
dcaling with it. And this is a new reaſon, 


why men ſhould be careful to pay tradeſmen 
in time; becauſe though no accident ſhould 
hinder you from paying them in the end, yet 
Jour clearing off the original debt, together 
S — 
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with the legal intereſt which a ſum ought to 
bear, is far from doing juſtice to the tradef- 
man, for the damage he has ſuffered, in being 
kept out of his money ſo long. So that, 
when you think you have made him ample 
amends for detaining what was duc to him, 
you have in truth injured him. 

And thus I have endeavoured to lay before 
you the ſeveral evils that ariſe from running 
thoughtleſly into debt, and from delaying 
to pay when it is in our power. And yet 
this is a vice ſo univerſally practiſed, and ſo 
little thought of in the world, that I cannot 
quit the ſubject without making ſome appli- 
cation of what has been ſaid, to all orders 


and degrees of men that allow themſelves 
in it. 


SERMON XIII. 
Row. XIIL Part of ver. 8. 


Owe 19 man any thing but to love one 
another. | 


N a former diſcourſe upon theſe words, I 

laid down the duty of paying debts, to- 
gether with the evils which attend the neglect 
of it, both as they regard the debtor, and as 
they regard the creditor. The evils to the 
debtor, of being impoſed upon either in the 
quantity or value of what they take up upon 
truſt ; and the great evil of making expence 
eaſy, and in conſequence of that, ruin inſen- 
ſible, and inevitable. To the creditor, the 
delay of payment in due time, draws end- 
leſs inconveniencies and evils after it; loſs 


of time, and trade, and credit, and in con- 
ſequence of theſe, inevitable, and, it may be, 
extenſive and complicated ruin. I now pro- 
ceed to make ſome application of what has 
been ſaid to all orders and degtees of men, 
| - S 2 | that 
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that allow themſclves in the violation or 
neglect of this duty. And, firſt, Let me ask 
the thoughtleſs ſpendthrift once again, What 
can be the conſequence of his running in 
debt with all the world, but utter ruin both 
to himſelf and others: If the perſons you 
deal with are honeſt and indigent, how can 
you anſwer it to your humanity, to bring 
miſcry and deſtruction upon the moſt piti- 
able and moſt deſerving part of the creation? 
To deſtroy thoſe by your extravagance, which 
even cruelty and tyranny would be tender 
of? What is moſt provoking, and indeed 
inſufferable upon this head, is, that thoſe 
ho allow themſelves in this conduct, often 
-paſs upon the world under the character of 
good-natured men; and you ſhall often hear 
it ſaid of ſuch a one, That he is no-body's 

enemy, but his own. But the real truth is, 
that eyery vicious man, whatever he may be 
In his intentions, is in effect an enemy to the 
ſociety he lives in; and more particularly a 
vicious good - nature is one of the cruelleſt 
characters in life. It is kind only where it 
ought not: it is kind to every vice and every 
villainy: it is indulgent to every thing but 
| honeſty and innocence; and thoſe it is ſure 
to 


— 
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to ſacriſice where · ever it comes. A good- 
natured villain will ſurfeit a ſot, and gorge a 
glutton; nay, will glut his korſes and his 
hounds with that food, for which the ven- 
ders are one day to ſtarve to death in a 
dungeon: a good - natured monſter will be 
gay in the ſpoils of widows and orphans. 
Sood - nature ſeparated from virtue, is abſo- 
lutely the worſt quality and character in life; 
at leaſt if this be good · nature, to feed a dog, 
and to murder a man — And therefore, if 
you have any pretence to good -· nature, pay 
your debts; and in ſo doing cloathe thoſe 
poor families that are now in rags for your 
finery: feed him that is ſtarving for the bread 
you eat; and redeem him from miſery that 
rots in gaol, for the dainties on which you 
fared deliciouſly every day And beſides 
the good you will do to others by thoſe 
acts of honeſty, you will do infinite good to 
yourſelves by them. Paying of debts is, 
next to the Grace of God, the beſt means in 
the world to deliver you from a thouſand 
temptations to ſin and vanity. Pay your 
debts, and you will not have wherewithal 
to purchaſe a coſtly toy or a pernicious plea- 
lurc—Pay your debts, and you will not 
| S 3 have 


have what to loſe to a- villainous gameſter. 
Pay your debts, and you will not have where- 


' withalto'feed a number of uſeleſs horſes, or 


 InfeQious harlots. In one word, Pay your 
_ debts, and you will of neceſſity ab/tain from 
many fleſply luſts that war againſt the ſpirit, 
and bring you into captivity to ſin, and 
Cannot fail to end in your utter deſtruction, 
both of ſoul and body. | 
On the other hand, if the men you dcal 
with, and are indebted to, are rich and wily, 
conſider they ſupply your extravagance with 
no other view but to undo you; as men 
pour water into a pump, to draw more from 
it. Conſider, they could not afford to truſt 
you, if they did not propoſe to make ex- 
ceſſive gain by you: and if you think at all, 
think what it is to loſe a fortune by folly z 
to purchaſe ſuperfluous and pernicious vani- 
tics, for a ſhort ſeaſon, at the hazard of want- - 
ing neceſfarics for the tedious remainder of 
a miſ-ſpent life. Time, which ſweetens all 
other afflictions, will perpetually ſharpen 
and inflame this: as the gayety and giddineſs 
of youth go off, the wants of age will be- 
come more ſharp and more inconſolable to 
the laſt day of your lives; and ſevere reflec- 
"821 tion 
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tion will double every calamity that befals 
you. And therefore the ſon of Sirach well 
adviſes, Ecclus. xviii. ver. 33. Be not made a 
beggar by banqueting upon borrowing ; for 
thou: ſhalt lie in wait for thy own life.—— 
And again, the ſame wiſe man moſt excel - 
lently obſerves, That he that buildeth his 
houſe with other mens money, is like: one: 
that gathereth himſelf ſtones for. the: 
tomb of his burial : He ereQs a ſure monu · 
ment, not only of his folly, but of his ruin : 
and the conſequence is the ſame from extra- 
vagance of every kind, but with this diffe- 
rence, that the ruin derived from wine and 
women, is the moſt dreadful of all others; as 
it involves you at once in the double diſtreſs: 
of diſeaſe and want. Who amongſt you can 
at once bear the united racks of hunger, and 
infection, and an evil conſcience? And yet 
this is what you mult feel, altho' it be what 
you cannot bear, the torments of Hell anti- 
cipated! To be deprived of eycry bleſling, 
and to be immerſed in miſery. 
Thus much for the youthful Extravagant. 
In the next place, let me apply myſelf to the 
Man of Quality, that is guilty of this vice, 
altho' theſe arc too often the ſame perſons, 
S 4 If 
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If ye will not conſider what ye owe your 
creditots, and how to pay them, I beſeech 
you calmly to reflect and conſider, what ye 
owe to Yourſelves, to your Family, to your 
Country, to your King. Was it for this, 
that ye were diſtinguiſhed above others of 
the ſame rank, only to be more eminent in 
infamy ? Was Nobility beſtowed upon your 
anceſtors as a reward of virtue; and do ye 
uſc it only as a privilege for vice? Is ſuperior 

Worth degenerated into ſuperior villainy ? 
If ye had any remains of modeſty, ye would 

renounce the titles and the fortunes of your 
anceſtors, with the virtues that attained them. 
Ye would bluſh to take place of a beggar, 


that had virtue. Will ye yet pretend to be 


better men than others? when ye have re- 
nounced your humanity; when ye are no 
longer men, but monſters. It is not ex- 
pected of you, that you ſhould perform acts 
of heroiſm and generoſity; that you ſhould 
reward virtue, and ſupport merit in diſtreſs. 
Alas! theſe expectations are long ſince va - 
niſhed, and ſcem only the boaſts of fabulous 
antiquity. But methinks it might ſtill be 
expected of you, that you ſhould do common 
juſtice: that you ſhould not be worſe than 

the 


— 
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the reſt of mankind, becauſe you think your- 
ſelves better; at leaſt expect to be called ſo, 
and treated as ſuch. Surely it might ſtill 
be expected of you, that you ſhould pay your 
debts, and keep your promiſes: and, in truth, 
ye would not be void, either of dignity or 
dependents, if ye did even this. Mankind 
are already too much prejudiced in your fa- 
vour, and would not fail to pay you ſuffi- 
cient regard and reverence, even if you did 
them no good, provided you did them no 
miſchief. But if ye expect to be eſteemed, 
not only without generoſity, but even with- 
out juſtice; ye are indeed unreaſonable, and 
will be ſure to be diſappointed. 

In the next place, Let me apply myſelf to 
the Wealthy and Covetous: theſe are of all 
others the moſt inexcuſable in not paying 
their debts. Men that have made or im- 
proved their own fortune by induſtry, are 
uttetly unpardonable in oppreſſing the in- 
duſtry of others: the leaſt that might be 
expected from increaſe of wealth, is to do 
juſtice with our abundance. This was the 
expreſs direction of the prophet Eliſba in the 
ivth ch. of 2 Kings: when he had miracu- 


louſly increaſed the widow's oil, he com- 
manded 
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manded her firſt to pay her debts out of her 
abundance Ga, faith he, ſell the oil, and 
pay thy debt, and live thou and thy chil. 
uren of the reſt. And the reaſon of this is 
evident; the money we owe is not ours; it 
is the property of other men, in our keep- 
ing; and we have no more right to it, than 
ve have to the money in their pockets. And 
although we ſhould make no return to Gop 
for his bleſſings upon our induſtry, in alms 
and acts of goodneſs; ſurely the leaſt we can 
do, is to do juſtice to men. What a dread- 
ful reflection is it, to turn the bleſſings of 
Providence into a curſe to ourſelves, and all 
we have to deal with! Men of this character 
are in the condition of thoſe malignant in- 
ſeas, who fret and make ſores where-· ever 
they come, and then feed upon them: they 
thrive upon the miſeries of mankind; which 
is abſolutely the moſt deteſtable character 
upon earth! and is, next to that of a ficnd, 
the very worſt: and vileſt that can be ima» 
gined: Woe unto him, faith the Prophet Je- 
remiab, That buildeth his. houſe by un- 
righteouſneſs, and his chambers by wrong |! 
Fer. xxii. 13. Woe unto them, ſaith. Iſaiah 
(ch. v. ver. 8.) hat join houſe to houſe, that 
: | lay 
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tay field to field, till there be no place, that 
they may be placed alone in the midſt of 
the earth ! Living in that character of cru- 
elty which is beſt ſuited to a beaſt of prey; 
that ſcatters ruin and deſolation all around 
him. One would think the Apoſtle's pre- 
cept were reverſed to theſe men; and that 
they thought themſelves bound in conſcience 
to owe every man every thing in the world 
but love and good - will. And after all, to 
what purpoſe is all this oppreſſion, and ini- 
quity of avarice? To heap. up ill - got riches 
for a curſe upon themſelves and their poſte- 
rity, and leave a memory and a carcaſe 
equally odious and offenſive behind them. 
They are exalted for 4 little while, as it is 
fincly expreſſed in the xxiiid chapter of Fob, 
T hey are exalted for a little while, but are 
gone, and brought low : they are taken out 
of the way as all other; and cut off, as the 
tops of the ears of corn. They are per- 
mitted, by the Divine Providence, to fill up 
at once the meaſure of their wealth and their 
_ iniquity; and as ſoon as ever they are tipe 
for ruin, they are cut off in the fulneſs of 
their pride and fortunc: and the wealth 
they have hoarded, is like the full car of 
: corn; 


*. 


vermin. 
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corn; which, inſtead of being gathered 
into the barn, is trampled under foot, and 
ſcattered over the face of the earth; and ſo 
becomes a prey to Nene and ſwine, and 


In the laſ place, Let me apply myſelf tc to 
Traders themſelves; and deſirethem to reflect 
how they pay their own debts: I am afraid, 
ſome of them very badly. I have heard of a 
moſt wicked practice amongſt them, of pay- 
ing their journeymen and underlings in 
goods: I call this, Wicked, becauſe if thoſe 
goods are rated at the ſnhop- price, the jour- 
neyman is plainly defrauded; ſince he hath 
no allowance for the time and trouble he 
muſt take, and the hazard he muſt run in 
vending thoſe goods. And whereas he had 
a right to ready money for his labour, his 
neceſſities now oblige him to ſell thoſe goods 
at any price he can get, to the diſcredit of 
trade in general, and the real injury of that 
very perſon, who laid him under a neceſſity 
of ſo doing; who muſt of neceſlity ſuffer by 
having his goods ſold at an under- rate: fo 
that this practice is as ill. judged in the ſhop- 
keeper, and as weak with regard to his own 
intereſt, as it is wicked with regard to his 


35 poor 
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poor underling. And indeed all bad pay- 
ment to thoſe they have to deal with, eſpe- 
cially the poorer ſort, is manifeſtly injurious 
to men in buſineſs: for the clamour of bad 

pay, and the diſcredit that neceſſarily attends 
it, generally ſpeaking, begins there. And 
therefore Solomon's precepts; in Prov. iii. 
27, 28. ought al ways to be ſtrictly obſerved 
by them, of all mankind—Vitb-hold not 
good from them to whom it is due, when 
it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 
Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come 
again, and to-morrow T will give, when thou 
haſt it by thee. Altho' the men you deal 
with do not know your wants, nor conſider 
your labour, and loſs of time in ſeeking your 
due; and are conſequently regardleſs of you 
and your neceſſities; yet you well know the 
wants of the poor people you deal with, and 
'the injury you do them, in making them 
loſe their time in attending upon you; and 
therefore you are utterly inexcuſable in not 
relieving them from thoſe hardſhips, when 

you can do fo, barely by doing juſtice. How 
can you expect a bleſſing from Gop upon 
your own endeavours, when you are guilty 


of ſo much cruelty and injuſlice to others; 
| when 


when you are guilty of ſo much injuſtice to 
the very men by whoſe labour ye are ſup- 
ported? A poor mam that oppreſſeth the poor, 
(faith Solomon) is Hike a ſcecping rain 
<wwhich leaveth no food, Prov. xxviii. 3. Na- 
ture hath formed us to compaſſionate the 
calamities we endure; and therefore a poor 
man ſhould as naturally expect aid and 
conſolation from 'his brethren in the ſame 
condition, as the parched and impoveriſhed 
Earth expects relief from the ſhowers of 
Heaven: conſequently, when inſtead of being 
aided, he is oppreſſed by his brethren, and 
the little remains of his ſubſtance are torn 
from him, he is then in the condition of 
the-carth, ravaged and ruined by the very 
means appointed by Providence to refreſh 
and make it fruitful; and all its ſeed, all 
the means and hopes of a future harveſt, 
ſwept away with its beſt mould. A poor 
man, that oppreſſeth the poor, is the cruclleſt 
-monſter in nature; and it is the juſt judg. 
-ment of Almighty Gop, that with what 
meaſure you mete, it ſhould be meaſured 
-wnto you again. He that doth wrong, faith 
the Apoſtle, Col. iii. 2 5. all receive for 
the wrong that he hath done; as he hath 
ö done, 
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done, it ſballi be done unto him; his reward 
ſhall return upon his own head. 

And therefore, my Brethren, as ye expect 
mercy, and protection, and bleſſing from 
Gop, do juſtice and judgment to all you 
have to deal with; and be merciful after 
your power : for the righteous Lord loveth 
righteouſneſs ; and whatſoever good any 
man doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
Lord.——So that a man ſhall ſay, Verity, 
there is a reward for the righteous ; Ve- 
rily, there is a Go that judgeth the 
earth. ak 
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For rulers are not 4 terror 70 good works 
but to the evil.' Mili thou thin 107 be 
' afraid of the power ? Do that which'is 
good, and n 2 ew Frag of” 155 
fame: 
For he is the — of Gov' to thee ”" 
_ good. But if” thou doeft that © "which i 
evil, be afraid; ; for he beareth not 7 
ftebrd in vain; for he is the miniſter 0 


| Gop, an avenger to execute wrath up 


_ him that doth evil, * 


N theſe words St. Paul: layeth down 
the duty and character of a good Rulefs 
and _ ſum of what he faith is this. 


12 


Fiu, That al Rulers are the Muller 
-GoD. 


-: Secondly, That they are ene by = 


for the good of Mankind. And, 
T' 3 Third- 


| 
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Thirdly, As a conſequence from this- 
2 that the duty of their Tation is to en- 
— courage and reward rightcouſnels, and 

puniſh in ini quity. | 

And, Firſt, 1 ers art the. Miaifters. of 
Gov. 

Whoever gonſiderech the. great wiſdom 
ad. goodeck of. Gan in the creation. gf. che 
world, will figd. all the parts of it. moſt ad- 
wirably.dilpaſe; and perfcQly fitted for the 
gopd ang. happinch of all his creatures. And 


whercas all the other creatures were farmed 


for tha pk We andanfyer that nd in 

ene % their health and ſtrength; ; 

cre fore, 1 man is not on indebted to Gon 
= the immediate « excel ence of his own 
conftirution, but alſo for the ſtrength and c 
kealth of the inferior creatures 12 ſub. 
ſervient to him. But foraſmuch as this 


health and ſtrength of the creatures would 
be of no uſe to mankind, without the ad- 
vantage of their own mutual aid, (becauſe 
they could not ſingly ſubdue them to their 
&rvice) or if they were, would conſtitute 
but a ſmall part of their happineſs, com- 
pated with the bleſſings of ſociety; there- 
fore God Almighty, in willing the happi- 

nels 
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neſs of his ercatures, principally. willed their 
living in ſociety, and in a' mien Aten 
courſe of ſocial virtue. 
And foraſmuch as man is not only fired 
ro advantage his fellow / creatures in ſociety, 
but like wife to diſquiet and annoy them; 
and is, from the variety and violence of his 
paſſions, too often tempted {foro do; there- 
fare Gon, in willing the happincs.of man» 
kind in ſociety, muſt neceſſarily. be ſuppoſed 
to will the reſtraint of ſuch unruly paſſions, 
as would, if unreſtrained, inevitably overs 
throw and deſtroy ; all that happineſs: for he 
that willcth the and, muſt always be ſup- 
poſed to will all honeſt and proper mans 
neeeſſary to that end. 7 
Now fotaſmuch as the * * per- 
verſc humours of men are no otherwiſe to 
be reſtrained but by cſtabliſhing a coerciye 
power over them; that is, by veſting an 
authority_ in ſome one or more perſons, ta 
correct and repreſs the cnormity of ſuch 
paſlions and inclinations ; therefore it was 
neceſſary to the well-being of ſociety, that 
Soo Almighty ſhould veſt ſame perſons 


wih authority and power, to reſtrain the 
1 3 unruly 
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unruly Wills and paſſions of men, by proper 
degrees of puniſhment and terror. 
From hence it appeareth, that all-govern- 
ment arid authority of men over others in 
ſociety, is/from'Gop, and that all rulers are 
his miniſters; agrecably to thoſe paſſages in 
Seriptute, where Go is called King of 
Enge, and Bord of lords, and, the only 
Pprentate: plainly implying, that Gop 
hath" the ſame rule and authority over all 
ſupreme catthly powers, that they have over 
their inferior miniſters: and, conſequently, as 
inferior miniſters are by the appointment of 
thoſe in authority over them; kings, and 
princes, and rulers, of all denominations, 
are by the appointment of Almighty Go D, 
and are; in the words of the Apoſtle he 
miniſters of GoD—which was the firſt 
thing to be proved. | 
he next propoſition laid down from the 
text, is this, That all Rulers are appointed 
by Gop for the good of Mankind. And 
altho this be a plain conſequence from their 
being the miniſters of Gov, who always 
Willeth the happineſs and well-being of his 
features 3 yet will it not be amiſs to illu- 
Nene 2 ſtrate 
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ſtrate. this, point a little more ay, and 
fully. * 0 
The duty of doing good is fo plainly-: at 
once the inſtin& of nature, and dictate of 
reaſon, as well as the direction of religion, 
that moral iſts are now perfectly agrecd i in itz 
and vouch with one voice, that love and 
bencyolcnce are the fundamental principles 
that ſhould govern and conduct our lives; 
and that all the laws of nature, as far ; as they 
reſpect ſociety, are reducible to this one; vix. 
That cvery man living do all poſſible good 
offices to every other, as far as in him licth, 
And as this duty is of univerſal extent, 
becauſe every man living is in ſome ſort 
fitted for i it, ſo is it more eminently incum- 
bent upon thoſe whom God hath bleſſed 
with greater abilities, and better opportuni- 
ties, fot the diſcharge of it. Hence it is, that 
we find the charge of doing good more par- 
ticularly directed to the rich: Charge them 
that are rich in this world ( faith the Apoſtle) 
that they do good; that they be rich in good 
works. And foraſmuch as men in autho- 
rity, and high ſtation, have, from the nature 
and condition of thoſe ſtations, greater mea- 
{ures of wealth and affluence devolyed upon 
| E them, 


then, es r power; there · 
fore the charge to the rich more eminentiy 
reſpecterh the great” and powerful of inan- 
kind,” 2 Pes 21015 

Acad tb this, that ths MORIN 
offices at 4 müch cheaper and eaſier 
tate chan others. They can often do good 
without any low? atid attnöſt ps 
any trouble, merely from the influence o 
their power and their example. N 

And as they are more able to do good 
than her men, fo are they alſo more 
obliged : It is their immediate and direct 
duty; 1. and they are ſupported by the publick 
for theſe very ends: for the adminiſtration 
of jullice, and every other virtue that re- 
ſpecteth the well-being of ſocicty : for, For 


this cauſe pay you tribute alſo (faith the 
5 750 for 5 7 are 8 oD's 1 54 at- 


SD at 


propotrion to their uſefulneſs to mankind 3 
and. for, this rœaſon governors ate more ho- 
nourable than other men, becauſe good 
governors ate more uſeful; are benefactors 
to greater numbers of mankind. It is this 
ſingle conſideration that intitleth them to 

higher 
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higher degrees of veneration and obſeryance, 
And indted it would be ill conſiſtent either 
with the wiſdom or goodneſs of Gop, to 
beſtow fach diſtinguiſhing advantages upon 
the governors of mankind, for any lower 
or leſs worthy purpoſes. To imagine, that 
Gop ſendeth great men into the World, like 
the Le viatbum imo the ſea, to ſport and 
take their paſtime therein; to abuſe their 
power and affluence to tyranny and oppreſ- 
ſion, to luxury and exceſs, and to the law- 
leſs gratification of their unruly appetites and 
paſſions; were equally impious and abſurd.” 
Why boaſteſt thou thyſelf, thou tyrant, 
that thou canſt do miſthief, whereas the 
poodneſs of, Gap endureth yet daily ? This 
is the juſteſt reproach upon tyranny, that 
ever was penned, The buſineſs of a good 
ruler is to imitate the goodneſs and the ju- 
Rice of Gop. A tyrant reverſeth this noble 
character, and employeth all that power to 
the vileſt and the worſt ends, which were 
given him by Almighty Gop for the nobleſt 
and the beſt. 
And therefore the great and diftinguiſh- 
ing advantage that men derive from their 
' ſuperior power, and honour, and affluence, 


4 is 
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zs in reality this, and this only; That their 
abilities to do good are inlarged; that now 
their power beareth ſome proportion to the 
benevolence of a good mind; their high 
ſtation enableth them to ſee, and to relieve, 
the neceſſities of all around them. A great 
and God-like advantage!  _ 

When Gov. cxalteth one man above an- 
Aber z it is for the ſame reaſon that he 
exalteth the mountains above the level lands. 
Great men are the riſing grounds; they are 
the eminences of the earth, which more im- 
mediately, and in greater abundance, reccive 
the dew of Heaven: but then let them re- 
member, they receive it, not to retain it 
all to themſelves, but rather to convey it 
thence to more advantage, to refreſh the 
humble valleys, and the indigent carth be- 
neath them. 
. bee are not only to do 
good by the exerciſe of their power; but alſo 
by the influence of their example. 

The whole world is ſwayed by example; 
and is cither reformed, or ruined by it, ac- 
cording as it is good, or cvil. Families natu- 
rally fall into an imitation of their Fathers: 

armies are ſwayed by the example of their 
| Cap- 
HI 2 
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Captains; and nations by the example of 
their Governors. KNegis ad exemplum, i is an 
old and known obſervation: their practice 
is a ſilent precept, and oftentimes moro 
powerful than their avowed and open com- 
mands; and for this plain reaſon, Their 
public orders are often the directions of 
policy, and ſometimes very oppoſite to their 
private inclinations; and therefore a prudent 
man will not always care to be too ſtrict 
and rigid an obſcrver of them; becauſe. he 
well knoweth, ſuch an, officiouſneſs may be 
fatal to him: but their example is a lure 
guide; what they practiſe, they certainly 
approve of, otherwiſe they would not do it; 
for who will ſay unto them, What doeſt thou? 
And as their example is of great importance 
in every inſtance that reſpecteth the peace 
and well-being of ſocicty, it is, for that rea- 

ſon, of the laſt ſt conkequence in the concerns 
of religion, upon which the peace and well- 
being of ſociety ſo mainly and ſo evidently 
depend: inſomuch that they who have been 
hardy enough to diſclaim the advantages of 
religion upon other accounts, have not 
ſerupled to ſubſcribe. to them upon this; 


and therefore the care of religion hath al- 
ways 
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ways been accbunted a prineipal and moſt 
important duty of governors, by ail that have 
ever treated that ſubject with any tolerable 
maſtery, And foraſmuch as all religion de- 
pendeth upon the regularity, the purity, and 
excellence of the publick worſhip of Go 0; 
and theſe again, upon the adminiſtration of 
an orderly, à learned, and religious mini- 
ſtry ; neither ſwelled with arrogance, from 
excels, nor funk to fervility and ignorance- 
from penury ; rhe ſupport of fuch a miniſtry 
in their temporal, their civil, their legal, 
their religious, their divine, their immemo- 
rial, their neceſſary rights, I will venture to 
ſay, is the nobleſt and moſt beneſicent office 
of the nobleſt and moſt beneficent employ-. 
ment under Heaven. And if this be true 
with reſpect to rulers in general, it is cer- 
rainly more peculiarly ſo, with regard to 
thoſe rulets and their repreſentatives, whom 
the Providence of G op hath placed at the 
head of the pureſt chriſtian Church; and who 
pride themſelves upon the glorious and di- 
ftinguiſhing titles of Defenders of the Faith 
And that it is ſtrictly true of all Rulers upon 
earth, needs little ſagacity to diſcern, or in- 


genuity to acknowlege 3 foraſmuch as a very 
moderate 
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moderate portion of humility and good un. 
derſtanding will enable the mightieſt of 
mortals to ſee the manifeſt, the neceſſary 
powerful Providence, us viſſteth the earth, 
and bleſſtth' it, and maketh it plenteons : 
who putteth down one, aud ſetteth up an- 
other ; and at his picaſute: poureth contempt 
upon princes ! Who commandeth the fin, 
and it riſeth not, and ſealeth up the flars: G 
who alone ſtilleth the raging of the ſea, and 
the noiſe of his waves, and the madneſs 


Of TRI” 
And thus very in — the ſecond 


propoſition laid down from my text; that 
rulers are appointed by God, for the good 
of mankind. | 

proceed to the conſequence deduced 
from this propoſition ; viz, That the duty 
of their ſation is to encourage and reward 
Righteouſneſs, and puniſh Iniquity. 

And firft, It is the duty of a good gover- 
nor, to encourage and reward Righteouſneſs; 
that is, every thing that is virtuous and 
praiſe-worthy in life : they ſhould regard that 


precept of the Prophet, as peculiarly di- 
rected 
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rectell to them, 4 debe 7 güne. 
| bat it ſhall be well with hin 
Such ts the nutüre of min, that he doth: 
not only need to de with-held> from doing 
evil, but to beleneouraged to do well. For 

as he is a being capable of doing much miſ- 
chief to his Rllows'irt ſociety, ſo is he like · 
Wiſe us capable of doing great good, altho: 
not always ſo rightly inclined: | and theres, 
| fore one great duty and end of government 
18, 60 cultivate tho good diſpoſitions of mien, 
and invite tliem, by proper rewards, to exert 
the beneficence of their nature to the glory. 
of Gop, and the good of their ſpecies. And 
ihis is ſurely a great and a God · like cmploy- 
ment! It is here, that rulers are indeed the 
miniſters of Go y when they are employed 
in promoting virtue, and picty, . and the arts 
of life in diffuſing peace, and joy, and hap- 
pineſs, all around them! And as this is a duty. 
they owe to God and the world, it is alſo a 
duty which their on neareſt intereſt ex- 
acteth from them foraſmuch s the felicity 
of the ruler is inſeparable from that of the 
people committed to his care; and muſt 
eternally riſe and fall with it. Beſides, that 
fach an employment as this, inlargeth 4 

4 man's 
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man's capacity of happineſs for no man is 
as happy as he might be, that hath not the 
power and the pleaſure of making others ſo. 
And this ſingle conſideration demonſtrates 
Go to be the happieſt of Beings, merely 
becauſe he is the beſt: and ſo, after him, they 
that are next in goodacls,, eee 

in beatitulle. 5 
From hence it followeth, than as condi- 
tion of a wiſe and a good governor, preſide- 
ing over a peaceful, a dutiful, and a well - 
diſpoſed people, is the happieſt condition of 
mortality. And on the other hand, ſuch a 
people have a juſt title to happineſs under 
ſuch a ruler; and to be protected in all their 
religious and civil rights; for that is the rea- 
ſon and end of his authority. Nor is the 
character of any people, in point of duty and 
loyalty, to be impeached by any ſuppoſed 
miſconduct of particular perſons in particu- 
lar points, either of doubtful or difficult de- 
termination, or where a ſtrong bias of intereſt 
may too caſily miſlead men, otherwiſe ho- 
_ neſt, dutiful, and loyal. = 
Nay, every ſingle ſubject of that hender 
| hath a right to all thoſe advantages, at the 
hands of his governor, to which his merits 
intitle 
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intitle him: for bv that raleth over men, 
Rand be juſt, raling in_the fear of Gov. 
This, David affureth us, was the direction 
he himſcif received from the month of Gop, 
2 Sam. xiii. 3. Tb God of Iſtaei aid, the 
Rack of Iftael pale to me, He that ruleth 
over men, mut be juſt, ruling in the fear 
of God ; and juſtice, we know, -givethi every 
one his due. Nay; this-is a claim which the 
rulers own felicity will exact from him, as 
well as his virtue and wiſdom; He will be 
ſolicitous to ſrarch out and to rewatd virtue 
and merit of every kind; not only becauſt 
it is his duty, but becauſe it is one of the 
nobleſt and happieſt employments that a good 
mind can be engaged in; and becauſt the 
well. being of the community (which is in- 
ſeparable from his W is greatly concerned 
in ſo doing. 

It is a denunciation of aricocinion cala- 
mity, when Go pronounceth upon his 
people, by the prophet Iſaiab, chat he will 
give children to be their princes, and babes 
ſhall rule over them. And whether rulers 
are ſo in ycars, in underſtanding, or in nc- 
glect of their duty, the calamity is equal. 
and d one apparent reaſon why it is ſo, (beſides 

their 
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their ſeeing, and hearing, and acting by 
other mens organs) is, becauſe in that con- 
dition they are incapable of diſcerning the 
merits of men, and giving them their due 
rewards and diſtinctions, upon which the 
national felicity, glory, and intereſt, will 
eternally depend. 

It is related of Ageſi Jaus, that he bore the 
faults of private perſons with great gentleneſs, 
as being of little conſequence; but thoſe of 
princes he conſidered as of mighty moment: 
particularly ſloth and negligence he regarded 
as moſt unbecoming that character, to which, 
in his judgment, appertained the practice of 
every thing that was beautiful and bene- 
ficent. 

When the righteous are in a authority 
(Gith Solomon) the people rejoice ;. but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the people 
mourn. And it is ſurely a circumſtance of 
uncommon felicity, 1 when the Providence of 
Gop placeth a wiſe and a righteous ruler at 
the head of power: for who ſo able to 
ſuſtain that high character with dignity to 
himſelf, and felicity to mankind, as one 
whoſe mind is improved and inlarged, is 
conducted and confirmed by principles o of 
U right 


* 
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right reaſon, religion, and virtue? as one 
whoſe innate dignity ſetteth him above ſer- 
vile or felfiſh vie ws; above mean and mer- 
cenary meaſures? as one whoſe integrity of 
heart will take no bias from partiality, party, 
or ſycophant calumny; diſdaining every in- 
fluence but thoſe of truth, honour, __ 
conſcious virtue? N 

But fatther, A good tuler is 'not only to 
encourage and reward Righteouſnefs, but alſo 
to diſcountenance Dent and puniſh ini. 
dp 
A wile governor well knoweth, that every 
advantage, every undue diſtinction, beſtowed 
upon a worthleſs, a wicked, or unmeriting 

man, is ſo much placed to the ſcore of his 
© ignorance, or iniquity, that beſtowed it; 

and therefore he, of all others, will be ſo- 
licitous to ſupport chat part of a righteous 
man's character, in P/al. xy. — in whoſe 
eyes a vile perſon is contemmed. And as 
he will be careful in this point for his own 
| honour, fo likewiſe for his people's happi- 
neſs: The ungodly, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, wall 
on every fide ; when they are exalted, the 


children of men are put to rebuke. The 


worlt men are ſometimes the beſt courtiers; 
dextrous 
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dextrous in their addreſs, and equally ſupple 
and ſubtile. in their ſolicitations: bur when 


they ſucceed, the publick ſuffereth; when 
they are exalted, the children of men are 


put to rebuke; and therefore a good ruler "Mg, 


will be careful not to exalt any ſuch. : 
But this is not all—He muſt not only dif- 

countenance iniquity; but he miiſt puniſh 
it. And altho the buſineſs of puniſhment | 
be the duty, of all others, leaſt agrecable to a 
good and humane diſpoſition, yet muſt it 
be executed, and that too, with due ſeve- 
_ rity: ſuch a ſeverity, as may make tlie pain 
of offending againſt the peace of ſociety al- 
ways exceed any pleaſure, or profit, or ad- 
vantage ariſing from it. And a good gover- 
nor hath always this conſolation in the dif- 
charge of ſo diſagreeable a duty, that altho 
one ſuffereth, numbers are protetted and 
relieved *: he hath always the ſame noble 
conſideration to ſupport him in that irkſoine 
office, which the orator pleaded for the pro- 
| ſecution of Verres; that altho one man was 
| accuſed, a nation was defended: and there. 
fore, as nothing would be mote unworthy 
the character of a good Ruler, than to ſuffer 
any part of his people to become a prey to 

U 2 fraud, 
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fraud, or oppreſſion, or violence; ſo is there 
nothing in which he can aſſert his character 
with more honour, than in relieving, pro- 
tecting, and preſerying.— A Ruler is the 
Shepherd of his people; and he is truly and 
gloriouſly in that character, when he is em- 
ployed in reſcuing and defending his flock: 
A good Ruler ſhould delight to be ſeen in the 
ſame light in which David ſhewed himſelf 
when he was examined by Saul, in 1 Sam. xvii. 
Thy. ſervant kept his father's ſheep, and 
there came a lion and a bear, and took a 
Jamb out of the flock : and I went out after 
him, and ſinote him, and delivered it out 
of his mouth ; and when he aroſe up againſt 
me, 1 caught him by his beard, and ſinote 
bim, and flew him: thy ſervant ſlew both 
the lion and the bear. And, no doubt, this 
noble and generous ſpirit of ſubduing op- 
preſſion, and protecting innocence, was one 
reaſon why the Providence of Gop took him 
from the ſheep-folds, removed him from fol- 
lowing the ewes great with young, that he 
might feed Jacob his people, and Iſrael his 
inheritance. Nor did David belye theſe 
early promiſes of good government, theſe 


noble carneſts of a prince! ö genius: for we 
read, 
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read, that he did indeed feed his people with 
a faithful and a true heart, and ruled them: 
prudently with all his power. 

And as David is an example of a wiſe | 
and a good governor, Fob is yet a more per- 
fect pattern in every inſtance of Juſtice. 
mercy, and protection, due to a dutiful peo- 
ple. When the ear: heard me, ſaith he, 
then it bleſſed me; and when the eye ſaw, 
me, then it gave witneſs to me: becauſe I 
delivered the poor that. cried, and the fa- 
therleſs, and him that had none to help 
him, the bleſſing of him that was ready to. 
periſh came upon me, and I cauſed the wi. 
dow's heart to ſing for joy. I put on 
righteouſneſs, and it cloathed me; my judg- 
ment, was a robe and a diadem: I was eyes 
to the blind, and feet was I to the lame: 
T1 was a father to the poor, and the cauſe. 
Thnew not, I ſearched out. I brake the jaws 
of the wicked, and plucked the ſpoil out of 
his teeth. Theſe were Jobs comforts! The 
relief he adminiſtred to others in the time 
of his power and proſperity, were his own 
greateſt relief in the days of his affliction. 
He well knew, that a Ruler beareth not the 


ford of juſtice in vain: that he is the 
U 3 Mini- 


294 The Duty of Rurzas Ser. 14. 
Miniſter of God, to telieve the afflicted and 
the oppreſied-; and not only ſo, but to e- 
ecute wrath upon every ſoul that doth evil. 
And thus I have gone through the ſeveral 
parts of à good Ruler's duty and character. 
Firſt Iſhewed you, that he was the Miniſter 
of Cod; the proudeſt title that mortality 
can boaſt ! And yet this title is ſtill more 
enobled, from the ſecond conſideration laid 
down from my text. That he is the Mini- 
fer of G op, for the good of mankind. This 
is the great end of government: and Titus 
Veſpaſtan had a true notion of it, when he 
cried" out, My friends, I have not reigned. 
to- day; for I have done no good*. He 
knew, that to be a Ruler, was to be a bene- 
factor to mankind; and therefore, when he 
ceaſed to do good, he ceaſed to govern. 
And, beyond all controverſy, it is this ſpirit 
of beneficence which hath always given dig - 
nity, whieh hath often given divinity, to the 
| greateſt characters of antiquity, And it is 


I chuſe ta report it thus after Themiſtivs (Orat. 6. 
Paris edition, p. 80.) not only becauſe this ſentiment is 
more to my preſent purpoſe, but becauſe it is much more 
noble and worthy a great prince, than that reported of 
him by Stetonivs. „ e 3 jy I 
* The ſame ſaying is allo reported of Alexander the Great. 


* | in 
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in this light, that Chriſtianity hath repre- 
ſented the Bleſſed Saviour of the world; 
whoſe glory is ſummed up in that ſhort ac- 
count of him, — Who went about doing 
good. This was the employment that diſtin- 
guiſhed and ennobled the character, even of 
the Son of Goo. 

But of all the ways whereby men in power 
may be benefactors to mankind, that of in- 
fluencing them to goodneſs by their example, 
as it is in its own nature the moſt lovely, ſo 
it is the eaſieſt in the practice, and the moſt 
inexcuſable in the neglect. A good life is 
a ſtrong, a living, and almoſt an irreſt ſtible 
exhortation to goodnels ; its natiye beauty 
attracteth the love and admiration of all 
that bchold it : and, what men admirc, they 
imitate. 

The King that governeth his kingdom 
virtuouſly and juſtly, ( faith the great * Che 
neſe Philoſopher *) is lite the. N ort h far, 
which, being fixed itſelf, is the rule the ref 
go by. 

Good men in power are lights ſet up on 
high: they arc beacons to direct men in this 


* See Navaret?'s account of China, in ChurchilPs ah 
lection, vol. 1. p. 119. 
U 4 turbu- 


\ 
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turbulent and ſhelvy ſea of life, And, ſurely, 
there cannot be a more lovely, there cannot 
be ſo lovely an office in life, as to dire to 
virtue and truth, to conduct to temporal and 
eternal happineſs! Captain of our ſalvation, 
was the moſt glorious title that ever was con- 
ferred upon the Son of Gov. 
In the laſt place I told you, that the * 
of a good governor was not only to en- 
courage to goodneſs, and to reward righ- 
teouſneſs, but likewiſe to diſcountenance 
demerit, and puniſh iniquity. And altho' 
this be in- appearance the leaſt amiable part 
of the Ruler's duty; yet, when we conſider 
that the end of this ſeverity is the ſafety and 
| well-bcing of ſocicty, (for the puniſhment 
of a few is the preſervation of multitudes) 
we ſhall find, that a righteous Ruler is, in 
this reſpect, acting in the character of a 
guardian Angel, whoſe buſineſs is to relieve, 
and protect, and preſerve: and in fo doing 
to diffuſe joy, and health, and happineſs 
all around him, Theſe were the God-like 
diſpoſitions that made Titus the delight of 
mankind; that made David worthy of 
empire; that exalted the man after Gaps 
pity OWNB 


' 
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own heart into the character of G o D's Mi- 
niſter. Theſe were the reflections that ſap- 
ported Fob under all the weight of his 
afflictions: theſe were his robe and his 
diadem when he was ſtript of authority and 
of honour : this was his glory, when all the 
grandeur of the world had forſaken. him. 
Was this the glory of Feb? It is the glory 
of the Great Gop of Heaven! For what is 
there more glorious, — what is there ſo glo- 
rious, even in the excrciſe of Omnipotence, 
as the protection and preſervation of the 
univerſe? as the communication and conti- 
nuance of life and happineſs to that infinity 
of beings which he hath created to ſhare 
in his felicity? As if Gop could not be in- 
finitely happy, unleſs that happineſs were 
infinitely diffuſed. It is no wonder, then, 
if theſe are the offices with which the Al- 
mighty is peculiarly pleaſed, as being the 
nobleſt imitations, and moſt lovely tran- 
ſcripts of his own adorable perfections; ſuch 
as will beſt reſemble men to the Divinity in 
this world; and make them happy with him 


to all eternity in the next. 


This 


A =_ N f Nonne Ser. 14. 


rn applies; He, of his infinite good- 
neſß, vouchſafe to all thoſe who by pa- 
 * Tent continuance in well-doing ſeek for 
glory, and honour, and immortality, 
through the merits and . of 
. 3 Amen, 
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SERMON XV. 


THE 


Mutual Duty of Princes and People: 
Preached on the Anniverſary of zhe 
Maren of Ring ne I. 


Prov. XXV. 4, 5. 


Take away the aroſs 2 the Ps and 


there ſhall come forth a veſſel for the finer. 
Take away the Gal aft, before the Ki 
and his Throne ſhall be eftablifhed i in 2 


eee, 

T may be ſaid of this collection of Pro- 

verbs, that it is a ſyſtem of Solomon's 
moral wifdom ; containing, according to 
the common diviſion of the Schools, his 
Ethics, Oeconomics, and Politics. And as 
they ſeem principally written for the uſe 
of his ſon, who was to ſucceed him in his 
throne, it is no wonder to find them abound 
with many precepts and obſervations of ſin- 
gular excellence, and infinite importance to 
Princes: ſuch as thoſe in particular, that ad- 
moniſh him to deteſt and diſcountenance 
flattery, faſhood, bribery, oppreſſion, W 
2 an 
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and corruption of every kind: and, on the 
other hand, admoniſh and exhort him to 
give all poſſible countenance and encou- 
ragement to truth, integrity, and wiſdom; 
to guard againſt rhe power of his own paſ- 
fions; to be patient of monition and reproof; 
and, above all, to found his dominion in 
juſtice. Of theſe excellent precepts, it were 
to be wiſhed, that the following divine ſen- 
ences were deeply engraven on the crowns, 
on the thrones, and in the hearts of Princes--- 
As an ear-ring of gold, and an ornament 
of fine gold, ſo is a wiſe reprover upon an 
obedient ear. 
The Prince that wanteth underſtanding, 

15 alſo à great oppreſſor, but he that hateth 

covetouſneſs ſhall prolong his days. 
Take away the aroſs from the ſilver, 
and there ſhall come forth a veſſel for the 
finer, Take away the wicked from before 
. the King, and his throne ſhall be e 

in righteouſneſs. 
Corruption and iniquity are in empires, 
what droſs is in nobler metals; they debaſe, 
and make them brittle. A mixture of droſs 
in ſilver, ſinks its value and its beauty; makes 


it frail, and leſs fit for uſe: it will ncither 
bear 


— 4 
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bear the hammer, nor the fire; nor can 
you mold it into any thing excellent: let 
the droſs be removed, and the parts imme - 
diately recover a better coherence and ſtabi- 


lity; and the whole, a new beauty, and a 
higher value. 

Corruption mixes itſelf with empires, as 
naturally as droſs doth with metals: and as 
naturally robs the parts of their due cohe- 
rence and ſtability; and debaſes and depre- 
ciates the whole: it ſinks the eſtimation and 
credit of a kingdom, and a crown, in the 
eyes of all that behold it; makes it frail, and 
unfit for the purpoſes for which it was in- 
tended :: it can neither bear trials nor attacks 
from without, nor heats and commotions 
from within: remove this corruption from 
it, ( which requires the higheſt skill of the 
finer) it quickly acquires a new luſtre, be- 
comes more ſolid, coherent, and ſtable; 
riſes at once in eſtimation and intrinſick 
value: in one word, it is then rightly fitted 
to anſwer its nobleſt ends and uſes. 

From the words thus explained, I ſhall firſt 

lay down theſe plain points of doctrine: 
I. That all permanent power muſt be 
founded in Juſtice ; and that, in order to 
effect 
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| effe@ this, all perſons in power muſt 
- vmefully gu * the Influctice o 
evil adviſers. | 
| U. I will apply, in the beſt manner I can, 
theſe obſervations to ſome few of thoſe 
tranſactions, which occaſioned the fad 
ſolemnity of this memorable day. 
And, laſtly, from the great miſconduct of 
many men in thoſe times, and the abo- 
make and apply the moſt uſeful obſerya- 
tions and inferences I can, to the perſons 
n characters of the preſets times. 


And, firſt, all power "that would be ſtable 

and laſting, muſt be founded in Juſtice. 
And this propoſition holds equally true of 
all power whatſoever; whether ariſing from 
publick authority, or private property, or 
ſuppoſed merit of any Kind: becauſe juſtice 
is the only ſolid and permanent foundation 
of all. It is the foundation upon which all 
ſocieties are built; and the great cement that 
keeps all the parts of them together: in 
which not only Princes, Rulers, Judges, and 
other Miniſters of juſtice, but likewiſe every 
private” man, are in {ſome meaſure,” guar- 
. dians 
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dians of every man's property; and every 
ſingle act of injuſtice is in reality injurious 
to the whole; is a violence and an inſult 
upon the publick peace; and is, beſides this, 
an indignity and offence againſt Go p, the 
great guardian and governor of the world. 
Wicked councils and devices may indeed 
ſucceed for a while ; but to imagine, that they 
ſhall hold out always, that they ſhall prevail 
ſteadily, and permanently, againſt the eſta- 
bliſhed order and conſtitution of things, 
againſt the natural and joint intereſts of man- 
kind, and againſt the ſuperintending power, 
wiſdom, and juſtice of God, is juſt as weak, 
as if a man ſhould imagine, that he could by 
private artifice, ſuſpend the. great law of 
gravitation, and hinder bodies from tending 
to their natural centres; becauſe he finds he 
can for a time obſtruct the one in its imme» 
diate and apparent effects, and intertupt the 
other in their natural progreſs. In one word, 
the imagination is as wild, and as Weak, as 
it is wicked. 

If then power can be permanently founded 
in nothing but juſtice, it is a clear and ſelf- 
evident conſequence, that all perſons in 


power ſhould guard againſt the influence of 
evil 
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evil ad viſers; foraſmuch as all ſuch naturally 
tend to pervert and warp them from the ways 
of juſtice, and conſequently to ſap the only 
ſolid nn. W which their ; POWEr iS 
built. | 

To GE this to >the e fa vine „ 

The King of England is the guardian of 
me liberty and rights, religious, and civil; of 
his people. This is his true character, and 
the only foundation of his power: and it 
was tightly and judiciouſly obſerved by a 
great miniſter of a neighbour nation, that 4 
King of England, who will be the man of 
his people, (that is, will be a true guardian 
of their rights and liberties) zs 4 great 
Prince; but if he will be more, he is no- 
thing. 

In this ſtumios, he bak all the power 
that a good man ſhould take, or a wile man 
wiſh; a power to do juſtice, to defend right, 
and to repreſs wrong; that is, in one word, 
a power to make his people happy. Should a 
guardian Angel wiſh for more? and ſhould 
frail and fallen man be truſted or tempted 
with more? 

If ever there was a Prince upon the Engliſh 


thronc, t that ſhould or could (with ſafety to 
122 the 
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the fundamental rights and privileges of his 
people, and true intereſt of his country) be 
truſted with more, King Charles the firſt 
| (of bleſſed memory) was apparently that 
man: a Prince of morę perſonal virtues, 

than perhaps any one Prince recorded in hi- 
ftoryz and all thoſe virtues founded upon 
their only ſure and ſolid baſis true religion, 
and the fear of Gop. He was \ valiant, tem- 
perate, juſt; a true lover of his people, com- 
paſſionate of their errors and misfortunes, 

and religiouſly tender of their well-being. 

In his private life, equally exemplary in filial 
piety, in paternal affection, and in conjugal 
fidelity: a lover and encourager of all po- 
lite arts; not from humour, vanity, or 
faſhion, but a. true taſte and knowlege of 
their excellence: ſtatuary, architecture, paint- 
ing, and the ſcience of medals, flouriſhed 
under him: a lover and patron of learning, 
anda a great example and encourager of reli- 
gion, which he equally underſtood, and 
practiſed in its purity; and well knew how 
to defend againſt all its adverſaries, and died 
defending it: and as he was (under Gop) 
its great ſtay, it is no wonder that it fell with 
him. Surely of ſuch a Prince (humanly 
; hs judging 


| judging. and ſpeaking) it may with al 
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propriety, be faid, that Gop gave Kit ih his 


mercy, . and took kim away in his andi 
r 

It was the misfortune of his Zechen 
man, and unhappy Prince, whote character 
I have now given, and Whole cruel” murder 
we this day deprecate and deplote, to be 
bred under maxims of government. il ſuited 
to the genius of his people; ; and "milled 


(through | the equal influ uence, e corruption, 
and treachery of his minitters) by counſels oF 


an evil tendency, to ſuffer the beg innin ing of f 
ill 


his reign to be blemiſhed with 106500 


_befitting his true character: many meaſüres 
were entered upon, which can in no wiſe 
be juſtified; and, I truſt in Gov, will never 


— 


be attempted to be juſtified from this place. 
He Was himſelf early ſenſible of dei, and, 


upon conviction, granted his people's petition 


of right; whereupon all things ſcemed to 
promiſe a fair proſpect of union ahd Happi- 
neſs: but the ſubſequent ill conduct of ſottic 
of the King's miniſters, the diſtruſt created 
by a Popiſh counſellor in his boſon, by illegal 
. aids and loans  chearfully siven by Popiſi 


and, 
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and above all, the bitter heart - burning, and 
- diſuſe, and ſhah frequent and ſudden diſſo- 
Autions of Patliamients, and inflamed by a 
many ill humours, to be caſiy corrected and 
curcd, even when the moſt healing and well 
intentioned meaſures were taken to effect it. 
The ꝗtver Was doo high; ſome blood muſt 
- be fpilt; and tliat the beſt and nobleſt of the 
. nation; before the: ferment could be laid; 
and laat / laſt the ctiſeaſe muſt end, like an ũꝑ- 
. cutable malignity, hs W of the on- 
r n n 

The gradious — nd ante 
Affegionare of his people, ſenſihle ar laſt, that 
their juſt. rights, had long becn with-held, 
teſolyed to give them full ſatisfaction, and 
make ample reparatiou for all the preceding 
miſconducts of his reign; and, to ſhe the 
_ ! ſincerity of his intentions tawards them, fa- 
_ tally conſented to make themſelves judges in 
their own cauſe; and now; as much too 
complying, às he had been reſtive before, 
confirmed an act for continuing their ſeſſion, 
until they had ſettled every thing to their 
On intire ſatisfaction. 


l 1 Whocyer 


N 308 De mutual Duty of Ser. 1 ö. 
.. Whoever candidly conſiders the extent of 
* prerogative, at this Prince's acceſſion to 
- the crown, the example and practice of his 
ptedeceſſors in the moſt eceptionable parts 
of his conduct, ſupported by the opinions 
and writings of the moſt learned men of the 
- age; and, on the other hand, reflects upon 
the perverſe obſtinacy, and reſtive refuſals of 
his people to his moſt juſt, and reaſonable, 
and neceſſary demands demands for ſup- 
: plies, which they themſelves occafioned, 
promiſed, and made neceſſary— will find 
great excuſes for many parts of a conduct, 
which he can neither applaud nor approve. 
And whocver candidly conſiders his whole 
conduct, from the calling of his laſt parlia- 
ment, to the day of his death; and weighs 
- with that, his compaſſionate ſpirit, his true 
piety, and the integrity and the uprightneſs 
of his heatt; cannot but acquit him (from 
that moment at leaſt) of all tyrannous and 
oppreſſive intentions towards his people; as 
well as of the guilt of that black and unna- 
tural rebellion, which began in the tyranny 
of the people, and ended in the tyranny of 
an ſurper. A rebellion, which filled theſe 
kingdoms with ſects and ſactilege, with op- 
107 1 preſſion 
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preſſion. and rapine, with blaſphemy and 
blood! A rebellion, which ( however begun) 
was carried on with the moſt ſhameleſs hy- 
pocriſy that ever diſgraced religion; and con- 
cluded with the moſt determined cruelty that 
ever debaſed or depraved humanity; in the 
cool and deliberate murder of the King, 
after a long train of Fg 1 and 
Outrages. e 

What ends of adden are anſweted 
by great examples of ſuffering” virtue, exhi- 
bited to the world at certain periods, althoꝰ 
obvious! to us in many circumſtances, are 
fully known only to the Almighty, in all. 
It was perhaps neceſſary, that ſo great a ſacti- 
fice ſnould be made to the ſettlement of the 
beſt conſtitution in the world upon its true 
baſis; and the ming of its e to their 
proper bounds. 

It was perhaps niceſfary, that ſo great a 
monument ſhould be ſet up to the eyes of 
Kings; to ſhew their abſolute dependence 
upon the great Governor of the world, in 
common with the meaneſt mortals : to ſhew 

them equally ſubjeQ to the ſaddeſt reverſes of 
fortune; from which, no dignity of ſtation, 

or confidence of power, can ſecure them : 
X 3 to 


ro TheqnutualDuty'of. Sen 19. 
to teach them the neceſſary leſſon, of an 
humble dependence upon the Pover and 
Providence of that Gon, Who at his- will 
goureth contempi upon Princes, and weak-; 
eneth the ſtneneth of t/a migbiy: to teach 
them to cry out with / righteous Jai in the) 
day of their dowafal, Anorw tow ut God: 
hath overthrown mes: he hath ferapt me of 
my glory, and talen the crown Jang 1 
Beads. | 
10 was W neveſſary, — 
af terror. ſhould be ſet uꝑ to the Princes of 
a free people, to guard them againſt the leaſt 
approaches or attempts to tyranny: to teach 
them, that no perſonal merit, no Excellence 
of nature, no acquired accompliſhinents, no 
combination; of virtues, can give quiet to 
theit reign, or Rability; rorrtheir throne; in- 
dependent of the affections of their people. 

It was perkllaps neceſſary, that a monu- 
ment ſhould be ſet up to tlie peopleʒ to deter 
them from ſedition, and popular tumults: 
to ſhew- them, that exceſs of power is as 
dangerous in the hands of their repreſenta- 
tives, as in thoſe of their rulers; and that 
they can as haſtily degenerate i into more arbi- 
trary and cruel tyrants. - 
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I, ; Was perhaps neceſſary, that the evils of - 
bath Extremes ſhould be equally and effectu- 
ally. Ele, in the, commons, and 1 the uſur- 
Pes t9..convince. all. thinking men of the 


nature and neceſſity of a true temperament 
between both: Which ſeems, however, nei 
ther to have been throughly underſiood, nor 
properly. purſued, before the cſtabliſhmene 
of. things under the. late happy Reyolution---- 
A Revolution, . Which its bittereſt enemies 
have ng way more maliciouſly. ſtudicd to 
revile, than by wreſtiag it into A parallel with 
anden! 9 thele deteſted x times. 
Which brings me to the third point pro- 
poled; which Was, from the great miſcon- 
dud of many men in thoſe times, (the times 
of the great rebellion) and the abominable 
corruptions of others, to make and apply 
the moſt uſeful Obſervations and inferences 
I can, to the perſons and characters of the 
preſent times. 

In the firſt place then, the miſconduct of 
ſome few. Eccleſiaſtics in this, reign, their 
intemperate zcal for ſome ceremonials in 
religion, and their unwarrantable ambition 
of ſecular power, ſhould be a monition to 
the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church, (both 

X _— of 
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of the prelent: age and all others) | to K 
1 themlelyes within the bounds of | that = 


the nature” 4 77 their 252 — 8. 
And heit very enemies muſt do that juſtice 
to the preſent orders of Eccleſiaſtics ambmꝑſt 
us; as to own, they ſeem in no diſpoſttion 
to tranſcend” thoſe bolinds; chat they have 
learnt a true chriſtian temper with'regatt to 
all that nent from them; and are as fin- 
cere fri ends to liberty, and abhotrers '6f ar- 
| bitrary Power, as s any 'of their fellow lub 


* = - 


order kot them 5 lately "given a as 
Kirong': g 4 proof of being! faithful in their Epi- 
ad bee and at the fame time, as faith- 
fally and as diſintereſtedly true to the truſt 
| Sb to them by their Prince; as the 
beſt and "molt truly primitive ol thiir Far- - 
ſtian predeceſſors. 85 
. the Lords and Commons of the Laity, 

the wicked tranſactions of that aceurſed te- 
bellion ſhould warmly recommend a ſtrict 
and inviolable regard to the rights, privileges, 
and properties of their fellow ſubjects. The 


Lay Lords remembring, that when they had 
| con- 


. 
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conſented to'deprive the Biſhops of theirſeats 
in Parliament, they were themſelves {von 
after voted uſeleſs: (fo ſacred a thing is 
ptoperty, ſo infectious and catching is evil 
_ example'fo ruinous and ſo ready to recoil: 
upon the heads of thoſe that ſer it!) The 
Commons remembering, that when they 
had robbed the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
of their rights and privileges, they were 
themſelves quickly after ſtript of all their 
own; and made as arrant vaſſals, as they had 

ä — their brethren, and their bet- 
: drawing down upon themſelves that 
— jvdgatem and ſentence of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, With what — ny is 
foall be meaſured to you aguin. 
 Toallthis may be added, tha 8 
actions of theſe times ſhould make both 
Lords and Commons beware of contention, 
either witli their King, or each other; al- 
ways remembring that fine obſervation of 
Solomon, The beginning of ſtrife is as when 
one letteth out water ; therefore leave off 
contention before it be meddled with; The 
true tranſlation is, Therefore let go conten- 
tion before it be mixed: That is, before 
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— ie she un. = 
whetins: Hang: It is ayideatsr thats ig; 


t . this unnacpralprehellion, 
fich che Ping mean —— 
— deplcon d but, 
art tha gontentien waz begun, when A 
bash. onen made in the.banks of tho 
disch Bis guſhed out with an impe- 
walyy chat never. was thaught of; and 28 
chen dx ed. perearugily widened the breach, 
unten harm dows:all bare them, and 
ohe and laid dhe Sun welk gigh de- 
ſalate E] aoqu 1190h gui weib : 2193 
dan the, nent placezolat me Aeviquſiy aud 
exrycRly adwoniſh. those WIH Wuld have 
no ſhare in the, guilt of. this day, 
toibęwate how day adopt che guilt of their 
anseſtes hot n by: turning the murder 
of that excellent Prince into ridicule, but 
like wiſe by defending and applauding it; 
and. celchrating the memory of his murderer, 
for the very ect of murdet: the memory 
of. a murdeter, — a tyrant... Al; 
ways remembeting,; under what character 
they arc concluded hy the wiſeſt of mortals, 
Who allow themſeſves to jeſt and ſport with 
guilt: Fools, ſaith Solomon, make 4 * 
* 0 
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of fon. Always rememberitig, that he who 
enden to ſ 3 the 
ſentence, 'rhak-che vl at fulify the 
wicked. | £21139 - d od 2 D. 
ads it humane ta — —— though 
neither majeſty, not lawi, not juſtice, could 
protect this unhappy Prince: alive, let cm- 
paſſion protect him dead: gv him quiet an 
his grave. IA it chtiſtian to trample upon the 
memory of 2 King truly chtiſtian ? a man, 
whoſe private: character not malice itſelf hath - 
tainted : ed, by hiscvery enemies, to 
have lived lotherwiſe than aa a Rulor): in 
all the kanocence. of a Saint, and died in 
all the majeſty; of a King: let me add too; 
in all the humility of a Chxiſtian, and all the 
ſteadineſß o a Martyr. -— Is it wiſe to make 
merry wih murder and parricide? Is it de. 
cent to inſult the picty and w iſdom of the 
Legiſlatute, by turning a ſolemn and reli: 
gious faſt into a day of feſtivity and tevels 
ling? Is not this wantonly to draw the guilt 
of blood upon their own heads? 

Surcly in this Prince (if ever in — othet) 
was fully verified that ſine obſervation of 


Solomon ; A righteous man falling down be. 
fore 


_ * 8 "ed 
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feste withed) iis ar a troubled fountain, 
and aivorrupt: ring. In this man's fall, 
the fountains oñ learning, religion, and 
virtue wrte eſfectually troubled and cor- 
rupted; but, Gor be praiſed, they are, 
through his unmerited meręy, once more 
cleanſcd and cicared. May they never more 
be olluted by the fall of r — 
tlieꝛttiumph of the wicked . 1 Di ne 
In: che laſt placc; from — 
_cxectable rebellion, let me cxhort you to 
revive and to cultivate that antiquated prin- 
ciplo of chriſtian loyalty; a principle, which 
our corruptions have almoſt baniſhed out of 
the world. By loyalty, I mean fidelity to 
the conſtitution as by law eſtabliſned; and 
to the King as ſupteme, and guardian of it. 
Such fidelity, as was ſtcadily exhibited to 
both, by thoſe noble patriots, who adhered 
to their royal maſter King Cbarles the Firſt, 
in all his misfortunes: many of whom died, 
openly declaring and avowing it with their 
laſt breath, to the confuſion of their enc- 
mies; and ſome of whom happily ſurvived 
the calamities of their King and Country, 
and, to their immortal glory, ſaved the con- 
Keitution under his ſon. Let us learn from 

f 8 their 
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— — to — 
29000 to bande 3 — their 
examples, as well as from the ſacred rules t 
our holy religion, to deſpiſe and deteſt their 
principles, and reuounce their practices, tvbo 
all after the tb int he luſt of uncleanneſs, 
and deſpiſe guuernment; preſumptusus, ſelfa 
willed, they are not afraid:to ſpeak ui af 
dignzties.” And, in order to this; let us care- 
fully guard againſt, and ſteadily oppoſe, thoſe 
too faſhionable tepublican principles, which, 
under the pretence of more zeal for liberty, 
- would draw us again into double thraldom. 

Thoſe principles which once alteady over- 

threw the beſt conſtitution in the world and 
turned a free people into utter ſlaves. Thioſe 

principles, which, under various guiſes, but 
of late more particularly under the mask of 
patriotiſm,” I am ſatisfied (in the mouths ot 
many of their abetters) mean any thing elſe 
rather: and, if Go p in his wrath ſhould 
ſuffer them to prevail, muſt end, as they are 
intended, in popery and arbitrary power: 
and of this, I think, we need no better 
proof, when we hear men of that religion, 
and men of none, join equally in the rx. 
| In 
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| 4% Ithematac-of Gon, let us be contented. 
with having made one deſperate experiment; 
«nd be truly thankful to Go for having 
Nelivered ui from one ruln; not provoking 
Lum to heap another upon aut heads. 
Vihar nean, illi horrid outcry,” not only 
 Againſt'che: petfons; and efiaracters, but the 
—— * Jeaibisof 
_ \divinc appointment. M. AN 
Let us then pet Kings efthour fas, | 
hen we purſthves are hlutneleſd. Lt us 
then hope for perfect models and mirrours 
_ of majeſty, wen we deſerve chem: when 
ve ſtudy perfetion in 'ourſetves'; when we 
nf “]jũ 0 0 9d ole onds 
In the niran time, is it wiſe, iit loyal, 
is it chriſtian; to vilify the characters of Kings 
upon every occaſion; and expoſe every ſup- 
poſcd error of their government, and in- 
ſirmity of their nature? W̃e art loud upon 
many points of miſcondu in Princes, which 
e can never know with certainty ; and ſul- 
:tenly ſilent upon many advantages of their 
-adminiſtration, which we ſec and feel. One 
thing we know, that our gracious Sovereign, 
Goo be praiſed, hath great and good qua- 
lities; 
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lities; fortitude, integrity, and truth; and 

a heart trlily Ronoſt — — ,Nranger 
to guike, and deteſting di imulation. 
pt e EDS underhis 
niſtration, ' wE'enjoy * mAlly* great ol 
luable bleſſings" freedom and ple 


ary, pere 


and truth. För Which We are bound” Hul 


and ſincereſy to thank. God and to dur 
thanks are we hound t. join our daily, our 
carneſt;; and inceſſant prayers, that GoD 


would inpire tus hear” with ever prifcel, 
and every chriſtiam grace, and bleſs. and 


proſper his reign. Obe the Ru ud. 
ments, O God, and thy righteouſneſs unto 


the King's fon. Thiat in his days the Fithteaus 
may flouriſh '; in his: days; and in tie Gays ef | 


his deſcendants, 495th abundance e. vat. as 
Tong. as thi moon endurerh. ne eee 


* Lak . * * * 
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Which Thou of thine infinite merey grant, 


through the merits and mediation of 
* Canter. 1 
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